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All Residents Welcome - Come and Join Us! 

Audio and Visual in Overflow Room 

Followed by Questions & Answers 

Donuts and Coffee for All After the Meeting! 

 

How the AAC Works for 

Residents North of CR466 
Presenter Carl Bell, Chair AAC 

Circulation 58,000 

Survey Results  
Residents South Of CR466 Want 

An Amenity AUTHORITY  
Committee (AAC)! 

 
adding another Advisory layer for these 
amenity assets to the Project Wide Advisory 
Committee (PWAC), which currently advis-
es the SLCDD on budgets and matters con-
cerning maintenance issues on the Project 
Wide list (shared by all districts south of 
CR466), as opposed to creating an Amenity 
AUTHORITY Committee akin to the Amen-
ity AUTHORITY Committee now operation-
al north of CR466. Ms. Tutt has been ada-
mant that the SLCDD cannot legally delegate 
its authority to any other decision-making 
entity, such as an AAC. She has also stated, 
many times, that the Developer could have 

Tuesday, April 18, 2017 
POA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

Third TUESDAY of the Month - 7PM 
LAUREL MANOR RECREATION CENTER 

The POA included a survey in the March 
2017 Bulletin, which was also emailed  to 
9,499 residents south of CR466 (POA mem-
bers and non-members) asking for resident 
input on a series of questions about how 
amenity fees, facilities and services, south of 
CR466 – sold last year by the Developer to 
the Sumter Landing Community Develop-
ment District (SLCDD) – should be managed, 
and by what entity.  

 

Background: 
 In November 2016, the SLCDD finalized 

the sale of just over $340 Million in bonds 
to finance the purchase of the amenity facil-
ities and fees, south of CR466, from the 
Developer. The District conducted an in-
depth assessment of all amenity facilities 
included in the sale and provided a detailed 
maintenance schedule and budget for each 
facility. Annually, 3% of gross revenue will 
be deposited for Renewal and Replacement. 
The Developer deposited $11 Million from 
the purchase proceeds for Working Capital 
and Reserves.  

 The SLCDD will now collect approximately 
$5 Million, each month in amenity fees, 
from residents living south of CR466. 

 District Manager Janet Tutt has proposed 

chosen to sell these assets to anyone, but 
chose the SLCDD, and that the purchase 
agreement says the seller (Developer) and 
purchaser (SLCDD) will work together to 
determine an appropriate mechanism for 
resident input. According to Ms. Tutt, it is 
not up to the residents; it is simply between 
the Developer and the SLCDD to choose 
this mechanism for resident input. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Project Wide  
Advisory  

Committee (PWAC) 
Expected to Begin 
Amenities Budget 

Discussion at  
April 3 Meeting 
District Manager Janet Tutt told the Sumter 

Landing Community Development District (SL-
CDD) that the work on revising the 2016-17 
budget, adding the newly purchased amenity 
assets and fees south of CR466 along with the 
associated expenses, is almost complete. She 
said she hopes it will be done in time to allow 
for a discussion at the Project Wide Advisory 
Committee (PWAC) meeting on April 3. The 
budget will then be presented to the SLCDD 
Board at its meeting on April 20. 

This budget discussion signals the beginning 
of formalizing PWAC's Advisory role with re-
spect to the amenities south of CR466. While 
the SLCDD has indicated it will take Ms. 

(Continued on page 5) 



POA  
Mission Statement 
 

The Property Owners' Association of The 
Villages is an independent organization devoted 
to our home ownership experience.  

The Vision/Objective of the POA is to make 
The Villages an even better place in which to 
live, where Residents' Rights are respected, and 
local governments are responsive to the needs 
and interests of residents. 

The POA serves Villagers through programs 
of education, research, analysis, representation, 
advocacy, and legislative action. 

The POA also functions as a "watchdog" or-
ganization overseeing the actions of our Devel-
oper and our local governments. 

Specific POA attention is focused on housing, 
community, neighborhood, and local government 
issues. Special emphasis is focused on the 
Amenity Authority Committee (AAC), our Com-
munity Development Districts (CDDs), the Flori-
da Chapter 190 law that regulates CDD opera-
tions, and our Developer. 

The POA has no ties or obligations to the De-
veloper of The Villages which might compro-
mise the POA position or its advocacy of Resi-
dents' Rights. 

The POA, founded in 1975, is the original 
homeowners' organization in The Villages. Mem-
bership is open to all Villages residents.             □ 

 

The Villages  
Residents' 

Bill of Rights 
 

 RESIDENTS have RIGHTS to: 
1. Be treated in a respectful, fair, and respon-

sive manner by the Developer and our local 
government officials. 

2. Have decision making authority for im-
portant issues in our community. 

3. Elect our top government officials and ap-
prove appointments of the top administrative 
officials in our community. 

4. Approve major purchases of common prop-
erty and the related debt obligations assumed 
by residents. 

5. Have local governments that are free of any 
conflict of interest issues. 

6. Be charged honest monthly amenity fees that 
are used only for the stated purposes. 

7. Receive full disclosure when purchasing a 
home here in The Villages. 

8. Receive an objective market appraisal for 
major purchases of common property. 

9. Receive objective, unbiased, unslanted news 
reporting from local news sources. 

10. Be informed beforehand by the Developer on 
any major change in our community.           □ 

  

AAC South of CR466 
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The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the 
Property Owners' Association of The Villages, Inc. 
Articles represent the opinion of the POA or the 
writer, and Letters to the POA postings represent 
the opinions of the writers. Care is taken to ensure 
that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from 
reliable sources.  

The POA assumes no liability for any infor-
mation published, opinions expressed, or delivery to 
any person or location. The POA does not endorse 
or recommend the products or services of any adver-
tiser or discount partner. All publication rights are 
reserved. Publication or reprinting of any material 
contained herein is by written permission only.       □ 

PROFESSIONAL 

10% POA Discount, must present membership card. 
NO MINIMUM ORDER  

 

 

352-259-0131 

EMBROIDERY 
Audrey Ann Originals 

Screen Printing, Creative Custom Logos 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Polo Shirts 

Hats                   Tee Shirts 

               Golf Towels 
    LOWEST PRICES & BEST SERVICE 

for Clubs & Businesses 

and services, and the amenity fees you pay 
monthly?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
3. South of CR466, there is a Project Wide 

Advisory Committee (PWAC); Do you know 
what it is and what it does?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

4. As a resident living south of CR466, 
would  you prefer to 'directly elect' the people 
who are responsible for controlling your 
amenities and the fees you pay monthly?    

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Do you believe that by establishing an 
'AAC entity' south of CR466, it would better 
insure 'Villager participation' in issues important 
to the quality of your daily lives and add an im-
portant degree of equality among and between 
all Villagers, north and south of CR466? 

 
 
 

 
 
6. Would you consider the establishment of an 

AAC, SOUTH of CR466, as a "necessary" addition 

(Continued on page 4) 

 However, the 2008 lawsuit settlement agree-
ment created an Amenity AUTHORITY 
Committee through an Interlocal Agreement 
(allowed by Florida Statute). Therefore, the 
POA does not accept Ms. Tutt's interpreta-
tion that the AAC was "court ordered"; ra-
ther, it is the POA's position that the VCCDD 
accepted the establishment of the AAC as a 
part of the settlement agreement. 

 The POA believed the purchase by the 
SLCDD was right, but remains steadfast 
in its support of residents' rights to elect 
the people who will make decisions about 
their amenity facilities, services, fees, and 
prevailing rates. 

 

Survey Results: 
Of the 9,499 emailed surveys, there was a 

17% response rate. Additional surveys were 
submitted by mail from the Bulletin article. 
The survey revealed two key points: 1) Resi-
dents are generally unaware of what PWAC 
and the SLCDD are, what they do, and how 
they are appointed/elected; and 2) Resident 
respondents overwhelmingly support the crea-
tion of an Amenity AUTHORITY Committee. 
Following are each question and responses. 

1. Do you know what the Sumter Landing 
Community Development District (SLCDD) 
is and how its Supervisors are elected? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   

2. Does it matter to you that an entity elected/
appointed by the Developer (the SLCDD, 
none of whom reside in The Villages), opera-
tionally control both your amenity facilities 

(Continued from page 1) 
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POA Membership is a Great Value! 

Page 3 

□ One year - 2017 - $10 per/household 

□ Two years - 2017/2018 - $20 per/household 
□ Three years - 2017/2018/2019 - $30 per/household 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF THE POA  

POA 2017 AND BEYOND MEMBERSHIP & CONTRIBUTION FORM 
Please complete each section and return to: The POA, P.O. Box 386, Oxford, FL 34484             

 

PLEASE PRINT! or Use the ONLINE FORM found online at poa4us.org 
 

□ New Member     □ Renewal     Number of People in Household: _____ 
 
 

NAME(S)(1)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
(SAME LAST NAME) 

 

NAME(S)(2)_______________________________________________________________________________ 
(DIFFERENT LAST NAME) 

 

 

ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

VILLAGE_____________________________________________VILLAGES ID#________________ 
 

  

 CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE__________________________________________________ 
 
 

PHONE __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

EMAIL __________________________________________________________________________________ 
(We respect your privacy. Your email address is for POA Official use ONLY) 

 
 MEMBERSHIP  
 DUES (Please Select One):               

  
ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION IF DESIRED: Please accept my  
additional contribution to the POA in the following amount:        $___________  
 

TOTAL AMOUNT FOR DUES AND ANY CONTRIBUTIONS:    $___________ 
 

□ Enclosed is a Stamped, Self-Addressed      □ Please hold my POA Membership 
Envelope, along with this form and my check.   Card for me to pick up at one of the  
Please mail my Membership Card to me.          monthly POA Meetings.  

 

wonderful golf courses and pools, recreation 
centers, activities galore, beautiful landscapes 
and preserves, fantastic town squares…the list 
goes on. And, we are blessed to have excellent 
leadership at the District level, with District 
Manager Janet Tutt at the helm, along with an 
absolute army of excellent departmental lead-
ers and staff. 

The POA can help you if you help us by 
strengthening our membership and getting in-
volved! $10 a year? You can't beat it! If you 
haven't sent in your prefilled renewal form, 
please do it today. If you're reading this and 
you've never been a member, please use the 
form below or go online at poa4us.org. Make 
your check payable to the POA.  

Where can you get an advocate, informative 
programs, discounts from businesses, and a 
wealth of information about the community 
you live in for just $10 a year? That's right – 
the Property Owners' Association of The Vil-
lages. The monthly Bulletin strives to give you 
factual information from the perspective of 
how something might affect the residents and 
is delivered to every driveway. The Villages is 
a wonderful place to live and the POA wants to 
do all it can to help make it even better. That 
means sometimes we have to play the "devil's 
advocate" to really dig deep into decisions that 
might affect our futures and property values. 

We live in what is arguably the most unique 
community in the country. We are blessed with □ 

BULLETIN 
DELIVERY 

(Stop/Restart Date) 
delivery@poa4us.org 

352-325-1540  

 

Seasonal Residents  
PLEASE  
   HELP 

 
 
 

If you are a seasonal resident, please let us 
know the DATES you will be away, at 
least 2 WEEKS before departing, and we 
will stop delivery of the Bulletin during that 
time. If we inadvertently deliver to an unoc-
cupied house, thank you in advance if you or 
one of your neighbors can pick up the Bulle-
tin and either keep or discard it.                   □ 

 HELP WANTED 
Delivery Person for distribution 

of the monthly POA Bulletin 
  

Once a month, about 8 to 10 hours, in-
creasing as more houses are built and occu-
pied. For a route including LaBelle, Osceola 
Hills, Pine Ridge & Pine Hills. Applicant 
must be full time resident. Attractive com-
pensation. Starting May 2. Must have reliable 
golf cart, able to lift 15 pounds, and have reli-
able transportation to pick up your papers in 
Leesburg. Email your name, address, village, 
and phone number to delivery@poa4us.org 
for consideration.                                           □ 

Page 18 

National Retirees  
Legislative Network 

(NRLN) -Villages Chapter 
Washington DC Lobby Report  

 

Thank You Irish-Americans and Recreation 
Department for a Great Parade! 

http://www.poa4us.org
mailto:Delivery@poa4us.org
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Taxes are due  
on APRIL 18  

this year! 
  X 

allowed by Florida Statute. The opinion of 
the POA's attorney is that a judge could not 
order an action that is, as Ms. Tutt states, not 
allowed by the law.  

There is, therefore, a simple question that 
needs to be answered first: ARE THE 
SLCDD AND THE DEVELOPER WILL-
ING TO CONSIDER ESTABLISHING AN 
AMENITY AUTHORITY COMMITTEE? 
If, as has been stated in the past by both Mr. 
Gary Morse and Mr. Mark Morse (See POA 
November 2016 Bulletin, Page 1, by going to 
poa4us.org and click on "Bulletin Archives"), 
the answer is "YES", then we can get to the 
second question of whether or not it can be 
done legally. If the answer to the first question  
is "NO", then District Manager Tutt and the 
Developer appointed SLCDD Board should 
stop hiding behind "the law" and tell the resi-
dents they do not want to do what the resi-
dents have asked. The POA, therefore, re-
spectfully requests that the SLCDD answer 
this specific question as to whether or not they 
wish to create an Amenity AUTHORITY 
Committee if it can be created via the same 
type of Interlocal Agreement per Chapters 190 
and 163 of the Florida Statute.                       □ 

select "Sumter Landing" under the "Your Dis-
trict" tab. Let them know that you want the 
same kind of Interlocal Agreement establish-
ing an Amenity AUTHORITY Committee as 
was done for residents north of CR466. Their 
meetings are held on the Thursday before the 
third Friday at 10AM at the District Office in 
Lake Sumter Landing. Attend these meetings 
as well, and speak up! 

Time is of the essence. At the February 
PWAC meeting, Chairman Peter Moeller indi-
cated that the discussion about adding the 
amenity responsibilities would occur sooner 
rather than later. Ms. Tutt has said that once 
the budgets have been revised for 2016/17 the 
discussion can occur, which she expects to 
present at the April 3 PWAC meeting. (See 
Page 5.) Attend this and every District Board, 
PWAC and SLCDD meeting until it has been 
proven that this can or cannot be done. 

 

THE BOTTOM LINE ON THIS ISSUE 
Ms. Tutt has repeatedly given several rea-

sons for not creating a separate Amenity 
AUHORITY Committee, key among them 
that it is between the Developer and the 
SLCDD and the residents have no say, and 
that it is not permitted by Chapters 190 and 
163. The POA has also obtained a legal opin-
ion and believes the 2008 lawsuit settlement 
agreement was the vehicle that established  
the AAC north of CR466 through an Interlo-
cal Agreement with the VCCDD, and that it is 

AAC South of CR466 

Paradise Pavers 
& Coping, LLC 

352-753-2156 

 

"Paving Your Way 
To Paradise" 

 Decorative Walls • Repairs • Re-Seals 

Free Estimates 
No Deposits Required 

$25 Gift Card 
Installation of your choice 

OR 10% Off  
Pressure Wash or Re-Seal 

to our local government? 
 
 
 
 
 
We also received hundreds of comments on 

this topic, and thank the residents for their input. 
 

Next Steps: 
What can residents do to have an impact on 

the outcome of the governance structure south 
of CR466 and ensure that every option is con-
sidered? 

Call and/or send an email to your District 
supervisors expressing your support for an 
Amenity AUTHORITY Committee. You can 
find their email addresses and phone numbers 
on districtgov.org, select the District you live 
in under "Your District", and on the left hand 
column, select "Board of Supervisors". You can 
also find your district's meeting date and time 
on this site. Attend the next meeting to express 
your concerns about how this is being handled 
and that you do not support an Amenity Advi-
sory function being added to PWAC. 

Call and/or send an email to the SLCDD 
Board members. Find their contact infor-
mation on the districtgov.org website and 

(Continued from page 2) 
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PWAC/Amenities 
Tutt's recommendation to use PWAC as its 
sounding board on amenity issues instead of 
considering the establishment of an Amenity 
AUTHORITY Committee, a required resolu-
tion amending PWAC's role has not yet been 
presented or approved. 

The POA continues to advocate for resi-
dents' rights to directly elect members of an 
Amenity AUTHORITY Committee to man-
age their amenity facilities, services and fees 
(see Page 1 Story). Now is the time for resi-
dents to express their feelings on this matter. 
See Page 4 for recommended actions and con-
tact information. Make plans to attend both 
the PWAC and SLCDD meetings in April!  

Following are the meeting times and loca-
tions. Watch for the agendas to be posted, on 
the districtgov.org website, one week prior to 
each meeting.  

 

Project Wide Advisory Committee: 
Monday, April 3, 2017 at 9AM 
District Office at Lake Sumter Landing 

– 2nd floor, 984 Old Mill Run (in the walkway 

(Continued from page 1) 

across from Starbucks) 
districtgov.org – click on "Committees" 

and select "Project Wide Advisory" for com-
mittee member email addresses and phone 
numbers, and meeting agenda. 

 

Sumter Landing Community Devel-
opment District: 

Thursday April 20, 2017 at 10AM 
District Office at Lake Sumter Landing 

– 2nd floor, 984 Old Mill Run (in the walkway 
across from Starbucks) 

districtgov.org – click on "Your District" and 
select "Sumter Landing" and then select "Board of 
Supervisors" for committee member email ad-
dresses and phone numbers, and meeting agenda.□ 

     607 Hwy 466, Lady Lake, FL 32159 

Saving Precious  
Memories 

 

 

Convert your VHS, VHSC, 
Mini's and Hi8 cassettes to DVD! 

$8.50 per cassette  
 

We also convert audio tapes, slides, & 8mm. 

Call for a Quote: 352-750-2755     
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No Deductibles ~ Unlimited Service Calls 
All Labor Charges ~ All Functional Parts 

*For appliances up to 10 years old.  
Offer extended through Apr 30, 2017 

BROWARD FACTORY SERVICE 
Sales – Service – Contracts 

 

Licenses:  CAC057400  ES0000336  CFC056867  

15980 S US Hwy 441 – Summerfield 
BrowardFactory.com (352) 307-5100 

 Gerry Lachnicht of Sabal Trust Company 
– affiliated with The Villages Operating 
Company. 

 Randy McDaniel, head of the Villages Char-
ter School. 

 

Now let's look at what these commercial 
district boards are responsible for.  

 

The VCCDD serves as the "management" 
arm of The Villages. The VCCDD hires the 
District Manager. The costs for these manage-
ment  functions – personnel, buildings and over-
head  (utilities/landscaping),  operating supplies 
and equipment – are allocated to all the other 
districts, achieving an "economy of scale" so 
each district does not have to provide its own 
layer of staff and services. 

 

Both the VCCDD and SLCDD have pur-
chased all of the Amenity Fees and contractual 
obligations, meaning they own most of the fa-
cilities, such as recreation centers, postal 
parks, gatehouses and executive golf courses 
and collect, spend and set the resident-paid 
amenity fees to fund their operations and up-
keep. They also manage/provide services to 
residents, such as common area maintenance, 
Community Watch, water retention areas, and 
Villages Public Safety, also paid for with resi-
dent-paid amenity fees. 

 

Recall that the Amenity AUTHORITY 
Committee (AAC) was established by an In-
terlocal Agreement, between Districts 1-4, La-
dy Lake/Lake County and the VCCDD as part 
of the 2008 lawsuit settlement, and has discre-
tion over all non-bond required Recreation 
Amenity Division (RAD) funds, rate setting of 
Amenity Facility user fees, and policy control 
over operations of the Amenity Facilities and 
Services. The Amenity AUTHORITY Com-
mittee members are elected by landowners, 
meaning there is one vote per (household) 
landowner parcel. District Manager Tutt and 
the SLCDD have recommended that the Pro-
ject Wide Advisory Committee give input to 
the SLCDD with respect to amenity facilities, 
services and fees south of CR466, instead of 
establishing an Amenity AUTHORITY Com-
mittee for the residents (See story, Page 1), 
which has the power to make decisions, not 
just recommend them. 

 

Brownwood Community Development 
District (BCDD) is funded only through as-
sessments on properties in its geographic area 
and provides no services to residents.            □ 
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Guest Speaker:     
Chelsea N. Abend 

Estate Planning  
Attorney 

LakecountyTAG.com 
(Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards  
Inc. owns the certification marks, CPF®, CERTIFIED  
FINANCIAL PLANNER ™ and CFP® in the US) 

 

Event Topics 
*Estate Planning in Retirement  

*Social Security Maximization  

in Retirement  

*Income Planning in Retirement              

      *Taxes in Retirement  

       

Lake County Tax Advisory 
Group  

 

Join us for: "Stability in a Volatile  
Environment: Learn from the PAST and 

PREPARE for the FUTURE!"  

Visit Our Website For  
Upcoming Workshops  
www.lakecountytag.com 

 
 

**PLEASE NO ATTENDEES UNDER THE AGE OF 50** 
 

 Seating is Limited, Call RSVP 800-437-9155.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Michael J.  
Fleishhauer  
CPA, CFP® 
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Commercial  
Community  
Development  

Districts (CDDs): 
What are Their Powers and 
Who Do They Represent? 

Hopefully, Villagers have a better under-
standing of the role of their numbered residen-
tial Community Development District Board 
of Supervisors (CDD) after the articles and 
information in the March 2017 Bulletin. You 
will recall these Supervisors are the only offi-
cials that residents directly elect in the districts 
south of CR466. North of CR466 in Districts 1
-4, and Lady Lake and Lake County residents, 
via a landowner election, also select the repre-
sentatives to the Amenity AUTHORITY Com-
mittee. Literally thousands of residents cast 
votes for people who live in their districts to 
represent them.  

 

What about the Commercial CDDs? Who 
elects them and what are their powers? 

There aren't any residents in these districts 
so they are set up with bi-annual landowner 
elections. Who owns the many parcels of land 
in these districts? Primarily, the Developer. 
While thousands of residents elect their district 
supervisors, only 35 votes were cast in the 2016 
landowner election for the SLCDD area. There 
is no requirement that the supervisors elected 
to these commercial boards live in The Villag-
es, and in fact, with the exception of one mem-
ber of the Village Center Community Develop-
ment District (VCCDD), no others currently 
live in The Villages. Some of them live as far 
away as Orlando! 

 

Let's continue to use the SLCDD as an ex-
ample. Following is a list of the current 
SLCDD supervisors and their current or previ-
ous employment affiliations: 
 Mike Berning, head of sales and marketing 

for The Villages. 
 Joseph Nisbett, owner of country clubs in 

The Villages. 
 Brad Brown, who for many years headed 

The Villages Insurance. 

We Sell All Moving Supplies! 
• Packing  • Paper  • Boxes 

352-751-2750 
611 North Dixie Ave. 

Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

Village Mover 
Old Fashion Quality Moving Experience 

 

Mike Collop 

tel:%28800%29%20437-9155


 

 

Will Pick Up When You 
Call or Arrange a  
Convenient Time 

The POA Website – poa4us.org      

 

State License  #MRSA 463 

 GOT MOLD? 
IS YOUR HOME MAKING YOU SICK? 
DOES YOUR HOME SMELL MUSTY? 

352-840-3043 
FLORIDA    MOLD  

TESTING SINCE 1991 

TOXIC MOLD TESTING 
FORMALDEHYDE TESTING 

 

  Top Soil ~ Railroad Ties ~ Boulders 
Granite ~ Fill, Sand & Clay ~ Cypress 

Lime & Mulches ~ Lava & River Rocks 
Basket Rock Flat ~ Pine Bark & Straw 

 

13665 SE US Hwy 441 
Summerfield, FL 34491 

352-245-7900 

The caregiver advocate provides support, direction, 

education and guidance during critical care experiences 

and crisis management. If you have a loved one in the 

hospital and are unsure of what your options and re-

sources are, a health care advocate can help make sure 

that all of your resources are being presented and your 

rights are being respected. When a loved one is in the 

hospital, decision-making can be difficult especially in 

such an overwhelming healthcare arena. The Tri-County 

Caregiver Resource Center can supply you with an  

advocate and help families put a caregiving action plan 

in place for future planning in hopes of preventing crisis 

management from a hospital bed. Transitioning your 

loved one from hospital, to rehab and back to home 

successfully is difficult to do because there is so much 

information and knowledge necessary to make the best 

decisions. The Resource Center will help direct the  

options that best suit your clinical financial and social 

criteria so that the family does not have to run in many 

different directions chasing options that end up not 

being appropriate. If you would like more information 

please contact the Tri-County Caregiver Resource Cen-

ter at 352-775-2952. We are a non-profit organization 

with the goal of providing a trusted source of education 

and guidance for our community. 
 

Do you need: 
 

□ Meals       □ Medical Equipment 

□ Pet Care      □ Pharmacy Home Delivery 

□ Transportation  □ Respite 

□ Caregiver Education □ Placement Services 

□ PT at Home    □ Physician Referrals 

Members Only Lounge  
Open 7 days a week from 12  noon 

Lounge: 352-750-0639 
 
 

 

Office hours 9AM to 4PM  
Office: 352-750-2099 

 609 W Lady Lake Blvd 
  

War Time Veteran?   

 

Consider Joining Our Smoke Free Post. 
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Great Products. Great Prices.  
Great Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Wildwood - 352.330.1718 
 6000 Signature Drive 
(Across from Brownwood™ on 44) 

Mon-Sat 7am-6pm • Sun 10am-4pm 
Go to www.sparrbuilding.com 
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End of Life Issues 
A Subject No One Wants to 

Talk About, But Information 

You Need to Know 
At the February Membership Meeting, a 

diverse panel provided much-needed infor-
mation about end of life issues, a topic none 
of us really want to think about, but know we 
should. Fortunately there are many resources 
available to help us with this difficult topic, 
and planning steps that can be taken to make 
decisions easier to address before the necessi-
ty arises. 

 

Ms. Katina Pantazis, Esq., Elder Law At-
torney advised that end of life legal issues are 
not just for elderly people to think about, but 
that adults of all ages should have a plan in 
place when thinking about how and to whom 
to leave their assets. Among the documents 
Ms. Pantazis says are crucial are: 

 

  Power of Attorney names the person 
who will make financial decisions when you 
no longer have the capacity to make decisions 
yourself. 

  Advanced Directive names the person 
who will be your healthcare surrogate and will 
give consent on your behalf regarding any 
health-related matters. 

Dr. Dana Cowles, The Villages Regional 
Hospital Emergency Room Physician talked 
about "Death, Dignity and Dying". Dr. 
Cowles said the secret to happiness is having 
options – if you're doing what you're doing 
because you chose it, you'll be happy. He be-
lieves that everyone chooses when they are 
going to die. He also believes that Americans 
think death is optional and when you decide 
you don't want to go on any more, you die. 

Dr. Cowles stated that a doctor has a right 
to save your life, but not to prolong your 
death. He said his bad days are when he has 
no solutions or options. Whether in life or 
death, the more options a person has, the hap-
pier they will be. 

Ms. Krista Schueler, Clinical Liaison, Cor-
nerstone Hospice and Palliative Care said that 
no matter how old you are, now is the time to 
start making decisions and having discussions. 
She described hospice as a philosophy of care 
focusing on pain and symptom management. 
It also includes the emotional needs of care-
givers, such as depression, stress and anger. 
Cornerstone has a multi-disciplinary team ap-
proach that addresses quality of life and tak-
ing away the fear of the unknown. Their team 
includes social workers, nurses, aids, chap-
lains, volunteers for respite care, and hospice 
physicians. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Serving the Southeastern United States Since 1998 

  Living Will is the end of life document 
that says if two physicians agree you don't 
have the ability to come back you will be able 
to die peacefully. 

Other considerations regarding wills and 
trusts depend upon individual circumstances, 
such as, whether you have a child or depend-
ent with a disability that will need to be taken 
care of. Planning for long-term care will help 
when expenses aren't covered by other sources 
to determine Medicaid eligibility. Asset and 
income tests are done to determine eligibility 
for Medicaid and include a 5-year "look 
back". This means you shouldn't necessarily 
give everything to your kids, because the in-
come or asset may still be considered in deter-
mining eligibility if you give it to them within 
the previous 5 years. 

Ms. Pantazis also suggested thinking about 
your plan including things, such as driving, how 
and where you want to live – as part of a com-
munity, at your house, independent or assisted 
living, in Florida or near children. You can get 
Medicaid to be in your home, but she cau-
tioned there is a waiting list of 40,000 people 
and the chances of getting it are low. Medicaid 
will pay for skilled nursing facilities, but you 
need to make sure the facility will accept it. 

Ms. Pantazis also advised that if your Pow-
er of Attorney document was done before Oc-
tober 2011, check to see if you need to have it 
updated, as Florida laws have changed. 

WILLS 
TRUSTS 

LONG TERM CARE 
PLANNING 

 

Katina Pantazis, Esq. 
Serving The Villages with FREE Office Consultations 

Home Consultations available upon request 

Attorney at Law 
13710 N US HWY 441, Suite 500 
The Villages, FL 32159 
(just south of Billy's Café) 

352-600-2987 katinap@lawkppa.com 
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 End Of Life 

Ms. Schueler made the point that not all 
hospice patients are dying; some people im-
prove and come off of care. Cornerstone be-
lieves that hospice is all about living. 

Hospice services are 100% covered by 
Medicare according to Ms. Schueler, and 95% 
of hospice care is done in people's homes. 

Ms. Denise Johnson, Licensed Pre-planning 
Counselor, Baldwin Brothers Funeral and Cre-
mation Society, discussed making arrange-
ments in advance for what happens to your 
body after you die. Among the benefits of 
making these decisions, before it becomes 
necessary, are: 

 

  You have time to think about what is im-
portant to you – where and how will your 
body be taken care of? Do you wish to be bur-
ied or cremated? Where do you want your re-
mains to be located? 

  Decisions are easier when you or your 
family are not grieving or emotional. 

  Pre-planning often locks in pricing. 
  You can set aside funds. 
 

The process of pre-planning requires hav-
ing certain pieces of information that have to 
be reported – date of birth, social security 
number, education, mother's maiden name, 
etc. It also requires a signature in advance to 
give permission for embalming or cremation. 
You may need to consider complications, such 
as second marriage families or children who 
don't get along. 

Ms. Johnson said that funeral homes are on-
call 24-hours a day. When you pre-plan, you 
need to let your family know. Often pre-
planning and discussion with family helps 
them with closure. 

 

Questions and Responses 
Q1. Is organ donation part of the pre-

planning process? R. Organ donation is not 
part of the formal pre-planning process with a 
funeral home, but is done in advance of death 
by registering your intent to be a donor. You 
should also let your family know of your 
wishes. 

Q2. Are there different kinds of cremation? 
R. There is the standard flame-based crema-
tion and there are "earth smart" methods that 
include a lower emission flame-based and also 

(Continued from page 8) 

a water-based cremation process. There are 
only 2 crematories in Florida that offer water- 
based cremation. 

Q3. Can you give more information about 
the 5-year rule? R. Any asset with your name on 
it within 5 years of applying for Medicaid for 
skilled nursing is considered 100% your asset. 

Q4. Regarding a DNR (Do Not Resusci-
tate) order, who determines when a person can 
be resuscitated and can a family member over-
ride the order? R. The State of Florida re-
quires the original yellow copy of the order. 
Often that copy is not available and physicians 
try to make assumptions or act in accordance 
with what they think the patient's wishes are. 
A DNR can only be executed after a person is 
no longer breathing and the heart has stopped. 
If the original is available, a family member 
cannot override the order. This is different 
than a Living Will.  

Q5. Who controls the money held in es-
crow paid for pre-planning? What if the funer-
al home goes out of business? R. Within 30 
days of the pre-planning agreement, the funer-
al home must deposit the money into an es-
crow account with a trust company that has 
been approved by the state. In Florida this is 
regulated by the FL Department of Financial 
Resources and audits are routinely conducted. 
The funeral home cannot access the funds un-
til proof of death is provided. If the funeral 
home is purchased they have to accept and 

 VIAGRA                SPIRIVA                   CIALIS 
100MG GEN         18MCG           20MG GEN 
$4 EACH         90 FOR $151.75       $5 EACH 

honor any pre-plans. If the funeral home 
"disappears", you can take those funds to an-
other funeral home. If there is a difference in 
the price originally paid, there is a consumer 
protection fund that can make up the discrep-
ancy. 

Q6. How do you get into hospice care? R. 
You can call Cornerstone, or any hospice care 
company, for information. There are a variety 
of requirements that include a physician's di-
agnosis/recommendation, and Medicare crite-
ria that are based on conditions that are life-
limiting and include such things as frequent 
infections and functional decline.                  □ 
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cate that up to 20,300 dwelling units will be 
allowed. 

Among the actions to date were the City of 
Wildwood's annexation of several hundred 
acres and the introduction of two ordinances 
that will rezone approximately 4,518 acres and 
amend the City's Land Use Element of its 
Comprehensive Plan. The plan allows for up to 

20,300 Residential dwelling units  
1,681,000 Non-Residential square feet  
288,000 Government/Office square feet. 

No End in Sight to Villages Growth 
On the heels of the grand opening of the 

new Village of Fenney, steps are being taken 
that will allow for the future development of 
the rest of the 8,000 acres south of SR44. 
Somewhere between 14,000 and 20,300 home 
will be built in the newly designated Village 
of Southern Oaks.  

According to a story in the January 27 Vil-

lages Daily Sun, 4,600 of 14,000 homes are 
being built in Fenney and the rest in Southern 
Oaks. The City of Wildwood documents indi-

 

Five Star Enterprises  
352-207-8912   

  

$500 OFF --- Lifetime Paint Job 
 

Exterior & Interior   
 

Power Wash Homes 
 

Chemically Clean Roofs,  
Hacienda Walls, etc. 

 

Make Driveway Pavers Look New!! 
 

Clean, Sand & Reseal     
     

100% Satisfaction Guarantee  

  by BEFORE you  
  BUY or RENEW!!                                                                     

 REPRESENTING 
MORE THAN 50 COMPANIES 

352-674-9015 

ALL IN ONE INSURANCE 

  

The BEST PROTECTION at 
 the LOWEST PRICE! 

THINKING ABOUT  

INSURANCE? 

526 N US HWY 27/441, Lady Lake 
Village Crossroads Plaza 

LOCATED BETWEEN BEST BUY AND HONEY BAKED HAM    

 AUTO, HOME, GOLF CART, FLOOD 
~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~*~* ~*~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~*~* ~*~*~* 

SINKHOLE COVERAGE, 
IF AVAILABLE 

~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~*~* ~*~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~*~* ~*~*~* 

 MOBILE HOME, RV'S,  
MOTORCYCLE, BOATS  

BUSINESS INSURANCE,  
SPECIAL EVENTS, UBER COVERAGE 

~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~*~* ~*~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~* ~* ~*~*~* ~*~*~* 

DIRECTOR & OFFICERS,  
WORKERS COMP, BONDS  

 

*** NOTE: WE ALSO HAVE COVERAGES FOR 
LIFE, HEALTH, DENTAL, AFLAC PLANS  

         AND TRAVEL MEDICAL INSURANCE ***  

Take a look at how this massive expansion 
compares to already developed residential dis-
tricts in The Villages: 
 

TOTAL HOMES UPON COMPLETION 
OF DISTRICTS: 
LL/Lake County  5,807 
CDD#1              3,420 
CDD#2              3,668 
CDD#3              3,762 
CDD#4                   5,432 
Total             22,089 

All  
Homesites 
NORTH  
of CR466 

CDD#5         6,399 
CDD#6         6,697 
CDD#7              4,765 
CDD#8              5,193        
Total          23,054     
CDD #9             5,376 
CDD#10            6,639 
CDD#11            2,055 
Total          14,070     
TOTAL  
HOMESITES 59,213  

(Continued on page 11) 

All Homesites  
BETWEEN 

CR466 & CR466A 

All Homesites  
BETWEEN 

CR466A & SR44 

NORTH OF SR44  

VICTIM OF A GOLF CART  
ACCIDENT OR NEAR MISS?? 

See Q2 on Page  18 of this Bulletin 
For Info on NEW Cart Safety Group 

tel:%28352%29%20207-8912
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BONE DRY  
ROOFING, LLC 

  Insurance Inspections 
    Citizens Approved 

 

Repair or Replacement of Shingle,  
Tile, Metal and Rubber Roof Systems,  

TPO Rubber Roof Overs 
 

All of my roofers have 25+ Years  
Experience roofing in Central Florida 

 
 

CALL TO DISCUSS YOUR OPTIONS 

 Pete Tsirnikas (352) 669-6607 
Licensed –  Bonded  –  Insured 

Family Owned and Operated 

                  RC 29027460 

It is likely that many current Villagers heard 
these same arguments in their home communi-
ties when new developments were proposed. 
Most community officials believe that if the 
proper development standards have been care-
fully put into place and are well-managed, 
growth is better than the alternative. In The 
Villages, people will make their own personal 
assessments of how continued growth will af-
fect them and how they feel about it.              □ 
 

SOUTH OF 
SR44 

Proposed New  
Homes             20,300       

 

The addition of 20,300 homes will in-
crease the size of The Villages by 34%! 

 
The continued growth of The Villages is a 

double edged sword and can be effectively 
debated as both positive and negative. The 
positives are mainly for new people who wish 
to purchase and retire in "Florida's Friendliest 
Hometown". Questions and concerns arise 
over increased traffic, added stress on golf 
courses, recreational facilities, pools and other 
amenity services, more crowded health care 
facilities, and more crowded town squares, 
restaurants and shops. The biggest question 
for current homeowners is, perhaps, the im-
pact on their home values. If there are thou-
sands of new homes of comparable cost to ex-
isting homes, does it limit existing homeown-
ers' ability to sell their homes and does it re-
duce their value compared to the new home?  

(Continued from page 10) 

 

Irrigation  
Maintenance  

& Repair 
$35  

System tune-up.  Check & adjust  
entire system and provide written  

estimate to fix problems. 
 

352-409-3163 
(Service  not  available  in  Marion  County) 

14th 

16th Passover 
11-18th 



Board of Supervisors addressed concerns 
about cars parked in Villa overflow parking, often 
for months. About a dozen residents from the 
Vera Cruz Villas, in Santa Domingo, complained 
that there is no parking for visitors and caregivers. 

District Counsel Valerie Fuchs said there are no 
deed restrictions and no definition for "temporary". 
She suggested posting temporary parking area 
signs citing the Plat and Page Number. Anoth-
er district has posted the signs and reports that 
it has helped curtail the problem.  

Ms. Fuchs also stated that districts have no 
law enforcement powers, but reminded the Su-
pervisors that Chapter 190 was amended giv-
ing them the opportunity to establish towing 
rules. If a district created these rules it would 
also have to provide definitions, establish con-
tracts with towing companies, and post signs. 

Ms. Fuchs said the deed restrictions state 
that homeowners will only park personal vehi-
cles in their driveway or garage, so if it can be 
proven that a car is registered to a homeowner, 
the deed restriction violation process could be 

(Continued on page 14) 

DID YOU KNOW 
WE ALSO  

OFFER  
PROPERTY  

MANAGEMENT 
AND  

RENTALS??? 
 
 
 

 
Call Us at  

(352) 753-7500 

Our Realtors Serve With  
Commitment… 

You are our FIRST priority 

Integrity...  
We strive do the RIGHT thing 

Passion…  
To get your home sold for the  

MOST MONEY  
the market will allow 

 

We are the TOP SELLING  
Realtors in The Villages 

 

The NUMBER ONE  
Choice to Sell Your Home 

 

CALL US TODAY for Your FREE Market 

Update or Home Valuation of your home! 
 

Call Us at (352) 753-7500 
Realty Executives Real Estate and Property Management 
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CDD Meeting News 
Community Development District 2  
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#1  
REAL ESTATE  

COMPANY  
LOCATED ON 466  
IN THE VILLAGES 

       

       

       

   LOOK FOR OUR SATURDAY AD IN THE DAILY SUN 

Unless otherwise indicated, area code is 352. 

       Pat Serafino               Bob Berube              Mary Grant              Nancy Britton           Frank Melino              Eddie Manson             
           630-7230                     446-9969                      255-0300                      445-4564                     552-6773                      552-6998                       

   Milford Leedy            Tanya Vieira            Laura Hamlin       Nathan Piotrowski          Steve Savage            Jean Puckett              Ruby Davis-Jett             
        874-4777                      360-3339                 201-841-2565                863-327-7089               908-675-0533                  322-1374                         321-7854 

   Reba Pace                   Jody Held                  John Jones 
 717-439-6966                  446-6270             772-349-4136       

    Paul Kelly 
     571-0100 

       Karol Clark         Denis Bissonnette  John Mello/Linda Sears             
           255-7993                      446-7056            205-0595     205-0713                                 

         Sally Love                  Cindy Wise           Kathy Abruzzo            Glenn Stein               Laura Jensen             Julie Haines       
          430-6960                      446-8964                   552-1554               Broker/Owner                  460-7232                    512-8355                       

Annette            Beverly 
McCullough   Shive  
 

350-0168        409-6229                                    

    Lisa Esposito             Peggy Schaefer         Jim Van Ostran   Dave Head Dave Head 
          207-3311                       801-0040                     445-2300                     571-8001  

   Karla Mason             Frances Pierce                Cissie Smith                      
        430-7725                       459-5601                        391-0884        

Linda               Bunky 
Flack               Doxsee 
789-7966        603-5775  

tel:772-349-4136
tel:352-552-1554
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Paul Kelly is  
the ONE… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
helping you make 
your real estate 
HOME RUN! 

Paul Kelly is 
the ONE for 

Detail  
Oriented 
Service! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Go to  
www.PaulKelly.ONE 

and see why 
Paul Kelly is 

the ONE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paul Kelly 

352-571-0100 
www.PaulKelly.ONE www.groutsmithlms.com 

352-396-7813 

EXPIRES 4/30/17 

 Tile & Grout Cleaning  
 Grout Restoration 
 Color Matched Caulking 
 Granite Sealing 

 Loose & Hollow Tile ReBonding  
 Shower Repairs & Regrouting  

Still Cleaning Your 

Dirty Grout  

With This? 

 

 

         There is a                 

        Better Way! 

Ask About  

Our 10 Year  

Warranty  

Call & Schedule Your Free  
In-Home Demonstration 

(352) 396-7813  

CDD Meeting News 

    Linda Flack  
(352) 789-7966 

   Bunky Doxsee       
  (352) 603-5775 

 

Put Your Home In  
Experienced Hands...   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Less Time on the Market =  
More Money in Your Pocket 

  

Amenity Authority 
Committee (AAC) 

Meeting Summary 
March 8, 2017 

Old Business: 
  Rio Grande Non-Developer owned parcels – 
District Counsel Lewis Stone reported that he 
and District Manager Janet Tutt continue to 
work on setting up a meeting with Lake County. 
  The purchase contract for land has been sent 
to Church of Faith for their review and input. 
 

Capital Projects: 
  Hacienda Trail Multi-Modal Path – The Re-
quest for Qualifications (RFQ) committee met 
to review submittals and staff chose not to 
move forward as there were too many ques-
tions about certifications and other issues. In 
order to keep the project on track, staff is pre-
paring a Request for Proposal (RFP) that will 
include the RFQ. 
  Saddlebrook Recreation Center – Ms. Tutt 
reported that change orders as a result of issues 
discovered with water pipes in the men's bath-
room, damaged doorways and HVAC system 
retrofit will not exceed the approved $134,500. 
Roof shingles above the billiard room are no 
longer manufactured and will cost an additional 

(Continued on page 16) 

   

Anxiety, Weight, Smoking, Other Issues 

Most Insurances Accepted 

June N. Steinbock, LCZSW, CACH 
State Licensed & Certified - Village Resident  

initiated. It takes about six weeks to verify a 
tag with the FL Department of Motor Vehicles. 

District Manager Janet Tutt said that resi-
dents cannot be used as record keepers of vio-
lations. Supervisor Barton Zoeliner asked if 
Community Watch could be used and Ms. 
Tutt said they could, the District would have 

(Continued from page 12) 

to contract with them. She said she wouldn't 
go to Community Watch with a proposal until 
District counsel has looked at the process to 
see if it can be defended. 

Residents reported that many of the cars 
have expired tags or no tags at all. In that in-
stance, Ms. Tutt said the Sheriff's Department 
could get involved. NOTE: Residents who said 
they had stopped at the Sheriff's Office, after 
the meeting to report the vehicles, were told the 
sheriff would not get involved because these 
areas are considered private property. 

Supervisors decided to install signs at all 
Villa parking areas in District 2 as a first step 
in addressing the problem.                             □ 
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  ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 
ONE WEEK REAL ESTATE COURSE OFFERED AT FOXFIRE 
REALTY AND BEGIN YOUR NEW REAL ESTATE CAREER.            
 

FOXFIRE REALTY  IS HIRING AND TRAINING LICENSED,  
EXPERIENCED REAL ESTATE AGENTS AND NEW AGENTS  
LOOKING TO EXPAND THEIR CAREER!   
 

4 LOCATION AND GREAT PAY PLAN W/ 97% COMMISSION AVAILABLE. 

Call Us:  
Bob - Lady Lake/The Villages  

(352) 750-5110 office 
(352) 430-5249 cell 

Greg - Summerfield/The Villages  
(352) 307-0304 office 
(352) 210-8186 cell 

Visit us online at: www.foxfirerealty.com 
 

41 YEARS IN BUSINESS.   COME JOIN US!  

AAC Meeting 
$9,000. All these change orders are within the 
contingency set aside for the project. 
  An item not covered in the contingency is a 
bathroom in the new billiards room. Staff has 
identified a closet area they don't believe is 
needed, and recommend moving ahead with a 
$22,000 expense to install a bathroom. AAC 
members approved the recommendation. 
  Member Don Deakin asked for an update on 
the Mulberry sidewalk extension. Ms. Tutt re-
ported that the District 4 Board of Supervisors 
will be making a final cost determination at its 
next meeting. District Property Manager Sam 
Wartinbee said Kimley-Horn & Associates 
(KHA) said an additional median island is not 
required, but is a good idea. The sidewalk con-
nection is the AAC piece of this project, while 
other aspects fall as District 4's responsibility.  

(Continued from page 14) 

Information Items: 
  SR42 Property – Ms. Tutt reported that she 
had a phone call from the owner of the 40 acres 
previously discussed on SR42, indicating he is 
willing to sell the property. He called back at 
her request saying he had dropped the price to 
$2,830,000 (the same as the appraisal the Dis-
trict previously obtained). The owner was sur-
prised to learn that there is not full access to the 
parcel. AAC members agreed with Ms. Tutt's 
recommendation to advise him that the AAC 
does not accept his offer, and see if he comes 
back with a different offer. 
Supervisor Comments/Questions: 
  Lowell Barker asked about the status of ad-
ditional Petanque courts and Ms. Tutt said it 
would be discussed at the March 22 budget 
workshop meeting. 
  Mr. Deakin asked for an update on the 
"leaning" entrance wall at the Morse Boule-
vard and north entrance. Mr. Wartinbee said 
that borings indicated it could be repaired 
with "pinning". They are now developing the 
scope of work and getting costs. 
  John Wilcox asked why Wi-Fi PINs couldn't 
be stored in the same way they are on other 
systems (so you don't have to remember and re-
enter the PIN every time you log on). Ms. Tutt 
said the vendor they use does not allow codes 
to be stored, but advised there are apps where 
you can store your personal PIN in your phone. 

  Mr. Wilcox also requested that the Board 
get information in advance of the budget 
workshop meeting, as well as the information 
about Community Watch expenses. Ms. Tutt 
said they would use a PowerPoint presenta-
tion that has incorporated Mr. Wilcox's ques-
tions and addresses Community Watch. She 
said she had responded incorrectly to the ini-
tial question about the increase in costs and, 
after further review, found the increase is ac-
tually because of the license plate recognition 
program that was implemented. 
  Chairman Carl Bell reported that the Multi-
Modal Path Discussion Group met on March 
3. Individual districts will determine how to 
handle speed bumps/rumble strips. Wayfinding 
signage discussion could be a "bottomless pit" 
of requests, so there were no recommendations 
on this point. If stop signs are changed at all, 
they must go through engineering and adhere to 
Florida standards. Mr. Bell advised that none of 
these issues are within the purview of the AAC. 
Ms. Tutt clarified, in the context of the Hacien-
da reconstruction project, that wayfinding and 
directional signage is not included, but safety 
signage will be addressed.  

The next meeting of the AAC will be held 
on April 12, at 9AM, at Savannah Center. 
Agenda. Minutes can be found on district-
gov.org. Click on "Amenity Authority Com-
mittee" in the left column.                              □ 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ot9N6GLR5pAT98mTUqSs2Fb_TvGq8YSP1ZgooPIqFmzyOxAO_1zqjZg26-5p0JznEtOy4W6UXJTbh02rPsd16gs8EdA4M3x1rW19cijLzjLczdeCDS5TYVBRmxEo3XGN_roURVtP156NiuZEM2IxejWsKRRGR68IXrgXEx3lxBEmRU2heJmfOw==&c=QvDXF9mXHCw4zm4q_PCNT4b9CiGCxZgtlsQT-EY-l
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March Forum  
Questions & Responses 

Q1. What is the difference between the POA 
Bulletin and the VHA Voice? R. The POA and 
the VHA are two different organizations with 
separate monthly publications. The Bulletin is 
supported completely through paid advertising 
and is delivered monthly to every resident drive-
way, currently more than 50,000 copies. The 
Voice is published and delivered monthly with 
the Villages Daily Sun. 

The Property Owners' Association was 
formed in 1975 as a watchdog group for the 
Residents. It is the original homeowners' asso-
ciation, with no ties and/or affiliation to the De-
veloper, local government or business commu-
nity. It was apparently viewed as so powerful 
that the Developer announced, in 1985, it would 
no longer recognize the POA as the spokes 

(Continued on page 18) 

bers of the MMPDG concluded that each of 
the districts should include the following top-
ics on an upcoming agenda: 
 Review the speed bumps currently in-

stalled to determine if the District wants to 
keep the existing speed bumps and if a 
Board feels it is necessary, prior to any 
speed bumps being removed, have a Field 
Study completed by the Engineer to guar-
antee appropriate signage is present. 

 Have each "STOP" location within the dis-
tricts reviewed and made consistent with 
the recommendations made by the Engi-
neer. 

 Include a discussion to determine if each 
District will participate in a design study to 
implement wayfinding signage throughout 
The Villages. At a future MMPDG meeting, 
each Board will provide the framework for 
what Recreation facility, Town Square, etc., 
they believe should be included for their 
District. 

If you have input about these issues in your 
district, check your district's meeting agenda 
to see when it will be addressed. You can find 
this on districtgov.org by clicking on the 
"Your District" tab, select your district num-
ber and then select "Agendas and Minutes" 
from the left side menu. 

The MMPDG expects to meet again at the 
end of June.                                                     □ 

Multi-Modal Path 
Discussion Group 

Meeting Highlights 
March 3, 2017 

The Multi-Modal Path Discussion Group 
(MMPDG), with representatives from each of 
the Residential Districts 1-10, Project Wide 
Advisory Committee, and the Amenity Au-
thority Committee, held a meeting on March 3 
to hear input from the District's engineering 
firm, Kimley-Horn & Associates (KHA) on 
path users and design issues, speed bumps, 
speed humps, wayfinding signs and stop 
signs. The engineers said that Multi-use trails 
in The Villages must safely accommodate all 
modes of travel, any proposed changes must 
carefully consider impacts to all modes of 
travel, and proposed changes should come 
about slowly. 

KHA provided a recommendation for in-
stalling red regulatory "STOP" signs and a 
white "STOP" bar at locations where stop 
conditions occur. If necessary 24" painted 
"STOP" (on the pavement) could also be in-
cluded. As requested, each site would be 
looked at separately for location and applica-
tion of Stop Signs and Stop Bars. 

After discussion and resident input, mem-
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March Forum  
group for the residents (relations eased a bit 
over the years), and in 1991 tried a hostile 
takeover by running several people to take over 
the Board. That effort failed. 

Over the years, the POA has been active in 
helping residents resolve issues, such as HVAC 
warranties, replacement of defective Owens 
Corning roofs and replacement of vinyl siding, 
incorrectly installed. The POA is currently 
looking into an issue with cracked lanai ceil-
ings which was recently brought to our atten-
tion. There has been more than one successful 
class action lawsuit, most recently in 2008, 
when a settlement was reached for $40 Million 
and the Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) 
was created to make decisions about how resi-
dents' amenity fees are spent north of CR466.  

You can read about the many accomplish-
ments on behalf of residents on the POA web-
site poa4us.org. 

The VHA is the Villages Homeowners As-
sociation formed 25 years ago. In a letter to the 
VHA written in 1992, Mr. Gary Morse, the De-
veloper, said that they had agreed to have 
meetings with the VHA on the provision that 
they would not provide a forum for grievances 
for a disgruntled minority of residents, "which 
the POA professed to be". The letter went on to 
say that the VHA's fall meeting had "regressed 

(Continued from page 17) 

 

Our URGENT CARE is open 365 days at our Santa Barbara Location  
             

Mon-Fri 8AM-6PM ● Sat 9AM-4PM ● Sun 9AM-3PM 
                          

  IN-HOUSE PHARMACY 

to a format that will be unacceptable if meetings 
with your group are to continue". Unlike the 
POA, the VHA obviously addressed the con-
cerns of the Developer to his satisfaction. 

The POA believes there is room for more 
than one resident organization for The Villages 
110,000 residents. The VHA has many worthy 
programs and activities, such as conducting the 
new homeowners orientation, golf cart safety 
clinics and sponsoring hazard waste drop offs. 
The difference is that they have agreed not to 
be an advocate for the residents, when they 
have issues with the Developer or District gov-
ernment, as the POA has committed to do.    

Q2. Resident Sal Gentile commented that, 
approximately eight months ago, he was the 
victim of a passenger golf cart accident with 
injuries that resulted in spinal surgery, and that 
he has read about the efforts the POA has made 
regarding golf cart safety. 

He stated that golf carts are personal trans-
portation vehicles, you use them to go to the 
doctor, to the drug store and to dinner.  Unfor-
tunately, people also use them when drink-
ing. He would like to spearhead a committee of 
concerned resident volunteers to possibly or-
ganize a promotion for golf cart safety.  He 
would be willing to lead the group.  R. This is 
a great cause, and this is very noble. We will 
put a notice in the paper and forward any re-
sponses. Contact Sal at salgent13@gmail.com 
or by phone at 813-503-1421.                          □ 

NRLN Villages 
Chapter Member 

Endures Snow Storm 
to Lobby Congress 

By Debbie Austin 
NRLN Villages Chapter President 

When Ray Pasternak, a board member of 
the Villages Chapter of the National Retirees 
Legislative Network (NRLN), was in Wash-
ington, DC on March 13 and 14 to lobby 
members of Congress and their staffs it was 
reminiscent of his living in Detroit before 
moving to The Villages. 

Snowstorm "Stella" with high wind and sin-
gle digit wind chill moved into the nation's 
capital on Monday night, March 13, following 
Ray's participation in the NRLN's legislative 
action briefing session Monday afternoon to 
prepare 30 retiree organization leaders to advo-
cate for retirees' pension and health care issues. 
I was also scheduled to attend the Monday af-
ternoon meeting and do lobbying on Tuesday 
on Capitol Hill, however, my flight was can-
celled because Southwest Airlines feared the 
approaching snow storm. 

Ray's airline got him to Washington and he 
was a trooper on Tuesday, March 14. Sched-
uled Tuesday morning appointments with staff 
members for Congressman Daniel Webster 
(FL-11) and Senator Bill Nelson got cancelled 
when the federal government issued a 3-hour 
delay in opening offices.  

To fill in the time until an afternoon meet-
ing with NRLN President Bill Kadereit and 
two staff members for Senator Marco Rubio, 
Ray, a Chrysler retiree, joined up with mem-
bers of the National Chrysler Retirement Or-
ganization for a number of their lobbying ap-
pointments. (Obviously, staff members for 
Michigan and Ohio members of Congress didn't 
mind getting to the office on time in the snow.)  

Despite the snow, wind, awful traffic condi-
tions and some appointment cancelations, at-
tendees were able to represent you at more than 70 
different meetings in Senate and House offices. 

In the meeting with Senator Rubio's staff 
members, Celia Glassman and Eduardo Sa-
gasa, Ray and Bill presented the NRLN's posi-
tions on preserving Medicare benefits in the 

(Continued on page 19) 
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ler and CenturyLink retirees, have had their 
pension plans merged without advance approv-
al.) 
  The need for changes to ERISA to better 
protect pension plan beneficiaries when corpo-
rate Mergers, Acquisitions and Spin-offs of a 
piece of a company take place; (Lucent retirees' 
pension plan is now owned by Nokia, a Finnish 
company. DuPont Retirees Chapter members 
are concerned about a pending merger by their 
company with Dow that will have spin-offs.) 
  The need for changes to the Federal Bank-
ruptcy Code to provide fair and equal treatment 
for retirees facing loss of their pension and 
health care benefits comparable to the treat-
ment afforded to secured creditors. (NRLN 
Avaya Chapter members are fearful about their 
pensions and health care benefits in the current 
Avaya Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Retirees in 
NRLN associations, General Motors, Chrysler 
and Kodak, have been through the terrible 
bankruptcy process.)   
 

 

The NRLN holds meetings in the spring 
and fall when leaders of NRLN retiree associ-
ations and chapters go to Washington, DC to 
lobby their members of Congress on retire-
ment issues. Also, the NRLN employs in 
Washington, DC an Executive Director, and a 
Legislative Adviser is available as needed. 

 

To receive emails from the Villages Chap-
ter and the NRLN, go to nrln.org and click on 
the flashing red sign up icon at the top of the 
home page. On the sign up page, scroll down 
the list and select the "NRLN Villages Chap-
ter".  If you have a question about the Chapter 
or NRLN, send it to contact@nrln.org.         □ 

The POA Website - poa4us.org    

  The ACA's slowing of per Medicare benefi-
ciary could be lost. 

 

To help reduce the cost of prescription drugs, 
they requested Senator Rubio's support for: 
  Senate Bill 41, Medicare Prescription Drug 
Price Negotiation Act, to allow Medicare to 
negotiate the best possible price of prescrip-
tion drugs. 
  Senate Bill 92, Safe and Affordable Drugs 
from Canada Act, to allow individuals to im-
port a 90-day supply of prescription drugs from 
an approved Canadian pharmacy. Or, Senate 
Bill 469, Affordable and Safe Prescription 
Drug Importation Act, to allow Americans to 
import medicine from Canada and would au-
thorize the HHS Secretary in two years to allow 
importation from other advanced countries. 
  Senate Bill 124, Preserve Access to Afford-
able Generics Act, to expand consumers' ac-
cess to the cost-saving generic drugs and in-
crease competition between drug manufactur-
ers to end "pay for delay" deals—the practice 
of brand-name drug manufacturers using anti-
competitive pay-off agreements to keep more 
affordable generic equivalents off the market. 

 

Lobbying for better protection for pensions 
included:  
  The need for changes to ERISA that would 
require advance approval by the Pension Ben-
efits Guaranty Corporation and Department of 
Labor before two or more pension plans could 
be merged; (Two NRLN organizations, Chrys-

NRLN Lobby 

Affordable Care Act (ACA), the need to re-
duce the cost of prescription drugs and re-
quested amendments to the Employee Retire-
ment Income Security Act (ERISA) to better 
protect pensions. 

When the ACA was originally debated in 
Congress in 2010, the NRLN did not take a 
position on the entire bill. It supported provi-
sions in the bill favorable to retirees and op-
posed provisions of the bill unfavorable to re-
tirees. Likewise, with regard to action that 
Congress takes to repeal/replace the ACA, Ray 
and Bill advocated preserving what has been 
good for Medicare beneficiaries:  
  Medicare beneficiaries' preventive screenings;  
  Closing the Medicare Part D "donut hole"; 
  Rewarding health plans, doctors and other 
medical care providers when they improve 
quality of care and health outcomes.  

 

Also, they cautioned that the full repeal of 
the ACA would have impact on Medicare:  
  14% subsides paid to Medicare Advantage 
Plans would deplete the Medicare Trust Fund 
faster;  
  The 0.9% Medicare Part A payroll tax on 
earnings over $200,000 would be lost;  
  The budget that supports the Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS) Innovation Center would 
be lost;  

(Continued from page 18) 

 

Village Car Wash  
& Lube 

Full Service Car Wash Packages 
Professional Detailing Center 

Car, Golf Cart, Boat & Motorcycle Detailing 
Pennzoil Oil & Lube Center 

 

970 Bichara Blvd 
 La Plaza Grande, The Villages 
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$2 OFF 
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 Cracked Lanai  
Update 

vate road or parking lot, neither can the Sher-
iff's Office. Most likely, you will need to con-
tact the Commercial Property Management 
office at 352-750-9455. Or, you can call the 
District Customer Service Center at 352-753-
4508 and they can direct you further.             □ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Last month we published a letter asking for 

help with an on-going situation with a cracked 
lanai ceiling that is now beyond warranty. We 
asked any other residents who have experi-
enced this problem to let us know. We have 
been shocked by the number of people who 
have responded – close to 60 and still count-
ing! We have asked one of our Board mem-
bers to make contact with each person to get 
more information and to try to link similar sit-
uations – same building contractor, age, loca-
tion, etc. One common thread seems to be that 
the problem is isolated to the non-temperature 
controlled areas of the structure and includes 
the lanai and garage areas. 

We're looking for any Villages resident, 
with construction or specific drywall expertise, 
who is willing to help us with our review so 
we can determine what next steps could be tak-
en. Please email us at poa4us@hotmail.org or 
call 352-430-8497.                                          □ 

Danny Mack 
Vice President 
LPI and UL Certified   
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers  

Lightning Protection  
Services, Inc.         

L E T T E R S 

Concrete barriers have been placed at each 
end of the parking lot behind the office build-
ings on Wedgewood Lane just off Southern 
Trace.  

Those of us who access that area in order to 
take a shortcut and avoid traffic are truly dis-
appointed. It is creating traffic jams on South-
ern Trace. It's difficult to get out onto South-
ern Trace. It also creates a fire hazard, denying 
access to fire trucks in that area. 

I have called the Sheriff's Office about this 
problem, but haven't heard back from them.   

                        Bonnie Mooney, Polo Ridge 
POA Response: Since this is a commercial 
property area, the Villages District govern-
ment cannot address the issue and if it is a pri-

 Letter to the POA: 

Concrete Barriers 

 Our Gardening Column:  

Amaryllis 
by Anne Lambrecht 

mrsanne04@gmail.com  

Amaryllis, with their large, colorful, trum-
pet-shaped flowers, are a particular favorite of 
Florida gardeners because our climate is very 
accommodating. They are also one of my per-
sonal favorites. 

The Amaryllis comes in many beautiful va-
rieties including various shades of red, white, 
pink, salmon and orange. There are also striped 
and multicolored varieties, usually combining 
shades of pink or red with white. The Amaryl-
lis is a tender bulb and is easy to grow in pots. 
We're lucky here in our mild climate since they 
can be grown outdoors throughout the year.  

Most Amaryllis are Dutch or South African 
hybrids selected for their flower size, color and 
ease of forcing. The usual flowering season is 
from February to April. The Hippeastrum spe-
cies and their hybrids produce 8 to 12" diame-
ter blooms on each leafless, hollow flower stalk. 
Flower stalks, also known as scapes, grow 2 to 3 
feet tall and may bear as many as six blossoms, 
although four is more common. The leaves are 
strap-shaped and are 1-½ inches wide and 
around 18" long. Frost will kill off the leaves in 
the northern counties.  

Many people get Amaryllis around the hol-
(Continued on page 21) 
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activities and propagation strategies, such as 
notching, you may contact the Amaryllis 
Study Group at amstgrp@yahoo.com. They 
have a display at Belleview Library and they 
have put bulbs in the branches of the big oak 
tree that's to the west of the building. I saw it 
blooming last year! WOW!   

The Amaryllis is subject to a few diseases 
and only a few pests. The most common dis-
ease is "red blotch" or leaf scorch. It appears 
worse in areas of morning shade or where 
sprinklers hit Amaryllis plants on a reoccur-
ring basis. It is caused by the fungus Stagono-
spora curtisii. Red spots form on leaves, flow-
er stems and on the flower petals. On the foli-
age the spots are bright red to purplish, small 
at first, but often increasing to form large, lon-
gitudinal blotches. Watering at the roots (rather 
than into the crown of the plant and growing 
the plant in full sun will also help reduce this 
disease.  

Occasionally, Amaryllis can be attacked by 
a few chewing and sucking insects whose dam-
age allows disease organisms into the plant 
tissue. Hand-pick caterpillars and grasshoppers 
and control aphids, spider mites and mealy 

bugs with intervals of insecticidal soap and 
spraying with the hose.  

The Dutch love the color orange – my 
guess it's due to the House of Orange on 
which the Dutch kingdom is based. Many 
Amaryllis bulbs and other flowers have been 
hybridized to produce the orange color – as 
were carrots many, many years ago, but that's 
another very interesting article.  

 
Parts of this article are reproduced from 

Circular 1243, a series of the Environmental 
Horticultural Department, Florida Coopera-
tive Extension Service, Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences, University of Florida. 
Publication date: March 2000. Expertly writ-
ten by Robert Black, consumer horticulture 
specialist. Please visit the EDIS website at 
edis.ifas.ufl.edu.                                            □ 

Amaryllis 
idays, already in pots with soil. You just add 
water. But what happens to them after that? 
Many wouldn't toss them if they knew how 
easy it is to re-grow them. Amaryllis can be 
transplanted into clay, plastic or ceramic pots 
or right into the ground. If using pots, make 
sure there are drainage holes and fill the pot 
with several inches of potting medium, such 
as compost, peat or a pre-packaged potting 
mix. Cut off the spent foliage to 2" above the 
bulb and cut the roots to 2" below the bulb 
(give it a haircut) and center the bulb in the 
container and firm the medium around the 
roots and bulb base until one-half of the bulb 
is covered. Leave the top one-half of the bulb 
exposed. This goes against our "northern" gar-
dener sensibilities, but trust me, it's a good 
practice. Water thoroughly and place the con-
tainer in a cool, bright location and do not wa-
ter again until the bulb begins to sprout.  

You can plant them in this fashion outside. 
Amaryllis do best in light shade or partial sun. 
The light level under tall pine trees is ideal for 
growing Amaryllis. They should have ade-
quate drainage. Soil should be full of organic 
matter, such as compost, leaf mold, peat, well-
rotted manure and amended with a "complete" 
fertilizer, such as 6-6-6. Amaryllis bulbs can 
be planted anytime between September and 
January. The bulbs may be left in the ground 
for a number of years or dug and reset every 
September. It is recommended that they be 
dug up, separated and replanted each year as 
an aid to uniform flowering and larger flow-
ers. This practice also provides an opportunity 
to remove young bulblets, to stimulate growth 
and to amend the bed with organic matter.  

A good cultural practice is to remove dead 
blooms before seeds are produced. Flowering 
in the following season will be considerably 
reduced if seeds are allowed to set. Removing 
dead blooms also helps to maintain the aes-
thetic value of the plant and may prevent dis-
ease problems. 

You may notice that after blooming the 
flowers may form seedpods. The pods contain 
many little paper-like seeds and under the 
proper conditions can actually form new Ama-
ryllis plants, which, according to the Amaryl-
lis Study Group in Ocala, will bloom in three 
years. For more information and instruction on 
this and other reblooming and bulb forcing 

(Continued from page 20) 
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Identity Theft & Cloning. Providing infor-
mation and photos of yourself makes it easy for 
crooks to pass themselves off as you. In some 
cases, identity thieves set up duplicate accounts 
in victims' names and then try to link up with 
and scam the victims' friends and family. 

Obviously, tightly controlled privacy set-
tings can help, but the main way scammers 
perpetrate this crime is through hacking into 
users' accounts via weak or stolen passwords. 
Use a unique password for each of your social 
media accounts and change them regularly. 

Phishing for Sign-on Details. Most com-
monly, victims of this scam receive an email 
claiming there's a problem with their social 
media account and asking them to sign on us-
ing a link in the message. This takes them to a 
fake sign-on page where they have to enter 
their account details, which may then be used 
for identity theft or spamming. You can avoid 
most if not all phishing attempts by never fol-
lowing links or clicking attachments inside an 
email. Instead, go directly to the social media 
site and check your account details there. 

Uploading Malware onto Your PC. Scam-
mers use fake links to products and services, 
often promoted as bargains or prizes. When 
victims arrive at target pages, various tactics 
are used to get them to click on links that will 
upload viruses and spyware onto the users' ma-
chines. Always be skeptical about free offers 
and bargains promoted on social networks. Re-

member, if it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is! Strengthen this approach by keep-
ing your security software up to date. 

Fake Giveaways. Free offers frequently 
pop up on social media networks -- some of 
them perfectly genuine. But others require us-
ers to complete a survey or pay shipping and 
handling fees that far outweigh the value of the 
items. FREE should be FREE! Simply don't 
ever pay to receive giveaways. The sad fact is 
that probably thousands of people fall victim to 
these scams every day. Mostly, they may be 
relatively harmless, perhaps resulting in a flood 
of spam. But they can also be dangerous. 

No one will watch out for your interests bet-
ter than YOU. By following our recommended 
actions, most notably by ensuring you set your 
privacy controls to the max; you can eliminate 
most of the risk of a social media scam.  

If you need assistance with understanding 
any of these social media scams or tricks, con-
tact your nearest Villages location of Seniors 
vs. Crime office at 352-674-1882 (Fruitland 
Park Police Annex adjacent to the Moyer Rec-
reation Center); 352-753-7775 (Marion Coun-
ty Sheriff's Office); 352-689-4600, ext. 4606 
(Sumter County Sheriff's Office) ; or 352-750
-1914 (Wildwood Police Annex in Brown-
wood). Volunteers at all four offices are 
ready, willing and able to assist you. To keep 
up with the latest scams, LIKE 'Seniors vs. 
Crime Region 4' on Facebook.                      □ 

Even among us "technically challenged" 
Villagers, social media networks like Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter have become a 
key part of everyday life. They're a great way 
of keeping in touch with the activities of 
friends and family, but don't be blind to the 
reality that these networks are also traps for 
information and behaviors that can lead to se-
rious problems. 

Many Villagers don't adjust the privacy set-
tings on these networks to protect their inter-
ests, while others innocently give away im-
portant information about themselves and their 
activities that can be exploited by crooks. You 
may be shocked and amazed to learn that 
some criminals spend their days just scanning 
the likes of Facebook to look for vital clues 
that will enable them to commit crimes. Sen-
iors vs. Crime encourages you to think twice 
and review how and what you post. Here are 
some vital things that social media crooks can 
use to scam or threaten you. 

 

"Like" Harvesting. This is the practice of 
getting victims to "like," "share," or repost 
postings. The usual bait is to offer a chance to 
win a big prize to anyone who shares or likes 
the post. After accumulating lots of followers, 
the scammer sells the social media identity 
they created, complete with followers, to an-
other company for their own marketing pur-
poses. To avoid this scam, keep in mind that 
most "share-to-win" postings are scams so just 
don't do it. 

 

Fake "Distress" Calls. By tracking your 
posts that give away personal, especially loca-
tion information, crooks can pretend to be you 
and contact friends or relatives, claiming to be 
in trouble in that location and in need of mon-
ey. Scammers have even been known to pose 
as kidnappers. Because they have your name 
and location, they can pretend to be holding 
you for a ransom. 

You can severely limit the risk of this scam 
by ensuring your privacy settings only allow 
selected people to see your posts. Ideally, ex-
clude access to "friends of friends." 
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The Discount Partners program is a contin-
uing benefit for POA members. The full list of 
our vendors is found on www.poa4us.org. 
Scroll down to Discount Partners, in the menu 
list on the left side of the page, for the offers. 
Then, show your valid POA membership card 
to the Discount Partner to receive the dis-
count. Please say "thanks" to our Discount 
Partners for participating in this program.     □ 

Discount Partners  

Sales: 352-321-3093   

Service: 888-349-3596    
"Where the people  

make the difference!"  

Bill Bryan Kia 

 

9039 S. US Hwy 441 Leesburg, FL  
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JIMMY'S 

MOVING 

SERVICE 

 

LOWER YOUR MOVING 
COSTS BY TRADING 

YOUR UNNEEDED 
QUALITY FURNITURE, 
ANTIQUES & TOOLS! 

□ 

http://www.billbryankia.com/dealership/directions.htm
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****************** ADVERTISEMENT **************** 

 

What To Look For In A Doctor  (A Three-Part Series)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Norman H. Anderson, MD 
Robert Boissoneault Oncology Institute 

1540 San Clemente Ct, The Villages, FL  32159 
352-259-2200 

 

Patients often ask what I view as essential qualities each physician/health care provider should possess.  It's a pretty valid ques-
tion, in light of a world of flagrant advertising, electronic medical records, and pre-approved treatment authorizations. 
 
Let's pause for a moment...and focus on what counts. 
 
Beyond the diplomas and credentials lining our health care providers' walls, there are three components to consider. The first 
essential, discussed in this issue of the POA, is to think "outside the box."  The very training of a physician narrows focus of 
thought, bred by our academic institutions toward conformity that does not allow question of what is taught:  but the opposite 
side of the same sword can kill the ability to accept new, sometimes valuable medical insight.  The discovery of the PAP smear 
by Georgios Papanikolaou MD, was rejected by the  medical establishment for fully 20 years, during which this physician's 
medical license was placed in jeopardy because his idea ran contrary to conventional thought.  Only through a friend at the Na-
tional Cancer Institute was Dr. Papanikolaou's discovery tested, and ultimately accepted.  The medical establishment attempted 
to crush insight different from that already taught. 
 
The discovery that stomach ulcers were actually caused by a bacteria rather than stress was proposed by two Australian physi-
cians.  Their medical licenses to practice medicine were at risk of being revoked until one of the two drank a solution contain-
ing the bacteria.  Within weeks, the experiment proved positive for a stomach ulcer.  Placing one's life in jeopardy in order to 
advance medicine against the "system" is the ultimate demonstration of thinking outside the box.  In reality, the greatest dis-
coveries in medicine were not found in a laboratory or a controlled medical study, but rather through insight.  
 
Seek a doctor who can thoughtfully, but scientifically question the walls of blatant medical conformity.  
 
To be continued.... 


