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Property Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 1975

UPCOMING POA GENERAL  
MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

SEE PAGE 17

February 15, 2022 – 7 PM 
EVERGLADES RECREATION CENTER 

Speaker: District Manager Kenny Blocker  
Topic: State of the District

New District Manager Kenny Blocker updated boards and committees last month about preparations 
for implementing Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Transport while the Villages Center 
Community District (VCCDD) authorized spending nearly $3.4 Million for twelve ambulances and 
associated equipment. They also approved an Interlocal Agreement with the Sumter County Board of 
Commissioners for $17.5 Million to fund the ambulance and fire operations starting October 1, 2022.

District Preparing for 
Ambulance Service/ 
Independent Fire District

DATE: Saturday, April 9, 2022
TIME: 9 AM – Noon 

LOCATION: 
Wildwood Community Center

NO PLASTIC BAGS.
Ticketed time for POA Members Only
Log in to your POA Membership account 
to register for a ticket or send an email to 

1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

2022 POA Watch List

Chief Cane shared the following timeline:

•	 January 2022 Request approval of the Board for the purchase of 
twelve transport units and equipment.

•	 January 2022 Standard Operating Procedures (SOP) updates to 
address EMS transport operations.

•	 February 2022 Submittal of radio order to Sumter County for 
Villages Public Safety Department (VPSD) transport units.

•	 April 2022 Delivery of 11 transport units from Ten-8.

•	 May 2022 Request Board approval of contract with Medical Director, 
including confirmation of Drug Enforcement Agency DEA license.

•	 June thru September 2022 Training for all VPSD personnel 
regarding EMS transport operations and SOP updates.

•	 July 2022 Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (COPCN) 
for Advanced Life Support (ALS) transport application for Lake 
county and updated mutual aid agreement for Marion County

•	 September 2022 Delivery of remaining (12th) transport unit from 
Ten-8.

•	 October 1, 2022 Commencement of VPSD ambulance transport 
operations within VPSD service area.

Residents of Marion 
and Lake counties should 
take note that their areas 
of The Villages are not, and 
apparently have never been, 
part of The Villages Public 
Service Department’s fire 
service coverage and will not 
be as the ambulance service 
and Special Independent Fire 
District are implemented. 
Rather, Marion County has 
a mutual aid agreement 
– meaning that the closest 
service vehicle will respond 
to the scene. Lake County 
has an Interlocal Agreement 
for VPSD’s services that will 
need to be updated to include 
ambulance transport.

Watch List continued on page 2
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Sumter County Administrator Bradley Arnold 
told the Sumter County Board of Commissioners 
in December that Sumter County will likely 
not be a position to hit the ground running on 
October 1 with its own ambulance service. The 
Commissioners approved an extension of the 
contract with American Medical Response (AMR) 
to continue to provide ambulance service through 
the end of 2022 if necessary.

The Commissioners held a workshop on 
January 18 when Mr. Arnold presented three 
options for consideration:

(a) Integration of the EMS transport within its fire 
operations,

(b) Utilize an interim or long-term hybrid EMS 
transport option that includes ownership of the 
ambulances but leased to a contracted provider for 
use with the option of supplementing paramedic 
staffing for reimbursement by the contracted 
provider should another future pandemic or 
paramedic shortage occur, or,

 (c) Contract the EMS 
transport service.

Sumter County Fire Chief 
Rob Hanson said it would 
take twelve ambulances and 
associated equipment at a projected capital cost 
of $3.3 Million. He also estimated needing to hire 
sixty-three additional staff and an annual cost of 
$5.1 Million and an additional $300,000 annually 
for medical supplies.

After discussion, the Commissioners gave direction 
for Mr. Bradley to continue to pursue the option 
it had voted upon, expressing frustration that 
after four months they were still considering 
other options. Because of the delayed action the 
County will now be up against a wall to get the new 
equipment and personnel on board and trained by 
October 1.

$40 SYSTEM CHECK  
(FREE WITH COMPLETED REPAIRS*)

*Offer expires 02/28/22.   
  Call for details.  
  Must present coupon.

Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is the original property owners’ group 
in The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting 
as a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides  1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
	 Independence		  Honesty	   Fairness 
	 Objectivity		  Respect

The POA Declaration of Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

Watch List continued on page 3
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Independent Fire 
District Awaiting 
Legislative Approval
Mr. Blocker reported that 
as of 12/10/2021, the 
proposed legislation has 
been submitted to State 
Representative Brett 
Hage’s office for review and 
submittal for bill preparation 
to establish The Villages 
Independent Fire Control and Rescue 
District. Once the legislation is filed it will work 
through the committee process to hopefully 
be passed by the full legislature. If passed, the 
Governor will need to approve or veto the 
legislation. The 2022 legislative session began in 
January and ends in March 2022.

If the legislation passes, it will then go on the 
general election ballot as a referendum for a 
vote in November 2022. Only Sumter County 
residents will be able to vote on the proposal.

If the public votes to approve the measure, 
an action plan will be developed to plan the 
commencement of the District on October 1, 
2023.

Funding for the VPSD is currently achieved from 
The Villages amenity fees, interlocal agreements 
for service, and intergovernmental transfers. 

Upon transition to the Independent Fire 
District, Mr. Blocker said the primary 
means of revenue is expected to be Non-Ad 
Valorem assessments that are more fairly 
and proportionately charged, in part by 
proportioning more variable costs among 
improvements to properties, and in part by 
proportioning more fixed costs evenly on a per 
parcel basis.

Ad Valorem taxation (property tax) ability has 
been requested, at a minimal level, to avoid 
future requests for supplemental funding via 
the Legislature. As presented, The Villages 
Independent Fire Control and Rescue District 
would generate revenue with the allowance of 

Please only use this form if you will be mailing a check. To pay by credit card, visit POA4us.org
MEMBERSHIP DUES    Joining or    Renewing at $10 per year per household

# of Years ( 1 - 10 ) ___________ 	 Membership Amount $___________

Donation (optional) $_ ________ 	 Total Enclosed $________________

ACCOUNT INFORMATION 

First & Last Name_________________________________________________________

Email Address_ __________________________________________________________

# of Residents at address below _ ____________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ____________________  Village Name ___________________________

Unit # (see Villages ID/UL) _______  Villa Name (if applicable)_ _________________________

City ________________________________________________ Zip Code ___________

2nd Resident First & Last Name_ _____________________________________________

Relation ________________________________________________________________

BULLETIN DELIVERY   Driveway    E-Bulletin    Driveway & E-Bulletin    None  
(Note: if no preference circled then Driveway is default, once account established, make changes at poa4us.org) 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE POA. 
Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for membership card(s).  
MAIL TO: The POA, 8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane PMB111, The Villages, FL 32162

POA MEMBERSHIP &  
CONTRIBUTION FORM
We respect your privacy.  
This information is for POA Official use ONLY.

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager 
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

InteriorsbyJanet.com

• Paint Color Consulting

• Furniture Floor Plans

• Staging Services

• Lighting/Furniture Selections

• Artwork Selection/Placement

up to one mil in ad valorem assessments, and the 
simplified, non-ad valorem assessment of a $124 
fixed rate per parcel combined with $0.75 per 
$1000 of relative improvement value. 

Other sources would include Amenity Fee 
Revenue, Interlocal Agreements for services 
outside of the geographical boundaries of the 
proposed District, and ambulance transport 
revenue. 

Watch List continued from page 2
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            352-901-6582
733 N 3rd St, Leesburg, FL 34748 • ultimatehealthdpc.com

Amanda Neil, APRN

• Concierge Medicine
• In Home IV Hydration 
• Vaginal Rejuvenation
• Erectile Dysfunction        

Treatment
• Available 24/7

Governor Suspends Sumter Co. Commissioners Miller and Search
As expected, Governor Ron DeSantis suspended Sumter County 
Commissioners Oren Miller and Gary Search from their seats on the 
Sumter County Board of Commissioners because of the perjury charges 
that have been filed against them. Both have pleaded not guilty, with a 
pre-trial conference scheduled in April for Mr. Search.
At the January POA General Membership meeting, Mr. Search said that after he was elected  
( by a margin of 3-1), a person in The Villages hierarchy put his finger in Mr. Search’s face and said, 

“Search, just remember, I am a big person; 
you are a little person, and I can squash you 
anytime I want.” Mr. Search asked if that was a 
threat and was told “no, it’s a promise.”
He said that the perjury charges are all about 
intimidation and humiliation, not just intimidation 
for him and Mr. Miller, but also for anyone who 
might choose to run for office. Mr. Search also 
believes they are trying to bankrupt him, but 
he and his wife have decided they will sell their 
home if they have to in order to pay for legal 

fees, which are starting out at $40,000.
Mr. Search was emphatic in saying he has never 
committed perjury. His attorney said they are 
saying he lied by telling the truth.
POA President Cliff Wiener also said that he 
had talked to several people who had been 
interested in running for various seats, and all 
but Andrew Bilardello have dropped out who 
has filed to run against Doug Gilpin for the 
Sumter County District 4 seat. Gilpin is a long-
time executive with the T & D conglomerate 
that has millions of dollars in contracts with the 
Developer.
Both Mr. Search and Mr. Wiener asked people 
to wait for the truth to come out. Mr. Search 
thanked the POA and the many residents who 
have supported him and Mr. Miller. 
GoFundMe pages have been started for both 
Commissioners. 
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Highlights continued on page 7

RSVP to 352-633-1263

VERY LIMITED SEATING IN AN EFFORT TO COMPLY WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES.

Are Your Estate Planning 
Documents in Order?
Join Attorney Kathryn Linn for a Free Legal Seminar

Linn Building, 561 Fieldcrest Drive, The Villages, FL, 32162
Just off 466 in Southern Trace Office Center – Golf Cart Accessible

Attorney Kathryn Linn will discuss: Estate Planning 
• Whether your out-of-state documents are valid in Florida.
• The Probate process and how to potentially avoid it.
• How to provide for a special needs/handicapped beneficiary.
• How to potentially minimize or eliminate estate taxes.

Thursday, February 3, 2022 at 11:00 am
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at 2:00 pm

Center Line Striping Topic  
Surfaces Again
The subject of center line striping on multi-
modal paths has come up again, and at least one 
Community Development District (CDD 3) said 
they’ve had all the discussion they intend to. 
Center line striping has been debated many times 
over the years and in 2015 CDD 4 decided to “go 
rogue” and put down the striping. A couple years 
later, CDD 2 striped their paths along El Camino 
Real. Now the Multi Modal Path Discussion 
Group (MMPDG) will convene again in the near 
future to discuss the topic again.

In Case You Missed It…New Highlights from January Meetings
More CDDs Decide to Fund Clean Up  
at Distressed Properties
Abandoned and non-compliant homes have become 
commonplace in The Villages and two additional CDDs have 
decided to amend their rules to allow them to take care of mold 
and overgrown shrubs. CDDs 1 and 3 joined CDD 4 to add power 
washing and shrub trimming to the existing mowing at these 
unsightly properties. The cost of power washing is $150 per 
hour with a $100 administrative fee. Property owners found in 
non-compliance are responsible for paying the costs plus fines, 
however, collection in some districts has also been a problem. 
Other CDDs are considering the same revision of rules.

A low-cost way to 
advertise a rental home 
to thousands of potential 
renters each month. 
Just $89 per year!

Rental Homes by Owner – Classified Listings

WWW.EXCEPTIONSBLINDS.COM
Fast & Friendly

$$39.9939.99
Price Is Per Blind Repaired. 
Some Restrictions Apply. 

Not All Blinds Can Be Repaired. Contact 
Store For Details. Coupon Required. 

Exp. 12/30/22

BLIND REPAIR

Broken Broken 
Blinds?Blinds?

352.217.7556

Blinds & Shutters

Contact free In-Home Service!

Keeping 
It Simple!
4% Real Estate Commission 
 2.5% to the selling agent & 
 1.5% to me, the listing agent 
3.5%, if I am the listing & selling agent
I can offer you:
• MLS exposure to over 38,000 real estate 

agents & online real estate sites
• Professional photos
• No contract termination penalty
• References/Testimonials upon request

In business 
since 2006

3,300 Active 
Agents

12,800 Homes 
Sold, 2019

Selling Your Home?

Licensed Realtor since 2013
45 years Sales & Marketing Experience
Multi million dollar producer
Married 47 years 2 children, 1 grandson
                                                 LICENSE#  BK3268272

David Kennedy
207.949.3133
KENNEDY.DP@HOTMAIL.COM
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VIAGRA 100MG GEN - $4 EACH
CIALIS 20MG GEN - $5 EACH
JANUMET 50/1000mg 168 Tab Brand $196.63
ELIQUIS 5mg 168 Tab Brand $274.66
XARELTO 20mg 84 Tab Brand $251.34

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

 Practicing 
Dentistry/
Endodontics 
for 27 Years.   

 Board Certifi ed

Maria Locher-Claus, DDS, M.S.
Passionate About Saving Your Tooth

 with Root Canal Treatment

Dr. Maria Claus - Root Canal Specialist
 320 W. Burleigh Boulevard, Ste A (Hwy 441)

Tavares, FL 32778

www.drmariarootcanal.com

(352) 609-1080
Email: info@drmariarootcanal.com

CUSTOM SEAMLESS GUTTERS 

Save Now!! 

10% 
Off 

I nsta llatio n 

Not valid with other offers. 
Ends This Month. 

Building License CBC1260615, Roofing License CCC1330841, & Solar License CVC57042

120 S.E. Hwy. 484 
Ocala, FL 34480 

1 Mile East of Don Garlits Museum 

TOLL-FREE 

866-640-51 06
WEBSITE 

TheGuruGutterGuys.com 

Seamless Gutters Made On-Site
Free Upgrade to 6" Gutter

50 Year Manufacturer Warranty
Lifetime Installation Warranty

 

Fully Insured & Over Qualified

SHOWROOM
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SHOWROOM

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account 
to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, 

create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.

POA MEETINGS 
ARE NOW 
LIVESTREAMED  

HELP 
WANTED

Delivery person for  
areas south of CR44 the 

monthly POA Bulletin
Once a month, 12-14 hours. 
Attractive compensation.   

Must have reliable gas golf cart,  
able to lift 15 lbs., able to read a map,  

and be able to pick up your  
bulletins in Oxford.

For more info, Email your name,  
village, and phone # to  

1presidentpoa@poa4us.org.  
Put “delivery driver position” 

 in the subject line. 
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Highlights continued from page 5

A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R

FREE ESTIMATES

MARION COUNTY: 
352-465-0620

TOLL FREE: 
866-465-0620

FAX: 
352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com

To advertise, contact: 
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

First Responders Center on Schedule and Budget
The new First Responders Recreation Center is reported to be on schedule and on budget. Purchase 
of the fellowship hall building and approximately twenty acres of additional property was done in 
2018. After design and engineering phases, ground was broken last year. Officials report that a grand 
opening is targeted for summer of this year.

Enhanced outdoor amenities include a putt and play golf course, a resort style swimming pool, 
walking track, and tennis courts.

Residents were invited to donate first responder related memorabilia and to date more than one 
hundred pieces have been offered.

Total cost for the new recreation center is $7.8 Million.

Inflation Hits The Villages
Villagers are beginning to see the impact of inflation on their cost of living. Effective January 1, The 
Villages applied a Consumer Price Index increase to the contractual Amenity Fee rate, raising it to 
$179 on new and pre-owned homes that sell after January 1, 2022. Existing homeowners will not be 
affected by this increase. However, residents should be aware that on the anniversary date of the 
purchase of their home a CPI adjustment is applied. For example, if your Amenity Fee is $160 and the 
CPI is 7%, your new monthly Amenity Fee will be $171.20.

Contracts for services are also being affected, with some companies backing out of the multi-
year contracts with guaranteed pricing for the period of the contract. This has forced District 
Government boards to implement a penalty clause in its contracts that includes barring the company 
from future bidding on contracts. 

CDD 1 Concerned about Morse Blvd 
Golf Cart Lanes
Concerns have been raised again about safety 
of the golf cart lanes north of CR 466 on Morse 
Boulevard. Numerous accidents have occurred 
between vehicles and golf carts, many with life 
threatening consequences. Last year a 74-year-
old man was killed in a collision with a car.

The CDD 1 Board of Supervisors raised the 
concern again and are asking for additional 
traffic and engineering studies, calling the 
Kimley-Horne study done years ago invalid and 
a waste of money as it was conducted in the low 
season summer months. 

Supervisors suggested asking Sumter County 
Commissioner Craig Estep, who lives in the 
Village of Hacienda, to attend an upcoming  
CDD 1 Supervisor’s meeting to discuss the 
“urgency” of the concerns. 

Running Errands & Personal Shopping  
Home Staging & Design

(267)576-0075  
HelpingHandsErrandsAndSuch@gmail.com 

HelpingHandsErrandsAndSuch.com

TEXT, CALL OR EMAIL FOR A QUOTE

Helping Hands  
Errands & Such  

by Elise



The POA – Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 19758 FEBRUARY 2022

POA Website and Member 
Database POA4US.org

Go to POA4US.org and follow the steps from one of the icons toward the bottom of the page.  
You can choose from JOIN POA, POA Member, POA Bulletin Delivery.

IF YOU ARE A MEMBER, under POA Member, click the highlighted text that says “Verify Your 
Account.” You will be prompted to set up your own password. Once you receive a confirmation 
email, you will be able to access your account. Your account page will allow you to know when 
your membership expires, select your Bulletin delivery preference, change your email, etc.  
You will now do these steps instead of sending an email to the POA.

IF YOU ARE NOT A MEMBER, to manage your Bulletin Delivery, you can create a guest account 
by clicking on the POA Bulletin Delivery icon. Or, click on JOIN POA, to become a member.

If you have any difficulty you may contact our help desk by emailing helpdesk@poa.org and 
someone will get back to you. 

Now, POA members have easier access to their 
membership records, submit questions, and stop/start 

Bulletin delivery including signing up for e-delivery.
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Baker’s Golf Carts
Nothing Over $3,000
Will Pick Up When You Call 

or Arrange a Convenient Time

Pay Cash
(352) 303-5100

CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 

Saturday, April 9, 2022

Volunteers are needed from 8 am  
until Noon at the Wildwood Community 

Center on the day of the event. 

Please contact Tita Dumagsa,  
POA Director of Volunteers 

at titaqd44@gmail.com or 352-391-4828 
Please provide your name, email 

and phone number.
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Our Realtors Serve 
With Passion.

CALL ONE OF OUR REALTORS TODAY

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL  
FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Visit us online at HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

THE NUMBER ONE MLS COMPANY IN THE VILLAGES FOR OVER 16 YEARS.

Kristin Wendt 
603-509-0027

Jana Raber 
812-499-9571

Micki Wohl 
954-839-5880

Pat Serafino 
(352) 630-7230

Arlene Fishman   
239-784-8763

Terri Edwards 
267-918-4125

Steve Savage 
908-675-0533

Tammy Campbell 
(352) 460-8547

Douglas Lange 
(352) 559-9300

Amanda Fincher 
(352) 497-5673

Randy Erb 
(352) 431-8179

Karla Mason 
(352) 430-7725

Darcie Furnier 
(352) 454-2391

Patti Belton 
(352) 434-5101

Kent Merchant 
410-925-6540

Cheri Probert 
(352) 427-9501

Cissie Smith 
(352) 391-0884

Linda Flack 
(352) 789-7966

Bob Berube 
(352) 446-9969

Candyce Gresham 
704-651-5000

Frances Pierce 
(352) 459-5601

Jenny Ferns 
(352) 445-8903

Gail Damon 
(352) 626-3121

Jamie Rosier 
(352) 247-1659

Eva Kennedy 
(352) 459-7444

James Cooper 
(352) 626-3151

Kat McNeely 
(352) 250-4842

Melissa Huennekens 
(352) 817-7975
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Glenn Stein 
Broker/Owner

#1 Independent Real Estate Company in The Villages & Wildwood

LOOK FOR OUR THURSDAY & SATURDAY FULL PAGE ADS IN THE DAILY SUNTHE NUMBER ONE MLS COMPANY IN THE VILLAGES FOR OVER 16 YEARS.

Do You Know Someone That’s  
Looking To Rent in The Villages?
REALTY EXECUTIVES Long Term Rentals are competitively priced  
and the homeowner pays The Villages Amenities Fees and more!

If you have a home that you would like to rent with our Property Management  
Department, please contact Sandra Giraldo (352) 572-7328

Visit us online at HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

Gail Carter 
(352) 516-9131

Sheila Davis 
(352) 446-6942

Sunny Parsons 
(352) 239-0980

Joy Farenden 
760-702-4657

Annette McCullough 
(352) 350-0168

Tim Davis 
(352) 446-1688

Peggy Schaefer 
(352) 801-0040

Donna Pattemore 
216-548-9295

LeeAnn Hino 
 561-779-7796

Donna Normington 
912-414-6303

Rick McKean 
(352) 425-1099

Joy Wilson 
 352-552-5337

Scott & Cindy Dunn
(352) 205-4124

Team Abruzzo 
Kathy Abruzzo (352) 552-1554 

Bob Bullock (352) 459-1422

Ann & Jeff Dyers 
Jeff 860-877-1608  
Ann 860-302-8354

Team Lauder 
 Alan (352) 256-2568 
Amy 321-303-6469

Debbie & Lee Schoonover
(352) 661-9552

Interested in seeing The Villages? 
We offer free Village Bus Tours 
departing from our office @ 1:00 PM 
on the 2nd Wednesday of every month!  
Please call 352-753-7500 to register.



The POA – Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 197512 FEBRUARY 2022

Planting and Maintaining a 
Florida-Friendly Landscape
Thanks to Nina Connor from the Florida Native 
Plant Society, Villagers learned a bit more about 
growing a Florida-Friendly landscape at a recent 
POA General Membership Meeting.

9 Principles of Florida-Friendly Landscape

1.	 Right plant, right place

2.	 Water efficiently

3.	 Fertilize appropriately

4.	 Mulch

5.	 Attract wildlife

6.	 Manage yard pests responsibly

7.	 Recycle yard waste

8.	 Reduce storm runoff

9.	 Protect the waterfront

Implementing Florida-Friendly landscape 
practices can save you time, money, and energy. It 
is not true, however, that you can just plant it and 
forget it. All new plantings need water and care 
until established. They can be attractive, protect 
natural resources by conserving water, reducing 
pollution and waste, while creating wildlife 
habitat and preventing soil erosion.

What is a Florida native plant? Native plants 
are plant species that occur naturally within a 
geographic region or area. Non-native plants 
(exotics) are those species that have been 
introduced to a region. Any plants that were 
present prior to the arrival of Europeans in 
Florida are considered native.

Invasive plants are those non-native species 
that have a negative impact on the economy, 
environment, or humans where introduced. 
More than 1/3 of all endangered and threatened 
plant and animal species are declining because of 
invasive species.

To choose the right plant, consider these 
important guidelines:

Hardiness zone. The Villages is mainly in zone 
9A with a little bit in 9B. Nina sees many homes 
with robellini and queen palms which are better 
suited for zone 10, just south of us.

Light zone. Plant according to SUN (over 6 
midday sun hours), PART SUN (3 to 6 hours 
direct sun) and SHADE (little to no midday sun) 
on your site. 

A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Temple Serving Residents 
of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Blessing of the Pets & Expo January 9Blessing of the Pets & Expo January 9                                     

Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

(352) 396-7813
www.groutsmith.com

THE

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About 
Our 10 Year 
Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 2.28.22 Florida-Friendly Landscape continued on page 13
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Moisture zone. Plant according to wet, average 
or dry soils. Also test the soil for pH level.

Size. Select plants that fit the aesthetic 
and physical space at their mature size. 
Washingtonian palms can grow up to 5 feet per 
year and over 45 feet high, too large for most 
yards.

Examples of native and invasive plants:

•	 Water hyacinth is invasive in the entire world.

•	 There are 21 native milkweed species in 
Florida that feed the monarch butterflies. 
There is not enough. Mexican milkweed can 
cause deformities, and tropical milkweed is 
not good. Check with your local nursery for 
the proper varieties.

•	 Wild petunias are native and a good 
alternative to Mexican petunias which are 
considered a Category 1 invasive.

•	 Heavenly bamboo is toxic to birds and 
invasive. The native weeping yaupon holly is a 
good alternative.

•	 Weeping bottlebush is invasive but the 
firebrush is native.

•	 The golden raintree is invasive while the 
chaste tree is native. Sapphire shower is not 
native but also a good alternative.

Recommended actions to promote a sustainable 
landscape include conserving water, reducing or 
eliminating lawn, feeding the soil and reducing or 
eliminating chemicals.

Questions about how to grow a Florida-Friendly 
Landscape? The Florida Native Plant Society 
chapters host monthly meetings and field trips. 
The Villages Chapter meets the 4th Friday of each 
month at 1:30pm at the Big Cypress Recreation 
Center. Folks can also visit FNPS.org and 

PlantRealFlorida.org for more information on 
native plants.

The Florida Association of Native Nurseries 
(FANN) is also a great resource for Florida native 
plants and native landscape and restoration and 
can be found at fann.org. Also, each county 
extension office is a good resource for questions 
about plant species, diseases, insects, and many 
other things you might find in your garden! They 
are currently available by appointment only. 
Contact your extension agent at sumter@ifas.ufl.
edu, 352-569-6862, 7620 SR 471 Suite 2, Bushnell, 
Florida 33513-8716. 

In-Home Services
for Seniors by Seniors

Mature Responsible Caregivers
There’s a huge difference in 
the kind of home care you can 
receive from someone who 
really understands what your 
life is like as a senior.

Our loving and compassionate 
seniors are there to help. We 
offer the services you need to 
stay in your own home, living 
independently.

• Meal Preparation
• Transportation
• Doctor 

Appointments
• Companion & 

Homemaker 
Services

• Relief for Family 
Members

• And More!

352.288.0444
shstrish2@comcast.net
SeniorsHelpingSeniors.com

©2019 Each office is independently owned and operated. HCS #232850

Skymark Roofing is locally 
owned and operated in 

Mount Dora, FL 

Our team brings over 
35 years of local roofing 

experience.

Skymark Roofing was 
built by first responders 
and military veterans.

352.805.8935 • 3505 N Hwy 19A • Mount Dora
skymarkroofing.com •       SkymarkRoofing

CCC1331404

Very Resonable Rates                  Excellent References

Critter Sitter
Villages Resident 

352-750-2420

Pam Powell

If You Are Thinking About Selling  
Your Home Get Your Unfair 

Advantage By Listing Your Home With 
Us And Have Your FREEFREE Personalized 

Home Video Placed On Our
’Homes Around The Villages’’Homes Around The Villages’

Ira Miller
Servicing The Villages  |  On Top Of The World  |  Del Webb Stone Creek

Del Webb Spruce Creek  |  The Plantation At Leesburg & More

CONTACT IRA MILLER (352)204-9026  HOMESAROUNDTHEVILLAGES.COM

REAL ESTATE BROKER

21,663 
views point your phone camera to 

this QR Code 
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Partnerships Support UF/TV Auxiliary Foundation
According to the president of the UF/
TV Hospital Auxiliary Foundation Dick 
Campbell, it is partnerships with individuals 
and organizations like the POA that have 
helped the Foundation grow to $14 Million 
since it started in March 2013. Mr. Campbell 
said he started the Foundation, wrote the by-
laws, and appointed the board. He believes 
their foundation looks different than other 
hospital foundations because The Villages 
is different. He often gives advice to other 
foundations and organizations, and they do a 
lot of hand holding for people when they are 
in trouble and in the hospital.

The Foundation is the financial arm of the 
Hospital Auxiliary, which had more than 950 
volunteers before COVID. Since then, the 
number of volunteers dwindled to half that 
but is now back up to over 600.

A primary source of revenue has come from 
the room naming program, which the POA is 

a part of. Donations range from $15,000 -  
$1 Million and they have collected $8 Million 
of the $16 Million goal for this program. 

There are two premiere activities that the 
Foundation sponsors. In partnership with 
the Lake Sumter Cycling Club $325,000 
was pledged last year. The annual Gala – the Auxiliary continued on page 15

premiere black-tie event in the Villages – 
will be held in February, virtually for the 
second year in a row. The auction items – all 
donated by local merchants and restaurants 
-- will be available for bidding online.

7:00pmFebruary 25th

TINA  TURNER  TRIBUTES 

ONE OF THE BEST

Children
10 & under

Feb. 12th  Night In Ireland       
           Irish Band & Dancers
Feb. 25th  Tina Turner Tribute
This is the Ulitmate Tina Show
March 4th  #1 BEE GEE Tirbite
March - LDT Musical - 
“In The Heights”  - The Broadway Hit
April 9th Latin Night- 12 Piece Band
Mark Anthony Tribute & Many more...
... Booking more amazing shows daily  

Call For More InfoPerform @ Disney

We sell lights for 
Kichler ceiling fans! 

352-326-9018 www.dansfancity.com

Ask us about our
WiFi enabled fans.

Leesburg 1712 N. Citrus Blvd (Hwy 27/441)

DAN’S FAN CITY
Home of the Palm Fans!!

$40

50%
Up To OPEN BOX

CEILING DISPLAYS
See Store For DetailsOFF

ON ALL CEILING FANS
DAN’S FAN CITY LIC#EC13004528

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

INSTALLATION

To advertise, contact: 
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org
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STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account 
to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, 

create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.

The Foundation also runs three businesses. 
The Café and Gift Gallery are located inside 
of the hospital. Ye Olde Thrift Shoppe is 
located in Lady Lake behind the Home 
Depot and has recently undergone extensive 
renovations.

Scholarships given to students from South 
Sumter, Wildwood and The Villages schools 
have helped 147 individuals since the 
program started in 2015. $2,000 per year 
for four years are given to students in good 
standing who maintain their grades while 
pursuing an education in health care. The 
program has been expanded to include 
hospital team members for one-time $2,000 
scholarships. A grant committee that POA 
president Cliff Weiner serves on reviews 
the scholarship applications and determines 
the recipients. Donations to the scholarship 
program will be available on the virtual 
auction for this year’s Gala. 

Mr. Campbell announced that there will 
be a new heart center coming to the UF/
TV hospital, which is exciting since most 
heart procedures are currently done at the 
Leesburg Hospital. The Foundation will be 
producing four videos to provide education 
for patients and residents. Each video will 
include a cardiologist, a nurse, and a patient. 
More information will be available on the 
POA website when the videos are launched.

All donations to the Hospital Foundation 
remain in The Villages. For more 
information, visit the Auxiliary website at 
tvrhfoundation.org. 

Auxiliary continued from page 14

We bring out the best in  
Homes and Home Services!
If you need fast friendly service 
you will love us!

• Buying • Selling 
• Decorating • Staging 

Call Liz Saunders (352) 561-6053

SAUNDERS
REALTY GROUP, LLC

MORE SERVICES, LESS COST!
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In the spring when you see azaleas in their 
colorful glory under the live oak trees on Buena 
Vista, near Sumter Landing, you get a hint of 
where you should be planting them: in the shade. 
Many people do not have 200-year-old oaks 
so what to do? Plant them on the eastern or 
northern sides of the house where they will not be 
subject to scorching afternoon sun. Too much sun 
bleaches or burns the leaves; too little results in 
lanky plants that don’t bloom.

Azaleas need acidic, well-drained, organically 
enriched soil that should neither get too dry 
nor remain soggy. Our soil is NOT acidic, so we 
need to fertilize with special azalea food that is 
high in acid. Planting in heavy clay is a no-no: 
root rot often ensues, indicated by yellowing, 
wilting foliage and collapse of the plant. Organic 
amendments--such as peat, compost, or pine 
bark--help increase water and nutrient retention 
and lower the soil pH. I like real Christmas trees 
so after Christmas, I cut the boughs off and place 
them under my azaleas. They are left there as 
mulch and root protection with the bonus of acid.   

Plant azaleas with the top of the root ball slightly 
above soil level and don’t cultivate around these 
plants, as they have shallow roots. Because they 
also absorb water through their foliage, wet 
both the leaves and root zone when you water. 
Overhead watering with sprinklers works well, 
but to prevent fungal diseases do this in morning 
so that leaves dry by afternoon.

Frequent, light applications of fertilizers are 
necessary in Florida’s sandy soils. Acid-forming 
fertilizers should be applied during each season-

-spring, summer, fall, and winter. As mentioned 
earlier:  there are specific fertilizers for azaleas 
that are high in acid. Apply per directions on the 
label.

Most azaleas hold their shape however, pruning 
early in the active growing season will result in 
compact growth and numerous branches on the 
present season’s growth which makes the shrub 
weak. Some people prune all their next year’s 
flowers off because they just don’t see the buds! If 
you must prune, then prune after flowering—and 
that’s it. 

Florida has just one native evergreen azalea—
Chapman’s Azalea. Their yellow flowers are 
delicate and pretty. This wetlands plant is listed 
as rare and endangered and is found only in Clay 
County, FL and the central panhandle. I have 
tried several times and in several different places 
to plant this native, with no luck at all. I went to 
Callaway Gardens in Pine Mountain, Georgia, 
to see azaleas many years ago on a field trip and 
saw several of the native kind which included a 
pink cultivar. 

Problems
The most common diseases reported on Florida 
azaleas include petal blight, leaf gall, and various 
declines. Contact your county extension agent 
for help.

Insects
Lace bugs, white flies, leaf miners, spider mites, 
scale and stem borers are the most common 
insects that attack Florida azaleas. Most can 
be controlled by two applications of a labeled 
insecticide at fourteen-day intervals.

Azaleas
T H E  FA NAT I C A L  G A R D E N E R
 by Anne Lambrecht Fanatical Gardener

Azaleas are a favorite flowering shrub here in north central Florida and 
belong to the family that includes rhododendron. Azaleas are native to 
several continents including North America, Asia, and Europe. 

Many cities in the United States have festivals 
in the spring celebrating the blooms of the 
azalea, including Palatka, Florida (Florida Azalea 
Festival). My Garden Buddy and I would like to 
visit Ravine Gardens near Palatka, a state park 
with a beautiful display of azaleas along pathways 
through the forest. 

Fun Facts:
In Chinese culture, the azalea is known as 
“thinking of home bush” (sixiang shu). 

The azalea is one of the symbols of the city of Sao 
Paulo, Brazil.

In addition to being renowned for its beauty, 
the azalea is also highly toxic—it contains 
andromedotoxins in both its leaves and nectar, 
including honey from the nectar. Bees are 
deliberately fed on azalea and rhododendron 
nectar in some parts of Turkey, producing a mind-
altering, potentially medicinal, and occasionally 
lethal honey known as “mad honey”. 

Azaleas and rhododendrons were once so 
infamous for their toxicity that to receive a 
bouquet of their flowers in a black vase was a 
well-known death threat.  
Cited from https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/lawn-and-garden/florida-azaleas/
And https://www.southernliving.com/garden/azalea-plants
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Stay Connected for the latest 
Announcements and to watch 
Membership meetings livestreamed! 
We have 1,230 total page likes and 1,398 total page followers!
The POA now live streams its meetings so residents can either attend in person, watch live from 
home or at a time more convenient. You will hear all parts of the meeting – announcements, open 
forum Q & A, and the program. You will always be connected to your POA! 

Type POA of the Villages FL in the search on Facebook and you will find our page. Click LIKE 
and or FOLLOW, and then, suggest our page to all of your friends and neighbors that live in The 
Villages! Meetings and relevant information will be posted on a timely basis. Please continue to send 
questions or comments via email or call the POA at (352) 418-7372. ALL content will be monitored 
by the Administrator and posts containing opinion or debate will be removed. 

UPCOMING POA GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
February 15, 2022 

7 PM 
EVERGLADES RECREATION CENTER 

Speaker: District Manager Kenny Blocker  
Topic: State of the District

March 15, 2022 
7 PM 

LAUREL MANOR RECREATION CENTER 
Speaker: Cheryl Chestnutt 

Chief Clinical Officer 
UFHealth – The Villages Hospital

Donuts & Coffee will be available at the 
POA General Membership Meetings
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S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

Last year, identity fraud resulted in $56 billion in losses according to 
the 2021 Identity Fraud Study from Javelin Strategy & Research. Of this, 

$13 billion is attributable to traditional identity theft  in which consumers 
have no idea how their information was stolen.

Cybersecurity experts say, “At the heart 
of identity theft is personally identifiable 
information such as your Social Security 
number, date of birth, birthplace, etc. and, 
unfortunately, in today’s interconnected world, 
it’s extremely hard to keep that information safe 
from attackers.”  

To minimize the damage that can occur, here are 
ten steps to take once you realize you may be a 
victim of identity theft.

1.	 File a claim with your identity theft 
insurance, if applicable.

2.	 Notify companies you do business with of 
your stolen identity. This should include 
the IRS where you can request an IP PIN 
(Identity Protection PIN).

3.	 File a report with the Federal Trade 
Commission at reportfraud.ftc.gov.

4.	 Contact your local police agency and 
requests a report. Keep a copy for your 
records.

5.	 Notify your credit card companies of the 
identity theft and place alerts on your cards.

6.	 FREEZE YOUR CREDIT! Notify Experian, 
Equifax and Transunion and initiate a credit 
freeze as soon as possible. This can be done 
online at all three agencies and it is free of 
charge. This will cut off access to your credit 
report and means the credit bureaus won’t 
share it with anyone who requests it. If you 
need to make a purchase with financing, 
you will have to UNFREEZE it so keep good 
records.

Identity Theft

7.	 Sign up for credit monitoring service, if 
offered. If not offered by the breached 
company, you can find credit monitoring for 
as little as $9.99 a month.

8.	 Tighten security on your accounts – this 
would be a good time to review your 
passwords and change or make some more 
difficult to hack. Additionally, pay attention 
to notifications you get regarding password 
resets, unrecognized transactions and 
unsolicited notifications about account 
logins.

9.	 You should also get in the habit of using a 
shredder for documents that contain any 
personal or financial information. Delete any 
personal information (addresses, birthdays, 
phone numbers) off social media. Whenever 
offered, enable two-factor authentication 
which will require both a password and a 
code delivered via email, text or phone call 
for access to an account.

10.	 Review your credit reports for anything you 
don’t recognize. By law, you are entitled to at 
least one free report from each agency each 
year. Go to AnnualCreditReport.com 

11.	 Scan your credit card and bank statements 
for unauthorized transactions. 

Being a victim of identity theft not only can cost 
you money, but it could require significant time 
and effort to resolve. Recovery from Identity 
Theft can be a tedious process, but these steps 
are necessary to avoid a thief from gaining future 
control of your money.

If you need help with this topic or any other 
concern, phone numbers and days of operation 
for Seniors vs. Crime offices in The Villages can 
be found on our website at seniorsvscrime.
com. You can also check out our Facebook page 
by searching for Seniors vs. Crime Region 4.

Seniors Vs. Crime also has a Speakers Bureau 
that will gladly come to your club, church, or 
group to speak about scams. To schedule a 
presentation, contact any of the offices. There 
is never a charge for their services. Seniors Vs. 
Crime can be reached at:

The Fruitland Park Police Department Annex  
in the Moyer Recreation Center in The Villages  

(352) 674-1882

The Marion County Sheriff’s Office in The Villages 
(352) 753-7775

The Sumter County Sheriff’s Office in The Villages 
(352) 689-4600, Extension 4606

The Wildwood Police Department Annex at 
Brownwood in The Villages – (352) 753-0727

You can also file online, or by calling 1-800-203-
3099. Our staff will call you back and you can file 
your complaint over the phone. 

Volunteers’ at all four offices are ready, willing 
and able to assist you. To keep up with the latest 
scams, LIKE ‘Seniors vs. Crime Region 4’ on 
Facebook. Hablamos Español. Por favor pregunte 
por Yolanda. Martes a Viernes: 10:00 A.M. a  
2:00 P.M., (352) 689-4606.  
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018	 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2021	 Bryan Lyfsey

2020	 John Donahe 
	 Carolyn Reichel 
	 Jerry Vicenti 

2017	 Myron Henry

2016	 Frank E. Carr

2013	 “Class Action Five” 
	 Elaine Dreidame 
	 Bill Garner 
	 Joe Gorman 
	 Rich Lambrecht 
	 Irv Yedwab

2012	 Joe Gorman

2011	 Pete Cacioppo	 
	 Betty Cunningham

2009	 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 
	 Vinnie Palmisano

2008	 Ray and Lori Micucci 
	 Win Shook

2007	 Rose Harvey 
	 Dorothy Hokr

2006	 Charlie Harvey 
	 Carol Kope 
	 Frank Renner

2005	 Sadie Woollard

2004	 Russ Day 
	 Eva Hawkins 
	 William Rich, Jr. 
	 Glen Swindler 
	 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

DISCOUNT 
PARTNERS
Another benefit for POA members 
is this Discount Partner program.
Most vendors will ask you for your current 
POA Membership card to receive the offered 
discount. If you have a favorite business who 
is currently not offering a POA Discount, tell 
them about our program. Please say “thanks” 
to our Discount  Partners for their 
participation. 
The up-to-date 
list of Discount 
Partners 
can always 
be found on 
our website 
poa4us.org. 
Click ‘Discount 
Partners’ on the 
left menu.

2021 OFFICERS

President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Treasurer Donna Kempa 716-445-4008
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors

Andrew Curtis 315-0333
Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Sal Torname 350-2218
Karen Lambert 917-854-6777
Dan Warren 352-630-4491

POA STAFF

Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield 219-508-6863
POA Email 1presidentpoa@poa4us.org
POA Website poa4us.org
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312
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Moral  
Injury  
in Medical Care

Patient-centered radiation oncology close to home

Like us on Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400 / RBOI.com

A M E R I C A N  S O C I E T Y  F O R 
R A D I A T I O N  O N C O L O G Y

P A R T N E R S  I N  Q U A L I T Y 
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Last month, I described the few insurance companies 
whose peer reviews deny a physician’s choice for a 
patient’s medical care.

In essence, this is best described as moral injury, and has 
caused a loss of purpose in the practice of medicine. The 
high incidence of moral injury in healthcare is well known, and 
as Ludmila N. Praslova PhD, recently wrote in an excellent 
article in Fast Company, can be “attributed to systemic 
issues that emphasized efficiency and financial metrics at 
the expense of physician/patient communication, trust, 
and overall patient care.” It “will not help a doctor who is 
prevented by insurance regulations from prescribing a life-
saving treatment.”

I plan to reveal those insurance plans whose peer review 
entities engage in such denial. Your future health care choice 
demands that you are aware.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
CEO, Robert Boissoneault Oncology Institute


