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General Membership Meetings

Upcoming POA General  
Membership Meetings

December 19, 2023 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Speaker: Steve Lapp  
Topic: Cutting the Cord

January 4, 2024 • 7 pm 
Everglades Recreation Center 

Speaker: Chief Brian Twiss 
The Villages Fire Department 
Topic: Update on Special Fire District 

January 16, 2024 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Speaker: Dr. Craig Curtis 
Topic: Alzheimer’s
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The Year in Review –  
POA 2023 Watch List 
The POA modified its 2023 Watch List and added the current issue 
of funding for the Fire, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), and 
Emergency Transportation Services as the #1 issue. For more than two years the POA 
has said this is the most critical of all issues for residents of The Villages.

However, three of the five Commissioners flipped 
at a public hearing in August, caving to pressure 
primarily from the business community. Only a $1 
increase in the current Fire Assessment Fee was 
passed, and The Villages Fire Department budget 
had to be cut back by $14 million.

Concurrent with passing the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2023-24 budget, the Sumter County 
Commissioners began steps to authorize a Special 
Dependent Fire District for The Villages. The 
authorizing ordinance to create the District was 
expected to pass at the November 28 County 
Commission meeting.

At the Commission meeting on November 14, 
five members were selected to serve on a newly 
formed Board of Supervisors for the Special 
Dependent Fire District so that when a District 
is enabled by ordinance, the Board could begin 
organizing its work in December. See the article 
on page 6 for full information about the powers 
and responsibilities of this new board.

All of the previous Watch List issues listed below 
are still important and remain on the list behind 
this new public safety issue.

Villages and Sumter 
County Fire, EMS 
& Emergency 
Transportation Services
The POA and most residents 

thought this issue had been settled last year when 
separate Fire & EMS departments were created 
for The Villages and Sumter County, each with 
their own ambulance transportation services. 
The referendum for The Villages Independent Fire 
District failed in November by a slim margin so 
Sumter County continued to provide the funding 
mechanisms for both departments.

Sumter County conducted a study to determine 
a fair and equitable Fire Assessment Fee which 
recommended a raise from $124 to $323.64 per 
rooftop and a square footage assessment for 
commercial and other structures. Multi-family 
buildings would be charged on a per unit basis. 
Every member of the Board of Commissioners 
agreed that the fee schedule as presented was 
the appropriate way to fund the fire departments 
after discussion at the July budget workshops. Watch List continued on page 2
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Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. (POA) 
is the original property owners’ group in 
The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting as 
a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
	 Independence		  Honesty	  Fairness 
	 Objectivity		  Respect

The POA Declaration of 
Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

UF Health The Villages Hospital
Now in the #2 spot is UFHealth/
The Villages Hospital. The Center 
for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) released 2023 
quality ratings in August. The 

Villages Hospital went back to  a 1-star rating 
based on a number of factors. Patient survey 
results gave the hospital only one star. 

It is important to note that these ratings are 
from data submitted two years ago, and do 
not necessarily reflect the current outcomes 
or satisfaction levels of more recent patients. 
Since The Villages Fire Department started 
transportation services on October 1 of last year, 
satisfaction related to wait times seems to have 
improved.

The POA looks forward to having an updated 
presentation from UFHealth/The Villages Hospital 
again in March 2024.

The POA does have a question, though. Why do 
none of the outside signs at the hospital include 
UFHealth? The sale was completed two years ago. 
This affiliation is something The Villages should 
be proud of, and one that new residents would be 
interested in knowing as they drive by or up to the 
facilities.

Watch List continued from page 1 Personal Property Insurance
Even before Hurricane Ian hit the 
Gulf Coast of Florida in 2022, 
the personal property insurance 
industry was in trouble in Florida. 
Plagued by roofing scams that 

drove six companies out of business in 2022, 
Governor Ron DeSantis called two special 
sessions of the Florida Legislature in June and 
December. Legislation was passed to help ease 
the burden on property owners and to tighten the 
regulations on roofing companies that have driven 
roofing costs up and insurance companies out of 
business.

The Florida Office of Insurance Regulation 
imposed a 2% surcharge on property owners in 
2023, depending on when their policy renews, so 
the Florida Insurance Guaranty Association (FIGA) 
can cover more than 14,000 claims from insolvent 
companies that need to be satisfied. 

Experts predict it may take years to see whether 
the new legislation has helped homeowners.

In the meantime, Farmers Insurance and 
Nationwide each stopped writing homeowner 
policies in Florida this year and AAA has 
significantly reduced those it will cover. Hurricane 
season produced a significant Category 4 tornado 
in the Big Bend of Florida, and periods of heavy 
rain and flooding also caused significant damage. 
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Watch List continued on page 3
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The impact of these storms on insurance rates has 
yet to be felt.

Some tips for homeowners who may be facing 
significant increases or notices that they are being 
dropped include obtaining a 4-point inspection 
or a specific roof inspection. The 4-point report 
will include the roof, electrical system, heating 
and cooling, and plumbing system. It is worth the 
investment in the inspection that may help save 
the homeowner from cancellation or possibly 
reduce the proposed increase.

It does not appear that the property insurance 
crisis in Florida will go away any time soon.

US 441 Construction Project
At the December 2022 POA 
General Membership meeting, 
officials from the Florida 
Department of Transportation 
provided an update on the US 

441 construction that has already frustrated 
motorists for two years and claimed the life of a 
construction worker. Two other serious accidents 
have occurred in the construction zone, including 
two teens who were killed.

The 4.157-mile, $45.3 million road improvement 
that began in July 2020 was on track to be 
completed and to re-open the entire roadway in 
early 2024.

Please only use this form if you will be mailing a check. To pay by credit card, visit POA4us.org
MEMBERSHIP DUES   Joining or   Renewing at $15 per year per household
# of Years ( 1 - 10 ) ___________ 	 Membership Amount $___________
Donation (optional) $_ ________ 	 Total Enclosed $________________
ACCOUNT INFORMATION 
First & Last Name_________________________________________________________
Email Address_ __________________________________________________________
# of Residents at address below _ ____________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________________ Village Name ___________________________
Unit # (see Villages ID/UL) _______ Villa Name (if applicable)___________________________
City ________________________________________________ Zip Code ___________
2nd Resident First & Last Name_ _____________________________________________
Relation ________________________________________________________________

BULLETIN DELIVERY   Driveway   E-Bulletin   Driveway & E-Bulletin   None  
(Note: if no preference circled then Driveway is default, once account established, make changes at poa4us.org) 
PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO THE POA. 
Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for membership card(s).  
MAIL TO: The POA, 8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane PMB111, The Villages, FL 32162

JOIN THE POA TODAY!
We respect your privacy.  
This information is for POA Official use ONLY.
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Baker’s Golf Carts
Nothing Over $3,000
Will Pick Up When You Call 

or Arrange a Convenient Time

Pay Cash
(352) 303-5100

We match people with local 
clinical research trials.

We currently have clinical trial  
openings for:

 % Memory Loss and 
Healthy Memory 

 % Vaccine 
 % COPD 
 % High Blood 

Pressure

 % Diabetes 
 % Cardiovascular 

Disease

If eligible for a trial,  
participation may include:

 % Compensation for time  
and travel.

 % No-cost study-related  
care from local doctors  
and specialists. 

 % The future of medicine  
could start with you.

3201 Wedgewood Ln  
The Villages, FL 32162
352-261-0901

Learn More. Contact:  
Deborah Snow

407-364-7517
www.ResearchStartsWithYou.com

We match people with local 
clinical research trials.

We currently have clinical trial  
openings for:

 % Memory Loss and 
Healthy Memory 

 % Vaccine 
 % COPD 
 % High Blood 

Pressure

 % Diabetes 
 % Cardiovascular 

Disease

If eligible for a trial,  
participation may include:

 % Compensation for time  
and travel.

 % No-cost study-related  
care from local doctors  
and specialists. 

 % The future of medicine  
could start with you.

3201 Wedgewood Ln  
The Villages, FL 32162
352-261-0901

Learn More. Contact:  
Deborah Snow

407-364-7517
www.ResearchStartsWithYou.com

We currently have clinical 
trial openings for:
P Memory Loss and
        Healthy Memory
P Vaccine
P COPD
P High Blood Pressure
P Diabetes
P Cardiovascular Disease

If eligible for a trial,
participation may include:
P    Compensation for time 
        and travel.
P No-cost study-related 
         care from local doctors and specialists.
P The future of medicine 
         could start with you.

We match people with local clinical research trials.

Watch List continued from page 2

Watch List continued on page 4
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CDD 8, which has been embroiled in an ongoing 
legal battle over a little white cross, will continue 
to accept anonymous complaints. So will CDDs 
1, 10 and 11, as well as the Lady Lake/Lake County 
portion of The Villages.

The situation that occurred in CDD 3 is one 
that many Boards of Supervisors are wrestling 
with. There have been numerous situations 
where complaints have been made about a 
non-compliant issue that occurred before the 
current homeowner purchased the property. This 
happened in many patio villa neighborhoods 
where rock had been put down up to the road, 
with no buffer. It has cost residents thousands 
of dollars to bring these issues into compliance. 
Some boards have forgiven fines as a result; 
others have stuck to the strict letter of the deed 
restrictions.

Some boards would like to see real estate listing 
and sales agents held accountable, but legally, 
there is nothing they can do to provide any 
enforcement. Real estate transactions are private 
matters between parties. It is also difficult to 
educate potential buyers on what to look for, 
especially if this is their first purchase in The 
Villages.

The adage – BUYER BEWARE – is the only advice 
that will really work.

Water Usage Unexplained Overage 
Charges 

Residents began reporting unusual 
spikes in their water bills last year, 
along with a lack of response from 
the Utilities Department Customer 
Service Department.

The POA and many residents brought the issue 
before the North Sumter Utility Dependent 
District (NSCUDD) and changes have already been 
made in the customer service area. In addition, the 
NSCUDD Board recently approved a refund policy 
to allow for one-time credits for leak-related 
overages, and a policy for unexplained spikes in 
water usage readings The following QR code will 
provide an explanation of how 
these credits work. 

Anonymous Complaints
Community Development District 
(CDD) 5 has reported positive 
results from eliminating the 
anonymous complaint system in 
its district, and other CDDs started 

to pay attention. CDD 5 supervisors say there has 
not been a degradation of aesthetics as a result, 
signaling that its new system may be working. 
CDD 2 was next, and several others have followed 
suit. District Staff presented a new process it 
hoped would make it easy for residents to file 
complaints yet address the issue of anonymous 
complaints from “trolls” and others who may not 
live in the neighborhood. 

The new process, first discussed by CDD 4 as a 
way to limit complaints by others not living in 
the neighborhood, still allows for anonymous 
complaints but requires proof that the person 
making the complaint lives in the District where 
the complaint is located. The complaintant must 
show their unit and lot number. CDDs 5 and 2 
now require that proof, along with the name.

In October, CDD 6 voted 3-2 to eliminate 
anonymity, after receiving heavy pressure from 
residents. CDD 12, which is the Village of Fenney 
area, has also stopped accepting anonymous 
complaints as well as requiring address 
verification to prove the complainant lives in  
CDD 12.

CDD 3 also eliminated the anonymous complaint 
system but not before an anonymous complaint 
was lodged on July 27 about a couple’s driveway 
in the Southern Trace area. The driveway had 
been extended 12 years earlier, long before they 
purchased the home. Some supervisors said it was 
a good example of why it was time to abandon the 
anonymous complaint system. The board voted 
3-2 to allow the couple to keep their driveway 
extension.

CDDs 4 and 9 will continue to allow anonymous 
complaints, but the complainant must provide 
a unit number for verification they reside in the 
district.
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Artisti Crete
PAINTS
EPOXY

TEXTURE
GRAPHICS
ANTIQUES

ACID STAIN
RESEALS

REMOVALS
PAVERS
REPAIRS

EXCLUSIVE DECOCON SOFTWARE, SEE YOUR DRIVEWAY BEFORE WE START!

SERVING ALL CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR 30 YEARS

ARTISTICRETE@COMCAST.NET

(352)728-6501 � (352)728-8811
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Watch List continued from page 3

FREE
Village Business Directory App

Scan & Download the “Mobile App”
Right On Your Mobile Phone

Find
Businesses

You
LOVE

Notices of
Sales

Discounts 
Special Events

(Turn on Notification$ & $ave)

VILLAGERS & GUESTS
Start - $AVING - Today at

KOUPON$ KORNER

Weekly Notices of

NEW KOUPON$
For - $AVING$ - Every Day

admin@MorrisChoice.com     www.MorrisChoice.com

“Brand-New”

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager 
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

InteriorsbyJanet.com

• Paint Color Consulting

• Furniture Floor Plans

• Staging Services

• Lighting/Furniture Selections

• Artwork Selection/Placement

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

www.InteriorsbyJanet.com

INTERIORS BY

Your life. Styled.

• Paint Color Consulting
    • Rearranging Furniture & Artwork
        • Selecting New Pieces of Furniture

Your Personal Guide For...

...Starting From 
$9500

Janet Ruffolo
Fellow Villager
30+ Years of Experience

954.764.1991
design@InteriorsbyJanet.com

www.InteriorsbyJanet.com

INTERIORS BY

Your life. Styled.

• Paint Color Consulting
    • Rearranging Furniture & Artwork
        • Selecting New Pieces of Furniture

Your Personal Guide For...

...Starting From 
$9500

Making your home feel  
like a dream by:
• Room Makeovers
• Paint Color Consulting
• Decorate Newly Purchased Homes
• Personal Shopper for Furniture  

and Accessories
• Existing Furntiure and Accessory  

Rearrangement
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(352) 396-7813
www.GroutSmithLMS.com

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About Our 
10 Year Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 12.31.23

15% OFF
up to $100

Not redeemable for cash. Not to be combined  
with any other offer / coupon. Exp. 11/30/2023

T e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever NeedT e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever Need
GEORGE NAHAS GEORGE NAHAS CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 
 352-748-1122 352-748-1122

www.georgenahaschevrolet.comwww.georgenahaschevrolet.com
SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm 

 SERVICE HOURS:  SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pmMon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pm

CIALIS 5mg Gen. 90 tabs $100.53 including shipping
VIAGRA 100mg Gen. $2.75 per tab minimum 30 tabs
ELIQUIS 5mg Brand 168 tabs foor $262.61
TRELEGY ELLIPTA Brand 100/62.5/25mcg 3 30 dose    
                                  inhaler $255.01
JANDIANCE 25mg Brand 90 tabs for $225.94
MYRBETRIQ 25 mg Gen. 100 tabs for $203.57

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

Your Local Insurance Team
Protecting What’s Important

BLUE LAKE  
INSURANCE AGENCY
352-260-0418 
www.brightwaybluelake.com

Trusted Insurance Coverage  
with a Personal Touch  
Home | Auto | Life | Golf Cart | Marine
Call or visit online today for your free quote! 

Jaret “JW”  
Whitney

Stephanie  
RichardsonVery Resonable Rates                  Excellent References

Critter Sitter
Villages Resident 

352-750-2420

Pam Powell

Jewelers On Site: Watch Batteries Installed, Jewelry Sales, Repairs & Custom Designs

2805 Hwy. 44 W. Inverness
Next to Nick Nicholas Ford

352-726-8616
Mon.-Fri. - 9-5:30 • Sat. 9-2

COLONIAL
JEWELRY

& PAWN
BUY - SELL - PAWN

TOP DOLLAR PAID!
We Buy Gold, Silver, Coins & Jewelry

We Buy & Sell Guns • Automobile Pawn
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The Sumter County Commissioners, following the selection process 
it had established, chose five members to serve on the first Board of 
Supervisors for the as-yet-to-be-created Villages Special Dependent 
Fire District. A public hearing was held on the ordinance to establish 
the Special District at the Commission meeting on November 28, at 
which time the Commissioners were expected to vote on whether to 
create the District.

Sumter County Commissioners 
Choose Fire District Board

Four of the five members selected were on the list 
submitted by The Villages District Manager Kenny 
Blocker. The only person not selected from his list 
was Fred Briggs, past chair of the VHA. 

Serving 3-year terms are:

Stephen Bogle, retired Brigadier General with the 
Iowa National Guard and former executive officer 
of the Iowa Department of Public Safety.

Chris Christopolos, Senior Manager of Fire 
Protection Services for Universal Parks and 
Resorts and a former Fire Chief and Emergency 
Management Director from New Hampshire.

Dr. Kathleen Gowin, a banking consultant with a 
40-year career in finance.

Serving 1-year terms are:

John Dean, a 40-year firefighter with 14 years as 
State Fire Marshall for Maine.

Dr. Maryanne Scott, a private practice physician 
who later became a vice president and medical 
director for a multi-specialty group in Washington 
state.

The Special Dependent Fire District must be 
created by an ordinance passed by the Sumter 
County Commissioners in accordance with 
Chapter 189 of the Florida State Statute. The 
proposed ordinance as published for the public 
hearing gives the new District several powers, 
including:

“w. The right to determine, order, levy, impose, 
collect and enforce non-ad valorem special 
assessments to construct, operate, and maintain 
those District facilities and services provided 
pursuant to the powers described in this 
Ordinance, which shall constitute a lien on the 
property against which assessed from the date of 
imposition thereof until paid, coequal with the 
lien of state, county, municipal, and school board 
taxes; provided however, any special assessments 
that may be levied must be collected via the 
uniform method of collection prescribed in Section 
197.3632, Florida Statutes.

 x. The right to levy and assess ad valorem 
taxes on all taxable property in the District to 
construct, operate and maintain district facilities 
and services, to pay the principal of, and interest 
on, general obligation bonds of the district, and to 
provide for any sinking or other funds established 
in connection with such bonds. An ad valorem tax 
levied by the District may not exceed 0.75 mills 
or a millage authorized by law approved by vote 
of the electors therein, whichever is less. Such 
tax shall be assessed, levied, and collected in the 
same manner as county taxes.”

The ordinance also provides that the Sumter 
County Commissioners will have oversight of the 
budget of the new district. 
 

“No later than each July 15, the District’s final 
proposed budget shall be delivered to the County 
Administrator of the County. For any fiscal year 
for which the District does not propose to directly 
levy an ad valorem tax, the District may include 
with its proposed budget for that fiscal year a 
request that the County Commission levy an ad 
valorem tax which will produce revenues in an 
amount not to exceed 0.75 mills on the assessed 
taxable value of real property within the District 
as certified by the County Property Appraiser. The 
County Commission shall consider the requested 
amount in determining, in accordance with 
Section 200.065, Florida Statutes, its millage for 
County General Fund or Municipal Service Taxing 
Unit ad valorem taxes levied with respect to real 
property within the District, with the intent that 
the County Commission will transfer the revenues 
arising from the millage that was imposed at 
the District’s request, if and when collected, to 
the District. The budget for the District shall be 
approved or vetoed by the Sumter County Board 
of County Commissioners no later than the 
September 15 immediately following delivery of 
the same to the County Administrator. The District 
shall operate in accordance with the provisions 
of its last approved budget until such time as 
the subsequent budget or amended budget is 
approved by the Sumter County Board of County 
Commissioners.”

It is possible that the new board could have an 
organizational meeting as soon as December if 
the ordinance passes on November 28. The POA 
will keep residents apprised of meeting dates and 
locations.

The new Special Fire District will be #1 on the 
POA’s Watch List for 2024. 
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w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

Sale Dates Valid From 12/07/23 to 12/13/23

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

 

Our Delicious  
Salami Sandwich

  $699

Boneless Chicken 
Breast Family Pack 

$149 lb.

HEADS OR TAILS  
Frozen Whole Kingfish 

Size May Vary
$399 lb.

White  
Malanga

$249 lb.

Roxane Water 
24 Pk 16.9 Oz.

$299
Freshly Baked Pan 
Sobao Sweet Bread

$149

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

 Organically Grown 
Green Beans 12 Oz.

$399 ea.

Beef Top Round 
 Whole or Half 
$399 lb.

Center Cut Bone-In 
Pork Chops Family Pack

$199 lb.

Chicken Leg Quarters 
10 Lb Bag 
$690

La Fe Jasmine Rice 
5 Lbs. 

$399

Variety, Freshness, 
& Savings In Every Aisle

Visit Visit 
www.keyfooddeals.com  www.keyfooddeals.com  

to sign up for our  to sign up for our  
Key Food weekly  Key Food weekly  

specials.specials.

Fresh  
Ginger

$149 lb.

Mazola Oil 
Select Varieties 40 Oz. 

$499

Yellow Jumbo  
Onions

$0.69 lb.

Paisa Swiss Cheese
$799 lb.

Malta India 
6 Pk 7 Oz Blts.

$299

Pillsbury All  
Purpose Flour 5 Lbs.

$379

SUPERMARKET

Fresh  
Cilantro

$0.69 ea.
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Senior Moments Just Got Awesome

224 Magnolia Drive
Lady Lake, FL 32159

(866)529-8643
www.wateroaksales.com

A Beautiful Community...Countless Reasons to Make Your Move
   Looking to move?  Water Oak 
Country Club Estates is an affordable, 
resort-style 55+ manufactured housing 
community, where acting your age is 
not required! Located in the Town of 
Lady Lake, just outside the clamor of 
The Villages, our friendly community 
has nearly all amenities that other 
communities have to offer, at a  
fraction of the cost. 

   Water Oak has over 1,300 occupied 
sites at present, and we are expanding! 
Our homes are gorgeous and stand 
toe to toe with any stick-built home. 
With prestigious manufacturers such 
as Skyline and Palm Harbor, they are 
built like a stick-built home but in a 
factory, not on site. That is a huge cost 
savings to the consumer. In addition, 
as a land leased community, you pay a 
monthly lot rent but will never get a tax 
assessment, pay HOA fees or bonds. I 
know what you are going to ask next, 
but what about appreciation? The 
homes in Water Oak follow all the real 
estate trends.

   Our lot rent includes but is not 
limited to the following: private 
streets (maintained by Water Oak), 
24/7 manned gate, lawn mowing, 2 
clubhouses, sports complex, a full-
service restaurant/bar (open to the 
public), 2 pools with a 3rd planned, and 
too many activities to mention in this 
article. 

   Our newly renovated, 18-hole 
Championship Golf Course which 
is open to the public, has available 
and affordable tee times! Resident 
discounted memberships apply.  

   Don’t forget to unwind after a round 
of golf at the 19th Hole, our full-service 
bistro restaurant/bar.
   Water Oak has so much to offer its 
residents right here in the community, 
they rarely leave! Whether you are 
an active or not-so active senior, we 
have a plethora of activities to meet 
all needs. Don’t forget, the shopping 
and activities in the Village Squares are 
open to the public. One can still enjoy 
those amenities yet live out of the 
congested hustle-bustle of The Villages.
   Many of our residents have moved 
out of The Villages and into Water Oak 
for a smaller, closer-knit community 
where everybody knows your name. 
So, although smiling may cause 
wrinkles, here at Water Oak, there is 
MUCH to smile about.  Dip into one 
of our two crystal clear heated pools.  
Take your furry friends to our existing 
dog park with a second one planned.  
Need a more active lifestyle? How 
about a game of pickle ball, tennis, 
bocce ball, soft ball, horseshoes, kayak, 
fishing, golf, or sand volleyball to name 
a few. 
   We invite you to visit Water Oak 
Country Club Estates and see 
for yourself.  It’s truly a stunning 
community which likens to a beautiful 
oasis hidden just off the beaten path.
   When you come in for a tour and 
show your Village ID Card to one of our 
sales team members, you will receive 
a gift card to the 19th Hole/Pro Shop 
AND be entered into our Villager’s 
Monthly wine basket raffle!
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Appellate Panel of Judges Overturns 
Conviction of Former Sumter County 
Commissioner Oren Miller
An Appellate Court panel of judges has overturned the 2022 conviction 
of former Sumter County Commissioner Oren Miller on perjury 
charges stemming from phone calls he had with former Sumter County 
Commissioner Gary Search, who also faced perjury charges. Both Miller 
and Search were removed from their Commission seats by Governor Ron 
DeSantis, prior to any conviction ever occurring.
The charges against Mr. Search were eventually dropped. Mr. Miller spent both Thanksgiving and 
Christmas in the Sumter County jail last year after he was convicted by a jury on November 18.

Mr. Miller told POA President Cliff Wiener he was “elated” to be vindicated of the charge.

The Appellate Court panel found that Mr. Miller had been truthful and forthcoming during interviews 
and attempted to clarify the record, prior to being prosecuted. They said that “allowing an individual to 
clarify or correct previous false or erroneous statements advances the core of judicial function...Florida 
law has long recognized this enduring principal.”

They also noted that the statement on which Mr. Miller’s perjury charge was made was taken out of 
context. “A charge of perjury may not be sustained by the device of lifting a statement of the accused 
out of its immediate context and thus giving it a meaning wholly different than that which its context 
clearly shows.” 

Finally, the ruling is clear:

“Accordingly, since Miller’s sworn statement 
viewed as a whole is insufficient to support the 
perjury conviction, we REVERSE the judgment 
and sentence, VACATE Miller’s conviction, and 
REMAND with instructions that the trial court 
enter a judgment of not guilty in favor of Miller. 

One piece of justice has been served. Now Mr. 
Miller is entitled to full restitution for lost wages 
and benefits, legal expenses, and even his seat 
on the Board of Commissioners if that is what 
he wants. The POA endorsed Mr. Miller and 
remained confident that his conviction would 
be overturned. Unfortunately, nothing can atone 
for the time lost with his family, the unnecessary 
personal expenses incurred, or the damage to his 
reputation. 

San Gabriel Boot 
and Shoe Repair

8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy
Inverness, FL 34450

Repair: New Soles, Heel Caps, Purses, 
Luggage, Puppy Damage, Zippers

352-341-1444

Sale Gently Used Boots: Western, Work,
Snake Proof, New Work Boots, Leather Belts

Mon-Thurs 9am-5pm, Fri-Sat 9am-1pm
Serving America’s Horse Country
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In Case You Missed It…Highlights from November Meetings

District Unveils Paradise Elevations
People in attendance at the November meeting 
of the Amenity Authority District (AAC) were 
treated to District Property Manager Bruce Brown 
unveiling the finished plans for the new Paradise 
Recreation Center. He highlighted many of the 
features including the new and expanded library, 
the back porch with stunning views of the water 
and the resort style pool.

Mr. Brown reported to the AAC that the initial 
design phase is complete and the project will be 
ready to go out for bids soon. They are currently 
completing site plans and coordinating with 
SECO and District Utilities to relocate and pull 
power underground. They will be moving to the 
Construction Design Phase, as well as hardscapes 
and landscape designs.

New Paradise Recreation Center Rendering

Once the District finalizes the detailed design 
phase, they develop construction bid documents 
and issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the bid 
phase.

Purchasing and District Property Management 
(DPM) will return with the recommended 
construction contract award to AAC and VCCDD 
to formally approve and execute the demolition 
and construction contract, with construction 
complete in Spring 2025.

Elevation view boards will be on display at 
Paradise Recreation Center for Resident viewing. 
DPM will be working with Parks and Recreation 
on communication to residents about relocating 
activities well in advance of demolition.

PWAC Gives Go-Ahead for Morse 
Bridge Island Revetment
After approximately seven years, the Project Wide 
Advisory Committee (PWAC) gave the final green 
light for the Morse Bridge Island Shoreline project. 
The issue of erosion on the island came to light 
shortly before Hurricane Irma hit in 2017. After 
the significant rainfall from that event, the water 
levels in Lake Sumter were too high for the work 
to proceed. At the time a more costly solution had 
been approved.

Fast forward a few years and then-District 
Manager Richard Baier suggested that PWAC look 
at other options he was aware of that could be less 
costly and just as effective. A product call “ripraf” 
(rubble/rock) and a material to hold it in place 
can be used, and the Sumter Landing Community 
Development District (SLCDD) has agreed to 
donate the material, saving PWAC approximately 
$400,000.

PWAC agreed to recommend awarding the $1.2 
million contract, despite the information that 
there has been no further shore erosion detected. 
However, the majority believed that there is 
no way to project the future and after years of 
waiting the work should be done.

Assistant District Manager Bruce Brown advised 
that the work would likely take about six 
months, and would begin during the busy season 
after the first of the year. He said there will be 
some disruption of traffic as materials are being 
delivered but hoped to minimize impact as much 
as possible.

Highlights continued on page 11

Champions of  
Residents’ Rights  

Since 1975 
POA4US.org
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Highlights continued from page 10

 
   

One Visit
Could Change 
      Your Life.

VIPcare is dedicated to helping you get 
the most out of your Medicare benefits.
Because your health is our priority. 

Get More With VIPcare
  More time with your doctor

  Specialized care

   Primary care that goes 
above & beyond

Schedule your visit today! 

(352) 329-3075

VIPcare The Villages - Fenney  
3429 Warm Springs Ave 
The Villages, FL 32163

-
cuss with a licensed broker or agent for more details.

www.getvipcare.com

Residents on the Hook for Rohan and Burnsed Recreation Repairs
The Project Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) recommended approval to spend $525,636 for the 
installation of underdrain piping systems within the Burnsed tennis courts and the Rohan tennis, 
platform tennis and pickleball courts. The new under-drain systems will be connected to the existing 
drainage system with the purpose of improving the overall draining condition of the sports courts.

During a routine inspection of the sport courts, it was noted that the sport courts asphalt surface had 
begun to develop cracks and blistering of the courts surface. The cracking and blistering had caused 
the asphalt to rise in numerous areas and become detached from the courts limerock base, leaving 
the courts unplayable. District staff consulted and retained Andreyev Engineering Inc. to conduct a 
Geotechnical Engineering Investigation to determine the cause of the cracking and blistering. The 
geotechnical investigation determined that the excessive moisture just beneath the asphalt court 
surfaces with extreme heat was creating the observed cracking and blistering.

PWAC members expressed concerns about engineering studies that should have detected that the area 
could be subject to excessive moisture. They were assured that such engineering work was done, and 
nothing was noted at the time of the initial installation. The Developer has been made aware so that the 
location of such outdoor courts is looked at more carefully. 
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Once again, The Villages Daily Sun, a.k.a., the Developer’s newspaper, 
in an article published on November 12 attempted to blame the POA for 
insisting on a fair process to select members of the appointed Board of 
Supervisors for the soon-to-be-created Villages Special Dependent Fire 
District. The Sumter County Commissioners received 25 applications 
from residents interested in serving on the Board. They considered those 
applications on Tuesday, November 14, at the Commission meeting. 
In an article published on November 12, The Daily Sun cited the “established process” as being that the 
District Manager would vet and recommend candidates. While that may have been true in the past, 
the current Board of Commissioners had not identified a process before the District’s candidates were 
presented. County Administrator Bradley Arnold presented three scenarios that have been used in the 
past. Commissioner Andy Bilardello said they didn’t need to be “spoon-fed” candidates.

The article also cited the VHA – known to be a Developer-puppet organization – as having to “counter 
the misinformation campaign” by the POA. 

Imitation is the highest form of flattery, as the saying goes. The POA has regularly had to “counter the 
misinformation campaigns” waged by the Sun and the VHA. In this case, their attempts to discredit the 
POA are feeble and laughable as they once again manipulated the words of the POA to create their own 
misinformation.

They say the POA summarily rejected the five candidates that were submitted by District Manager 
Kenny Blocker. This is categorically FALSE INFORMATION. The POA did not reject any of the candidates. 

VHA/Daily Sun Attempt to Manipulate Readers 
Setting the Record Straight – Again

It simply asked that they be considered with any 
other applicants.

They apparently also took the POA’s 
characterization that Mr. Blocker was attempting 
to usurp the process as an affront. However, while 
The Daily Sun and the VHA believed there to be 
an established process, clearly the Sumter County 
Commissioners did not agree. Usurp means “to 
seize or exercise authority wrongfully.” It seems 
that is what was attempted.

Does the POA believe that Sumter County 
oversight will be needed for this new board? The 
answer could not be more clearly YES, due to the 
continued machinations of the VHA. Until this 
new board is seated and can demonstrate that it 
will act in the best interests of the residents, there 
must be accountability.

The article went on to say that the POA said the 
VPSD’s numbers in 2022 couldn’t be trusted. We 
assume they are referring to the formula that was 
used in the referendum question to determine 
the Special Independent Fire District. In fact, the 
POA asked questions that were never answered. 
Specifically, the POA wanted to know the full 
range, based on a budget, of what the cost to 
residents could be. These questions remain. 
Was there a $34 million budget on which the 
estimates were given? If so, the POA was never 
given that information. To settle this question, 
we suggest The Daily Sun and the VHA go back 
to the District and get the actual figures based 
on the budget that was presented to the County 
instead of purporting the measure to save “most 
homeowners” more money. The POA would be 
happy to have an answer to this question once and 
for all.

The POA did not endorse any candidates for 
appointment to the Fire District Board. Its only 
purpose was to provide factual information to 
property owners they serve and advocate for a 
fair process. Period. And the POA actually trusts 
people to make up their own minds without 
attempting to manipulate them into believing 
half-truths or outright falsehoods. 
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$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 10/31/22.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 12/31/23.   

Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

Serving Marion & Surrounding Counties since 1982! 
www.JerryMartinIrrigation.com

Marion C-7085 
Sumter C-2899 

Lake C-21151
Licensed & Insured 
Certified Backflow Tester

DATE: April 20, 2024
TIME: 9 AM  
LOCATION:  

New Covenant Methodist Church
No plastic bags.

POA 2024

This is a ticketed 
event, and you must 
be a POA member in 

good standing! 
There are only 1,000 

tickets available.
Request a ticket via email 

POA4YOU@gmail.com

VERY LIMITED SEATING IN AN EFFORT TO COMPLY WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES.

Are Your Estate Planning 
Documents in Order?
Join Attorney Kathryn Linn for a Free Legal Seminar

Call 352-633-1263 For Dates
Linn Building, 561 Fieldcrest Drive, The Villages, FL, 32162
Just off 466 in Southern Trace Office Center – Golf Cart Accessible

Attorney Kathryn Linn will discuss: Estate Planning 
• Whether your out-of-state documents are valid in Florida.
• The Probate process and how to potentially avoid it.
• How to provide for a special needs/handicapped beneficiary.
• How to potentially minimize or eliminate estate taxes.

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account 
to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, 

create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.
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Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

Paige Booth
(352) 636-0007

Karla Mason
(352) 430-7725

Cissie Smith
(352) 391-0884

Jamie Rosier
(352) 247-1659

Patti Goodson
210-882-0708

Frances Pierce
(352) 459-5601

Cheryl Simmons
 (404) 272-6113

Charmaine Adams
(904) 646-8206

Sunny Parsons
(352) 239-0980

Jenna Wood
(352) 408-9904

Debbie & Lee 
Schoonover

(352) 661-9552

Team Lauder
Alan (352) 256-2568 
Amy (321) 303-6469

#1 Independent Real Estate Company 
in The Villages & Wildwood

CALL ONE OF OUR REALTORS TODAY

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Gail Carter
(352) 516-9131

Kat McNeely
(352) 250-4842

Peggy Schaefer
(352) 801-0040

Melissa Huennekens
(352) 817-7975

Sheila Davis
(352) 446-6942

Amanda Fincher
(352) 497-5673

Steve Savage
(908) 675-0533

Heather Brown
(352) 233-9294

Bob Berube
(352) 446-9969

Deborah Adelman
(630) 390-9272 

Kristin Wendt
(603) 509-0027

James “Coop” Cooper
(352) 626-3151

Micki Wohl
(954) 839-5880

Cheri Probert
(352) 427-9501

Tim Davis
(352) 446-1688

Gail Damon
(352) 626-3121

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022
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A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312

We sell lights for 
Kichler ceiling fans! 

352-326-9018 www.dansfancity.com

Ask us about our
WiFi enabled fans.

Leesburg 1712 N. Citrus Blvd (Hwy 27/441)

DAN’S FAN CITY
Home of the Palm Fans!!

$40

50%
Up To OPEN BOX

CEILING DISPLAYS
See Store For DetailsOFF

ON ALL CEILING FANS
DAN’S FAN CITY LIC#EC13004528

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

INSTALLATION

352.217.7556352.217.7556
www.exceptionsblinds.com

• Luminette
• Silhouette
• Vertiglide
• Faux Wood

• Verticals
• Woven Wood
• Roller Shades
• Cellular Shades

Blinds & Shutters

Coupon RequiredCoupon Required

BLIND REPAIR

$4999
In-Home Service

Fast & Friendly

Expires 12/31/23

PRICE IS FIRST BLIND REPAIRED;
ADDITIONAL REPAIRS DURING SAME 
VISIT $5 AND UP/SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. NOT ALL BLINDS CAN BE 
REPAIRED. CONTACT STORE FOR DETAILS.

CALL FOR A 
QUOTE!

GET SAFE AND RELIABLE 
PROTECTION FROM ALL TYPES 

OF INSECTS AND RODENTS.

352-233-1953

P.O. Box 1254, Summerfield, FL 34492
352-233-1953  |  www.mainstreetpestcontrolinc.com

@mainstreetpestcontrol



The POA – Champions of Residents’ Rights Since 197516 DECEMBER 2023

SHINE Offers 
Medicare Help
Open Enrollment Ends December 7!

For the remainder of the year, SHINE (Serving 
Health Insurance Needs of Elders) volunteers 
will be available to assist clients with Medicare 
related questions including Medicaid, 
Medicare, and Medigap plans, financial 
assistance, and scams. The service is free and 
unbiased, and reservations are not taken.
Counselors will be at the following locations 
to assist area residents for one-on-one 
counseling on the indicated days. 
Lake Miona rec center 
9:00 – 11:30 am • Tuesdays 
December 5 & December 12
Eisenhower rec center 
9:00 – 11:30 am • Wednesdays 
December 6 & December 20 
Chula Vista rec center 
3:00 – 5:30 pm • Fridays 
December 1 & December 15
Lady Lake Library 
2:00 – 3:30 pm • Wednesdays 
December 6 & December 13

“Understanding Medicare,” a group 
presentation geared toward those turning 
65, will be made 1:00 – 3:00 pm at Aviary 
Recreation Center, Wednesday, 
December 13

In January, SHINE will revert to its normal year-
round counseling schedule. 
For more information, sign onto  
FloridaShine.org or call 800-963-5337.

TThhee  oorriiggiinnaall  CCaaddiillllaacc  eemmbblleemm  wwaass  iinnssppiirreedd  bbyy  tthhee  
ffaammiillyy  ccrreesstt  ooff  AAnnttooiinnee  ddee  llaa  MMootthhee  CCaaddiillllaacc,,  

tthhee  ffoouunnddeerr  ooff  tthhee  cciittyy  ooff  DDeettrrooiitt..  OOvveerr
tthhee  llaasstt  112200  yyeeaarrss,,  tthhee  CCaaddiillllaacc  CCrreesstt

hhaass  ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  eevvoollvvee  rreefflleecctt
tthhee  cchhaannggiinngg  ttiimmeess..  TThhee  mmoosstt

rreecceenntt  ssttrreeaammlliinneedd,,  mmoonnoo--
cchhrroommaattiicc  vveerrssiioonn  ppooiinnttss

ttoowwaarrdd  CCaaddiillllaacc’’ss
aallll--eelleeccttrriicc

ffuuttuurree..

LOCATION
4040 SW College Rd.
Ocala, FL 34474

SALES
Mon-Fri

830am-8pm
Sat 8:30am-7pm
Sun 12pm-5pm

SERVICE
Mon-Fri

8am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm

©2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

(352) 702-9372

SullivanCadillac.com

Financial Solutions For 
Aging In Place
Servicing Communities 55 & Over
Does your �nancial plan include this 
potentially valuable asset?

Your home can be an important part 
of your retirement strategy!

Daniel Mudd
Reverse Mortgage Specialist | NMLS 224034
Mobile: (630) 235-7700
Dmudd@onetrusthomeloans.com

Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under California Residential Mortgage Lending Act, Branch License # 4131248 CalCon Mutual Mortgage LLC, dba OneTrust Home Loans is an Equal 
Housing Lender NMLS #46375; 3838 Camino del Rio N Suite 305, San Diego, CA 92108. Corporate phone (888) 488-3807. For more licensing information visit: https://onetrusthomeloans.com/licensing-information/. 
All products are not available in all states. All options are not available on all programs. All programs are subject to borrower and property quali�cations. Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without 
notice. This is an Advertisement. For more information on Reverse Mortgages, visit: https://OneTrustHomeLoans.com/reverse-mortgage-disclosures/
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Concert dates and times are subject to change

Visit  
FLstrawberryfestival.com  

or call 813-754-1996  
and get your tickets  

for the best seats available!
Home of OUR

#berryfest24

Feb. 29 -  Mar. 10, 2024  
Plant City, FL

out of this world!

The Oak Ridge Boys 
American Made Farewell Tour 

Thu. Feb. 29, 3:30     $35 

Black Eyed Peas  
Sat. Mar. 2, 7:30 

$65

The Bellamy Brothers  
Mon. Mar. 4, 3:30 

$25 

OLIVER ANTHONY 
Out of The Woods  

Thu. Feb. 29, 7:30   $35

The Commodores 
Fri. Mar. 8, 3:30 

$35

Riley Green 
Wed. Mar. 6, 7:30    

$50

Craig Morgan 
Wed. Mar. 6, 3:30  

$35

Jo Dee Messina 
Sat. Mar. 9, 3:30      

$30

The Beach Boys
Fri. Mar. 1, 3:30    

$45

Zach Williams 
Tue. Mar. 5, 7:30 

$40

ZZ TOP 
Mon. Mar. 4, 7:30 

$55

Mark Lowry 
Tue. Mar. 5, 3:30

$30

FOREIGNER  
 Fri. Mar. 8, 7:30    

$55

Jordan Davis 
Fri. Mar. 1, 7:30   

$55

Parker McCollum 
Sun. Mar. 3, 7:30        

 $65

Kirk Franklin 
Thu. Mar. 7, 7:30 

$45

Gene Watson 
Thu. Mar. 7, 3:30       

$25

Flo Rida 
Sat. Mar. 9, 7:30

$50

Cody Johnson 
Sun. Mar. 10, 7:30

$75

• T-Mobile • Alessi Bakeries • AMSCOT • Astin Farms • Candyland Warehouse • Global Frequency Technology • TRUFFOIRE  
• Circle K • Local Ford Dealers • O’Reilly Auto Parts • Grove Equipment Service • Stingray Chevrolet • Uncommon USA • ZYN  

• Monticciolo Sedation Dentistry • Netterfield’s Concessions • Verizon Wireless • Badcock Home Furniture &More  
• Good Health Saunas • Krazy Kup • DIRECTV • Images Everywhere! • Master Spas • Choo Choo Lawn Equipment • Florida Blue  

• Wyndham Destinations • Entenmann’s • The Bank of Tampa • Solution Source Construction & Development • Suncoast Credit Union  
• ICEE • AT&T • Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association • General RV Center • SUN ’n FUN Aerospace Expo

Tickets On Sale Dec. 7th at 8 am • FLstrawberryfestival.com

Artists Appearing
on the

Soundstage:
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Provider may also contract with other plans. Other providers are available in our network. Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, 
PPO and PFFS organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal.  Humana Inc. 
and its subsidiaries comply with applicable Federal Civil Rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, ancestry, marital status or religion. English: ATTENTION: 
If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 
Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al  
877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意：如果您使用繁體中文 ，您可以免費 獲得語言援助服務 。請致電 877-320-1235 (TTY: 711) 。  
Y0040_GHHLNVMEN24_M

Get access to the doctors and 
hospitals you know and trust
The Villages Health accepts Humana’s Medicare Advantage plan
We work together with our Humana Community Health Medicare HMO network of providers with 
the goal to help keep The Villages® as healthy as possible. We look forward to welcoming you!

The Villages Health 
Brownwood Care Center
2910 Brownwood Blvd
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Colony Care Center
280 Farner Place
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Creekside Care Center
1050 Old Camp Road
The Villages, FL 32162

The Villages Health 
Lake Deaton Care Center
779 Kristine Way
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Mulberry Care Center
8877 SE 165 Mulberry Ln
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Pinellas Care Center
2485 Pinellas Place
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Santa Barbara Care Center
1575 Santa Barbara Blvd
The Villages, FL 32159

877-239-2054
(TTY: 711)
Call a licensed Humana sales agent  
Daily, 8 a.m. – 8 p.m.   
¡Hablamos Español!

Humana.com/Network 
Scan to see if your doctor is in network

23_HUM_2117_ROP_10x9.5_Draft.indd   1 9/14/23   4:01 PM
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and its subsidiaries comply with applicable Federal Civil Rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, ancestry, marital status or religion. English: ATTENTION: 
If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 
Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al  
877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意：如果您使用繁體中文 ，您可以免費 獲得語言援助服務 。請致電 877-320-1235 (TTY: 711) 。  
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Traffic Enforcement Picks Up 
on N. Morse Boulevard
Sumter County Under Sheriff Patrick Breeden told the POA that there 
will soon be many exciting improvements to traffic enforcement along 
Morse Boulevard north of CR 466. He said they have been notified they 
will receive a federal grant that will pay for traffic enforcement overtime 
for officers, all of which will be dedicated to Morse Blvd. They will also 
be putting together a hybrid traffic unit which places deputies working 
strictly traffic enforcement and that will also be focused on N. Morse. 
Radar and data equipment was recently purchased which gathers speed and analytic data. One of those 
units will also be dedicated to N. Morse. Under Sheriff Breeden said he will be able to provide data as it is 
received and can be shared.

 

•	 New Business Setup & Consulting 
•	 IRS Correspondence (Power of Attorney)
•	 Business & Financial Planning
•	 Individual & Business Income Taxes (Fed+ All States)C E R T I F I E D  P U B L I C  A C C O U N T A N T S Harold Gatlin, CPA

916 Bichara Blvd. • The Villages, FL 32159 • (352) 753-2507 phone • (352) 753-1343 fax • AmericanTaxVillages.com

COMPLEMENTARY  
INITIAL  

CONSULTATION

Photo credit: Villages-News.com

“We are going to be hitting N. Morse Boulevard 
heavily,” Under Sheriff Breeden said.

These significant traffic enforcement measures 
come after POA President Cliff Wiener put 
together a meeting between Sumter County Board 
of Commissioners Chairman Craig Estep, County 
Administrator Bradley Arnold and Community 
Development District (CDD) 1 Chairman Rocky 
Hyder. CDD 1 had commissioned an engineering 
study of Morse Blvd. to identify alternatives to 
separate golf cart traffic and vehicle lanes to 
improve safety. Input from residents at a Town 
Hall meeting held in September indicated their 
preference toward slowing people down through 
enforcement.

Increased enforcement began soon after, and 
statistics for October showed 30 citations were 
issued and 13 warnings between October 5 – 
November 2. Through September there had been 
a total of 148 traffic stops and 9 accidents. In 
2022 there were a total of 168 traffic stops and 15 
accidents.

POA President Wiener said, “This is great news for the residents who are seeking safety solutions in the 
area of N. Morse Blvd. The POA was happy to bring parties to the table for discussion.” 

Reverse Mortgage Explained
Your Questions Answered

Tuesday Dec 12 & Tuesday Jan 16 
at 12:30 p.m.

NMLS 2302495

Dan Kapellen
Certified Reverse Mortgage 

Specialist in The Villages

FREE 
LUNCH 

Call 352-462-0636  
for more details.

RMExplained.com
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POA Discount Partners Help Members Save
The POA Discount Partner Program is a continuing benefit for 
POA members. Just show your up-to-date POA Membership card 
when ordering the product or service listed. If you are a POA 
member and have a printer, you can get your up-to-date POA 
membership card at our webpage POA4US.org today. Or you 
can pick it up at a membership meeting.
From knife sharpening to discounts on home 
services to restaurant discounts, the variety of 
partners has something for everyone.
Please say “thanks” to our Discount Partners 
for participating in this program when you use 
the service and please try to use our partners 
when you are looking for goods and services.
As we add more Discount Partners, you will 
want to return to the website often to see who 
is NEW and CURRENT.

Discounts may change before we update 
our list. Please get in touch with the Discount 
Partner to confirm all discounts. Generally, 
discounts cannot be used with other offers 
from the same Discount Partner. If the contents 
of this webpage need to be changed, contact 
the POA President, Cliff Wiener, by email at 
1presidentPOA@poa4us.org 

Scan this QR code to see the 
list of POA Discount Partners

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & OperatedUpdating Our Communications FOR YOU!
News happens quickly in The Villages, and we want to be sure 
our members are getting up-to-date and ACCURATE information. 
Other print media can be misleading…be assured, our news will be 
accurate and objective!
When necessary, we will publish an electronic Bulletin on the 15th of the month that will also 
be posted to our website.
The printed version will continue to be delivered to driveways on or around the first Tuesday of 
each month. We will print the articles that appear in the mid-month issue so those residents who 
are not on our e-mail list do not miss any important information.
By the end of the year, the POA hopes to have a user-friendly redesigned website, with improved 
login, meeting calendar, online payment, and event registration features. We will have updated 
capabilities to send meeting reminders, the e-Bulletin, and seamlessly post to Facebook. 
We are here to serve you! 
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Going Solar – How does it work? 
How do we build it? Why now?
Susan Elwell, an independent contractor with Powur, a Florida licensed 
solar installation company, answered these questions at the November 
POA Membership meeting.
How it works. The panels have Photo Voltaic 
Cells that make energy which is not useable for 
homes. The energy is sent down to the inverter 
box to take it and make it useable into AC current 
that you can use. It happens whether it is sunny, 
cloudy, or raining, although is not as efficient if is 
not sunny.

The system that is installed is tied to the meter, 
which is connected to “the grid,” or the power 
station where the energy is generated. It then 
travels across the country to power companies 
for distribution. SECO charges $34.50 and Duke 
$12.95 for connecting to the grid. There are more 
than 50 power companies in Florida. The State 

making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Personalized memory care solutions. 
Focused on whole person wellness.
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making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Lets have the conversation!
CALL 

TODAY 352-385-1800

of Florida requires that solar panel users must 
connect to the grid.

At night when there is no sun, the power comes 
from the grid. If you have more energy than you 
are getting from the grid, you can get credit and 
save money through net metering. 

If you get something like a hot tub, a pool, an 
electric vehicle, or anything that has high electric 
usage after you put in solar, the savings may not 
be the same, and you may need to add panels to 
generate more energy for that extra consumption.

How much sunlight do you need? Susan said the 
panels will need 4 hours of peak sunlight every 
day from 9 – 3. If there are a lot of trees on your 

property, the home may not be a good candidate. 
Southern exposure is the best, but east and west 
can work too. North does not work well at all.

Before going solar the house should be made 
as energy efficient as possible by replacing old 
incandescent light bulbs or old appliances.

How do they build it? The best roof angle is  
30 degrees, but it can work anywhere between 
15-40 degrees. Support racks are added to the 
roof which helps with stability. A microinverter is 
attached which converts the sun to energy. Each 
panel weighs about 40 pounds. They are smaller 
and more efficient than they used to be. Twenty 
panels will take  5-6 hours to install.

When Susan works with a customer, she aims for 
a 105% offset so you will have a zero bill or credit. 

When the installation passes the county 
inspection, the electric company puts in a (free) 
bi-directional meter. When you have Permission 
to Operation (PTO) it will go in reverse during the 
day and forward at night when you are using it. 

Solar continued on page 23
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The panels are now good to go.

Why are so many people going solar now?

Since 2003 the average utility prices have nearly 
doubled. Just this year in April Duke Energy 
had a 20% increase in its rates. Electric rates are 
historically unpredictable. The only way to get 
electricity without going solar is through the use 
of fossil fuel. Dependence on fossil fuels can be 
alleviated by going to renewable energy sources 
like solar.

Solar can be financed through a solar loan or 
through leasing. Sometimes the solar loan is less 
than the electric bill and can yield immediate 
savings. You may be eligible for a 30% tax credit. 
It is not a deduction. You cannot use more credit 
than what you owe in taxes, but you can spread 
it out every year until it is gone, or the credit is 
eliminated. If you lease, the company you lease 
from gets the tax credit.

National Renewable Energy Labs (NREL) statistics 
indicate that homes with solar sell faster and for 
4-6% more than non-solar homes. 

Keller Williams locally looked at Marion, Lake, and 
Sumter counties. During the last calendar year 
there were 1,946 homes sold, 15 with solar. The 
average days on market were 55 with no solar, and 
31 days with solar. That is an average 45% decrease 
in days on market for solar.

Susan summarized the benefits of solar:

•	 Control your energy costs

•	 Add value to your home

•	 Make a difference in the world

•	 Leverage credits, rebates, & incentives – one 
incentive in FL – increases value but doesn’t 
increase taxes

•	 Improved structural integrity, even in 
hurricanes. It can protect the roof in storms and 
from daily wear and tear

The Powur website says it warranties the panels 
for 25 years and 12-30 years on the inverter. Other 
warranties are listed. Susan advised making sure 
you get good warranties for the various parts you 
have to purchase.

How is the warranty on the roof affected if 
damaged and what do you do when you have 
the roof replaced?

The warranty on the roof is not going to be 
affected. The panels will not do anything negative 
to the shingles on the roof. The solar company will 
usually warranty the penetration points.

When you have the roof replaced the solar 
panel company, preferably the one that did 
the installation, will charge to have the panels 
removed. Once the roof is done, the solar panel 
company will come back and reinstall it. It is 
preferable that you do not install solar on an old 
roof. 

How is insurance cost affected?

You should check with your insurance company 
on what additional cost there will be if you put 
solar on the roof. Usually, because it adds value, 
there will be an additional cost associated with 
the increased value, not because of any additional 
risk.

How will electric vehicles affect what you are 
paying?

There is a customer who has just gotten an EV 
charger for electric car, and they are watching her 
bills now. You can always add panels, and that may 
be true for any high usage item you may add to the 
home.

How are panels cleaned?

They don’t need any maintenance, believe it or 
not. There are companies that will come do a solar 
soft wash if you have a year without much rainfall 
to keep them clean.

How long does it take to see an impact on your 
bill?

Right away if they have done it correctly.

When dealing with energy companies, do 
they require insurance to protect them? How 
expensive are batteries?

She doesn’t recommend batteries unless you have 
a lot of power outages. You have to get a separate 
battery for each appliance, air conditioning, light 
bulbs, etc. It can get very expensive. It stores all of 
the energy you have created during the day.

If you are worried about power outages, she 
recommends getting a whole house generator. It 
depends on your situation and your dependence 
on electricity.

If you have a really large system, over 11 kw, 
you need to get a Tier 2 insurance policy for the 
electric company.

If power is lost in your area, do you have to 
shut down your system?

If power is lost in your area, you will lose power 
because you have to be tied to the grid in Florida.

Why can’t you get solar in Leesburg?

Leesburg Electric cannot make a solar system 
work.

They have a net metering policy but is not great 
for the solar homeowner. You will only get 3 
cents for your kilowatt production and charged 
outrageously for your night usage.

How long does it take to get ARC approval 
here?

After Susan filled out all the forms for her 
own home, she was told she didn’t need any 
permission from the Architectural Review 
Committee (ARC). HOAs in Florida cannot prevent 
a homeowner from going solar or tell the solar 
installer where to put the panels.

How much is the Power Care warranty? (the 
warranty from Powur)?

Approximately $2,000, and it is transferrable.

Does it make sense to make a loan at our age 
and will it pay off over time?

It is transferrable, but it depends on how much 
time you think you will benefit.

How much does it cost?

They have to do a complete inspection and look at 
all the individual factors to come up with the cost. 
Susan said they are building a mini power plant 
on your roof, and it is expensive. It is not a lien on 
your house. If you stop paying your bill, they will 
come and get your equipment.

If you would like more information, you may call 
Susan at 757-291-1379. 

Solar continued from page 22
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The new funding structure would have also 

required commercial businesses and other non-

residential property owners to pay based upon 

square footage instead of the current $124 per 

rooftop. Apartments and other multi-family 

units would have paid by the unit instead of by 

the rooftop. The rate structure was presented in 

an in-depth study commissioned by the County 

and reviewed at the July Commissioner budget 

workshop.

VPSD will have to find $14 million and Sumter 

County $12 million to cut from their budgets by 

reducing personnel, services, and programs. 

VPSD will not be able to hire fifty-seven (57) 

additional firefighter/paramedic personnel, 

build new fire stations, and will eliminate 

services such as the fall prevention program 

(smoke detector battery replacement), AED 

neighborhood program, along with others. 

VPSD Fire Chief Brian Twiss said he will reduce 

staff and/or close three fire stations. Sumter 

County Fire Chief Rob Hanson said he will have 

to lay off thirty (30) firefighters and close four 

(4) fire stations. He will also have to eliminate 

the hazardous materials team.

Both chiefs said emergency medical services 

including advanced life support (ALS) will not 

be affected, but response times will suffer. As 

a result, the fire rating score provided to fire 

departments and insurance companies by 

the Insurance Services Office (ISO) will likely 

increase. The score reflects how prepared a 

community and area is for fires. Chief Hanson 

said their current ISO score of 3 could go up 

to as much as 8-10. A lower score is better. The 

score can affect the insurance premium of every 

homeowner. 

The next step is that the public hearing will be 

continued until September 19 at 6 P.M. when 
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Donuts & Coffee will be available at the POA  

General Membership Meetings

The Sumter County Commissioners left the Villages Public Safety Department 

(VPSD) Fire Department and the Sumter County Fire Department scrambling 

when they voted down an increase in the annual Fire Assessment Fee that 

would have fully funded both departments. The vote to deny the increase 

from $124 to $323.64 occurred after a public hearing held on August 22. 

Sumter County 

Commissioners Cave to 

Pressure from Businesses

Vote Down Funding Increase for Fire & Ambulance Services

Cave continued on page 2

Upcoming POA General  

Membership Meetings

September 15, 2023  •  7 pm 

Everglades Recreation Center 

Speaker: Joe Rojas, Union President 

Coleman Federal Prison

September 18, 2023  •  7 pm 

Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Speaker: Joey Hooten 

Sumter County Property Tax Assessor

FIRE, EMS & AMBULA
N

C
E

Don’t miss a meeting!  

POA General Membership Meetings 

are Live Streamed on Facebook! 

AARP Driver Safety now offers a 6 hour 
“Smart Driver”course for seniors; it is 
designed for those 50 and older. 

December 2023 Schedule
Instructor Phone # Day Date Day Date Location
Wink Daniel  352-753-8563 Tuesday 12/12/23 Friday  12/15/23 Laurel Manor
Don Walker 352-430-0610 Monday 12/18/23 Thursday 12/21/23 Savannah
George Rodriguez 352-603-1420 Saturday 12/9/23 Saturday 12/16/23 Paradise

All available courses are listed at AARP.org/findacourse or call (877) 846-3299.
In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days,  
9 AM to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. 
Select your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive 
to complete registration. 

AARP now offers a Free 60–90-minute 
Smart Driver Technology workshop for 
those thinking of either leasing, purchasing 
or just upgrading to a newer vehicle.
Local presenters would be available to attend 
organized social / club meetings to share this 
information. Please contact (352) 430-1833 to 
arrange a presentation for your Club.

Volunteers Needed! Contact Chet Kowalski, Zone 19 Coordinator 352-430-1833 or 352-348-4946

Delivery persons for areas 
South of CR 44 and North of  

CR 466 for the monthly  
POA Bulletin 

Once a month, 12-14 hours.  
Attractive compensation.  

Must have reliable gas golf cart, able to lift 
15 lbs., able to read a map, and be able to 
pick up your bulletins in Oxford. For more 

info, Email your name, village, and phone # 
to poa4you@gmail.com. Put “delivery driver 

position” in the subject line. 

Did you know? 
The Bulletin is available online – 
including archived editions.Go to 
POA4US.org/bulletin or scan the 
QR code at right.

STOP/START DELIVERY – SIMPLE PROCESS! 
Go to POA4US.org. If you are a POA member, sign into your account 
to change your Bulletin Delivery preference. If you are not a member, 

create a Guest Account by selecting POA Bulletin Delivery.
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Donuts & Coffee will be available at the POA  
General Membership Meetings

Upcoming POA General  
Membership Meetings

October 17, 2023 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 
Speaker: Captain Robert Siemer 

Sumter County Sheriff’s Department 
Law Enforcement Update

November 21, 2023 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Topic: Solar Panels

December 19, 2023 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Topic: Cutting the Cord

FIR
E, EMS & AMBULAN

C
E
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Process for Dependent 
Fire District Moves Ahead
At the meeting on September 19, Sumter County Commissioners 
directed the County Administrator to move forward to prepare 
an ordinance that will create a Special Dependent Fire District. 
That district will be governed by a separate Board with tax levying 
authority, much like the North Sumter County Dependent Utility 
District (NSCUDD). (See article on page 21.)

Fred Briggs, past president of the VHA, was 
quoted in the Developer’s Daily Sun (see article 
on page 8) as “finding solutions that would not 
damage businesses…” Nothing was said about  
any burden on homeowners. Mr. Briggs leads  
Mr. Blocker’s list of VHA affiliated “preferred” 
board members.

All five of Mr. Blocker’s candidates submitted 
applications before the Sumter County 
Commissioners meeting and before a process had 
been defined. Fortunately, the Commissioners, 
with Commission Chair Craig Estep absent from 
the meeting due to hospitalization, rejected a 
motion made by Vice Chair Roberta Ulrich and 
initially supported by Don Wiley, to accept the 
puppet Board and opened the process for all 
residents in the proposed territory to apply. 
Both Ms. Ulrich and Mr. Wiley were appointed by 
Governor DeSantis and have shown their support 
for the business community not paying its fair 
share. Commissioner Andrew Bilardello, who the 
POA endorsed in his bid for the Commission Seat 
in 2022, said he did not think they needed to be 
“spoon-fed” a list of candidates by the District. 
“There may be better people out there,” he said. 

Three proposals for appointing candidates to the 
Board were presented. Commissioners decided 
to use the same process already established for 
committees and boards, where applications will 
be received from residents within the fire service 
area regardless of the Commissioner District 
boundaries and considered by the Board as a 
whole to determine the five appointees for the 
dependent fire district. Two members will serve a 
one-year term and will have to run for the position 
in 2024. Three members will serve 3-year terms.

Applications will be accepted through 
October 31. Residents may apply online at 
sumtercountyfl.gov/apply. 

Prior to the Commission meeting, The Villages 
District Manager Kenny Blocker submitted a 
list of his five “preferred” candidates. It came 
as no surprise that at least four of the five 
candidates have direct or indirect ties to the VHA, 
the Developer’s bought-and-paid-for puppets 
who espouse themselves to be advocates for 
homeowners. It was also no surprise that Mr. 
Blocker did not contact POA President Cliff 
Wiener to ask if he had any input on potential 
members for the new board.

Editor’s Note: There were many unanswered questions after Sumter County Property Tax Appraiser 

Joey Hooten’s presentation to the POA in September. POA President Cliff Wiener and Editor Deb 

Butterfield met with Mr. Hooten and his appraisal staff on October 19 for a more in-depth look into 

property tax appraising in Florida. In the October issue of the POA Bulletin, information was published about properties owned 

by members of the Morse family that, while correct, was misleading. After our meeting with 

Mr. Hooten and his staff, and our better understanding of the appraisal process, we think it is 

important to give further explanation. See page 4.
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Property Tax Appraisals – Part 2
Sumter County Property Appraiser, Joey Hooten, told members of the 

POA in September that property appraisals in Florida are strictly governed 

by Florida State statute. What was not as clear are the number of factors 

that can have a huge impact on what a final taxable appraisal is.
The Florida Supreme Court has interpreted the meaning of “just valuation” and the application of the eight statutory factors that the Property 

Appraisers consider in arriving at just value. Case law provides that, “…the just valuation at which property must be assessed under the constitution and 
section 193.011 is synonymous with fair 
market value, …”
Taken together, the case law and statutory provisions require the Appraiser to consider the eight factors 

to determine a just valuation that represents what a willing buyer would 
pay a willing seller. (Source: pcpao.org)

Section 193.011, Florida Statutes, requires the Property 

Appraiser to consider eight factors in arriving at a just 
valuation of a property:
1. The present cash value of the property, which is the 

amount a willing purchaser would pay a willing seller, 
exclusive of reasonable fees and costs of purchase, in  
cash or the immediate equivalent in a transaction at  
arm’s length.

2. The highest and best use to which the property can be 
expected to be put in the immediate future and the 
present use of the property, … 3. The location of said property,4. The quantity or size of said property,5. The cost of said property and the present  

replacement value of any improvements,6. The condition of said property,7. The income from said property, and8. The net proceeds of the sale of the property.

Property Tax continued on page 2
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Upcoming POA General  
Membership Meetings

December 19, 2023 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Speaker: Steve Lapp  
Topic: Cutting the Cord

January 4, 2024 • 7 pm 
Everglades Recreation Center 

Speaker: Chief Brian Twiss 
The Villages Fire Department 
Topic: Update on Special Fire District 

January 16, 2024 • 7 pm 
Laurel Manor Recreation Center 

Speaker: Dr. Craig Curtis 
Topic: Alzheimer’s
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The Year in Review –  
POA 2023 Watch List 
The POA modified its 2023 Watch List and added the current issue 
of funding for the Fire, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), and 
Emergency Transportation Services as the #1 issue. For more than two years the POA 
has said this is the most critical of all issues for residents of The Villages.

However, three of the five Commissioners flipped 
at a public hearing in August, caving to pressure 
primarily from the business community. Only a $1 
increase in the current Fire Assessment Fee was 
passed, and The Villages Fire Department budget 
had to be cut back by $14 million.

Concurrent with passing the Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2023-24 budget, the Sumter County 
Commissioners began steps to authorize a Special 
Dependent Fire District for The Villages. The 
authorizing ordinance to create the District was 
expected to pass at the November 28 County 
Commission meeting.

At the Commission meeting on November 14, 
five members were selected to serve on a newly 
formed Board of Supervisors for the Special 
Dependent Fire District so that when a District 
is enabled by ordinance, the Board could begin 
organizing its work in December. See the article 
on page 6 for full information about the powers 
and responsibilities of this new board.

All of the previous Watch List issues listed below 
are still important and remain on the list behind 
this new public safety issue.

Villages and Sumter 
County Fire, EMS 
& Emergency 
Transportation Services
The POA and most residents 

thought this issue had been settled last year when 
separate Fire & EMS departments were created 
for The Villages and Sumter County, each with 
their own ambulance transportation services. 
The referendum for The Villages Independent Fire 
District failed in November by a slim margin so 
Sumter County continued to provide the funding 
mechanisms for both departments.

Sumter County conducted a study to determine 
a fair and equitable Fire Assessment Fee which 
recommended a raise from $124 to $323.64 per 
rooftop and a square footage assessment for 
commercial and other structures. Multi-family 
buildings would be charged on a per unit basis. 
Every member of the Board of Commissioners 
agreed that the fee schedule as presented was 
the appropriate way to fund the fire departments 
after discussion at the July budget workshops. Watch List continued on page 2
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Stay Connected for the 
latest Announcements 
and to watch Membership 
meetings livestreamed!  
We have 1,603 total page likes 
and 2,018 total page followers!
The POA now livestreams its meetings so 
residents can either attend in person, watch live 
from home or at a time more convenient. You will 
hear all parts of the meeting – announcements, 
open forum Q & A, and the program. You will 
always be connected to your POA! 

Type POA of the Villages FL in the search on 
Facebook and you will find our page. Click LIKE 
and or FOLLOW, and then, suggest our page 
to all of your friends and neighbors that live in 
The Villages! Meetings and relevant information 
will be posted on a timely basis. Please continue 
to send questions or comments via email or 
call the POA at (352) 418-7372. ALL content will 
be monitored by the Administrator and posts 
containing opinion or debate will be removed. 

FreeTickets!

Witness for 
My Father

Jan. 25 at 7 p.m. at
The Venetian Center

Tickets are free and
 include a boxed meal.

https://bit.ly/
SalonSeriesBergren

Free tickets are
required.

Register Today!

Beacon College
Salon Speaker Series 

Barbara Bergren
Author

A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com
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How to Handle SPAM
S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

According to Leo Notenboom in a recent column of 
Confident Computing, there is a right way and a wrong 

way to use the “Report Spam” button, or its equivalent, in your 
email program. It all boils down to knowing what spam really is.

Spam – email you didn’t ask for. 
Spam is email you didn’t ask for. Any email you did ask for is, by definition, not spam (unless you ask 
them to stop, and they don’t). Getting it right is important to make spam filters better, support mailers 
who are doing it right, and help everyone get the email they asked for.

Almost any email you didn’t ask for runs the risk of being classified as spam. And yes, that could range 
from unsolicited sales pitches to email from people you don’t know trying to contact you for some 
legitimate purpose. All run the risk of becoming spam. Spam, after all, is in the eye of the beholder.

Leo typically recommends hitting the “This is Spam” button for the things you recognize instantly as 
spam: pornography, obvious scams, phishing attempts, getting added to mail lists you’ve never heard 
of, and more. It gets dicier when it’s not obvious. You might get an email from a local retail store you’ve 
never done business with. We all have that friend who keeps including you on their forwarded humor or 
worse, political missives.

Not spam: email you asked for.
If you signed up for a newsletter and start receiving that newsletter, that’s not spam. Most email 
newsletters are what’s called a “double opt-in,” meaning you have to agree twice: Once when you fill in 
the form to sign-up and then again when you act on the confirmation email asking if you really want to 
get the newsletter.

Email you receive after asking for it and confirming that you want it is not spam – if you don’t like it, 
unsubscribe.

In a similar vein, if you buy something from a company or otherwise enter into some kind of sales/
business arrangement with them, the email they send is not spam. It’s part of the transaction and 
relationship

Spam: email that keeps coming after you say no.
In all these examples of “not spam” – emails that you asked for – there should be a way to unsubscribe. 
If you do that, and the email continues to come after some reasonable period, then it’s spam. 

Keep this in mind: If you asked for it, you should be able to ask for it to stop. Unsubscribe!

If you never asked for it, you should NEVER try to unsubscribe. That will be a signal to send you 
even more spam. Mark it as spam instead.

Do your best to understand what is and is not spam. Unsolicited email is spam. Requested newsletter 
subscriptions are not.

Need help? Seniors vs. Crime is here  
to assist you. We have 4 offices in  

The Villages and no appointment is necessary.

Sumter Co. Office (352) 689-4600, Ext. 4606  
Monday – Wednesday  •  10 am – 2 pm 

Thursday  •  9 am – 1 pm 
8035 E. CR 466  

(Sheriff’s Annex) corner of Morse Blvd.

Wildwood Office (352) 775-3186 
Tuesday – Thursday  •  10 am - 4 pm 

2722 Brownwood Blvd. 
(Wildwood Police Annex) next to the theater

Marion Co. Office (352) 753-7775 
Tuesday  •  10 am – 2 pm 

8230 SE 165th Mulberry Ln.  
(Marion Co. Sheriff’s Annex)

Fruitland Park Office (352) 674-1882 
Wedneday  •  10 am – 2 pm 

Moyer Rec. Center, 3000 Moyer Loop,  
Fruitland Park Police Substation

Please note that the Wildwood office  
has a new phone number!
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018	 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2023	 Sal Torname 

2022	 Bill Schikora 

2021	 Bryan Lifsey

2020	 John Donahe 
	 Carolyn Reichel 
	 Jerry Vicenti 

2017	 Myron Henry

2016	 Frank E. Carr

2013	 “Class Action Five” 
	 Elaine Dreidame 
	 Bill Garner 
	 Joe Gorman 
	 Rich Lambrecht 
	 Irv Yedwab

2012	 Joe Gorman

2011	 Pete Cacioppo	 
	 Betty Cunningham

2009	 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 
	 Vinnie Palmisano

2008	 Ray and Lori Micucci 
	 Win Shook

2007	 Rose Harvey 
	 Dorothy Hokr

2006	 Charlie Harvey 
	 Carol Kope 
	 Frank Renner

2005	 Sadie Woollard

2004	 Russ Day 
	 Eva Hawkins 
	 William Rich, Jr. 
	 Glen Swindler 
	 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2023 OFFICERS
President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Gilbert (Gil) Windsor 571-8226
Treasurer Ash Marwah 412-400-7923
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors

Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Mike Gross 450-0405
Ken Knodel 330-388-2308
Steve Lapp 630-5323
Dan Myslakowski 248-802-2403
Gary Search
Dan Warren 630-4491

POA STAFF
Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield 219-508-6863
POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

DISCOUNT 
PARTNERS
Another benefit for POA members 
is this Discount Partner program.
Most vendors will ask you for your current 
POA Membership card to receive the offered 
discount. If you have a favorite business who is 
currently not offering a POA Discount, tell them 
about our program. Please say “thanks” to our 
Discount  Partners for their participation. 
The up-to-date list of Discount Partners can 
always be found on our website poa4us.org 
or scan the QR code below. Click ‘Discount 
Partners’ to access the list. 

QR CODE TIP: Using your smartphone 
or tablet, open the built-in camera app. Point 
the camera at the QR code. Tap the banner 
that appears on your phone or tablet. That will 
lead you directly to the linked website.

To advertise, contact:  
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org
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A fighter pilot must react 
instinctively. When coming off the 
deck of a carrier, a fighter pilot 

has two obligations.  The first is to “take 
out” the target.  That’s what never-ending 
training is all about.  The second is to 
avoid collateral damage:  you don’t hurt 
innocent people.  If innocent people are 
in the “line of fire,” you abort the mission 
and come back on a new day.

For medicine in general, but especially 
for a cancer specialist, these two 
obligations remain constant. “Taking out” 
the target becomes the primary goal, 
whether it be an infection, a diseased/ 

malfunctioning organ…or cancer. But the 
second goal, avoiding collateral damage, 
is just as important: for a patient’s health, 
eliminate unacceptable side effects that 
can be avoided.  

Patients should be protected with 
both…every time!

Our medical practice breathes such 
faith. We don’t exist in a “mill” that 
maximizes profit while feeding an 
assembly line. If the treatment you desire 
resembles a family…we are your hope. 
That choice has been…and always will 
be…yours! You shouldn’t have to pay for 
that comfort: it ought to blend inseparably 

as part of your medical experience.
It’s best to receive care from a doctor 

who thinks like a fighter pilot. For cancer 
care, RBOI has proven to be your ultimate 
aircraft carrier. We are the wind beneath 
your wings.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
 CEO, Robert Boissoneault 
Oncology Institute

PATIENT-CENTERED RADIATION ONCOLOGY CLOSE TO HOME
Like us on FacebookThe Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 

Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400

Fighter 
pilots and  
caring 
doctors 
think alike

 RBOI.com


