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2024 ELECTIONS

POA Sumter 
County Candidate 
Endorsements
Editor’s Note: These candidate endorsements were determined by a vote of the POA Board. 
Candidate for Commissioner, District 1, Deb Butterfield, also the Editor of this Bulletin, did not attend 
that meeting nor in any way influenced the vote by the Board. Dan Warren, a POA Board member, 
wrote the following article.

Sumter County Commissioner 
District 1 — The POA endorses 
Debora “Deb” Butterfield. Deb 
has attended hundreds of Sumter 
County, City and Villages District 
meetings of all types. This 
places her in the best position 
to effectively represent the 
citizens and businesses of the 
County. Deb also supports the 
philosophy that growth should 
pay for growth through equitable 
user and impact fees on new 
development. By contrast her 
opponent, Mary Lazich, has only 
attended a hand full of meetings, 
chose not to attend the POA 
candidate’s forum, and has failed 
to state a specific position on any 
meaningful County issue. She 
can be characterized as a ‘Career 
Politician.” Deb’s opponent has 
accepted over $80,000 from 
the Villages Developer and his 
business partners.

Sumter County Commissioner District 3 — The POA endorses 
Craig Estep. Craig has an extensive track record as County Board 
Chairman the last 3 years by spearheading a lower tax rate each of 
those years. He has deep knowledge about every aspect of Sumter 
County government. He believes the County should not take any 
more funds from businesses and citizens than is necessary to 
maintain the high quality of life citizens require. Craig supports the 
philosophy that growth should pay for growth through equitable 
user and impact fees on new development. By contrast, his opponent 
Todd Coon, chose not to attend the POA candidate’s forum to 
express his qualifications. He has failed to state a specific position 
on any meaningful County issue and has no experience in County 
government. Craig’s opponent has accepted over $80,000 from the 
Villages Developer and his business partners.

Sumter County Commissioner District 5 — The POA endorses 
Oren Miller. Oren has past experience on the County Board. He 
believes impact fees should be used to help fund growth as long as 
they are fair to citizens and businesses. His opponent, Don Wiley, 
opposes fire impact fees for the Villages Public Safety Department. 
Oren’s opponent has accepted over $80,000 from the Villages 
Developer and his business partners.

DATE 
CHANGE
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Mission Statement 
The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. (POA) 
is the original property owners’ group in 
The Villages. Established in 1975, the POA 
operates with complete independence from 
the Developer of The Villages. Membership is 
open to all property owners and residents of 
The Villages. The POA is committed to acting as 
a watchdog to ensure that the Developer and 
local government are responsive to the needs, 
interests, and rights of residents. 

Vision The Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 
(POA) is a champion for the rights of residents 
of The Villages. Guided by member input, 
investigation and determination, the POA brings 
attention to and acts on issues that may impact 
property values and quality of life.

Goals The POA provides 1) a forum for 
discussion of issues; 2) research and analysis; 
3) programs of interest; and, 4) is a conduit for 
objective and accurate information. Specific 
attention is given to resolving housing, 
community and local government issues.

Values 
	 Independence		  Honesty	  Fairness 
	 Objectivity		  Respect

The POA Declaration of 
Independence 
The POA is free of any outside influence. This 
is the only way we can assure our members of 
absolute autonomy to act on their behalf. From 
the very beginning in 1975, we recognized this 
need for independence, and we’ve cherished and 
nurtured it ever since.

The POA Bulletin is published monthly by the Property 
Owners’ Association of The Villages, Inc. Articles represent 
the opinion of the POA or the writer, and Letters to the POA 
postings represent the opinions of the writers. Care is taken 
to ensure that facts reported herein are true and accurate to 
the best knowledge of the POA and are taken from reliable 
sources. The POA assumes no liability for any information 
published, opinions expressed, or delivery to any person 
or location. The POA does not endorse or recommend the 
products or services of any advertiser or discount partner. All 
publication rights are reserved. Publication or reprinting of 
any material contained herein is by written permission only. 
The POA reserves the right to remove and/or discontinue 
any advertisement or advertiser from its POA Bulletin at any 
time at its sole discretion.

Endorsements  continued from page 1

Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller — The POA endorses Erin Munz. Erin is clearly the most 
qualified and experienced. She has worked for decades in every aspect of the clerk and comptroller’s office 
in  her service to the citizens of Sumter County. In a complicated position that provides many services for 
citizens, hands on experience is crucial. Although her opponent, Dan Myslakowski, has general limited 
experience in a few areas, he is lacking in the County-specific experience required to hit the ground 
running like Erin will.

District Superintendent of Schools — The POA endorses Logan Brown. Logan represents a stronger 
background on the business side of education. Although his opponent may have more experience as 
an educator, we feel at this time the stronger business experience is what is required. Existing staff are 
certainly capable of enhancing Logan’s educational and curriculum experience. Logan also represents a 
fresh approach and new thinking.

State Committeeman — The POA endorses Bob Greene. Bob is a conservative Republican who has 
extensive public policy and committee experience at the state level. He is committed to transparency and 
accountability.

State Committeewoman — The POA endorses Dianne Olsen. Diane is committed to sharing 
information from the state and national GOP and to strengthening the grassroots and Republican Party 
relationships. She promises transparency and unity in the Sumter County Republican Party.

Please view the video of the POA Candidates Night held on July 18 at poa4us.org.

Early voting begins August 10. You may vote at any open precinct location.

Election Day is August 20. You may only vote at the precinct where you are a registered voter. To find 
your precinct go to SumterElections.org. Right next to Supervisor Keene’s photo you can log on to your 
sample ballot and see your voting location.  

15% OFF
up to $100

Not redeemable for cash. Not to be combined  
with any other offer / coupon. Exp. 8/31/24.

T e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever NeedT e ONLY Dealer You’ll Ever Need
GEORGE NAHAS GEORGE NAHAS CHEVROLETCHEVROLET

4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 4135 E. SR 44 • Wildwood, Florida 
 352-748-1122 352-748-1122

www.georgenahaschevrolet.comwww.georgenahaschevrolet.com
SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm SALES HOURS: Mon-Fri 9am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm 

 SERVICE HOURS:  SERVICE HOURS: Mon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pmMon-Fri 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-1pm
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FreeTickets!

“A Very Mysterious
Business: 

George Washington and
the Rumored Rebellion

that Threatened the
Revolution”

Aug. 28 at 7 p.m. at
The Venetian Center

Tickets are free and
 include a meal.

https://bit.ly/
SalonSeriesHead

Beacon College
Salon Speaker Series 

Historian Dr. David Head

352.217.7556
www.exceptionsblinds.com

• Luminette
• Silhouette
• Vertiglide
• Faux Wood

• Verticals
• Woven Wood
• Roller Shades
• Cellular Shades

Blinds & Shutters

Coupon Required

BLIND REPAIR

$4999
In-Home Service

Fast & Friendly

Expires 12/31/24

PRICE IS FIRST BLIND REPAIRED;
ADDITIONAL REPAIRS DURING SAME 
VISIT $5 AND UP/SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY. NOT ALL BLINDS CAN BE 
REPAIRED. CONTACT STORE FOR DETAILS.
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VERY LIMITED SEATING IN AN EFFORT TO COMPLY WITH SOCIAL DISTANCING MEASURES.

Are Your Estate Planning 
Documents in Order?
Join Attorney Kathryn Linn for a Free Legal Seminar

Call 352-633-1263 For Dates
Linn Building, 561 Fieldcrest Drive, The Villages, FL, 32162
Just off 466 in Southern Trace Office Center – Golf Cart Accessible

Attorney Kathryn Linn will discuss: Estate Planning 
• Whether your out-of-state documents are valid in Florida.
• The Probate process and how to potentially avoid it.
• How to provide for a special needs/handicapped beneficiary.
• How to potentially minimize or eliminate estate taxes.

We sell lights for 
Kichler ceiling fans! 

352-326-9018 www.dansfancity.com

Ask us about our
WiFi enabled fans.

Leesburg 1712 N. Citrus Blvd (Hwy 27/441)

DAN’S FAN CITY
Home of the Palm Fans!!

$40

50%
Up To OPEN BOX

CEILING DISPLAYS
See Store For DetailsOFF

ON ALL CEILING FANS
DAN’S FAN CITY LIC#EC13004528

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS

INSTALLATION

San Gabriel Boot 
and Shoe Repair

8538 E Gulf to Lake Hwy
Inverness, FL 34450

Repair: New Soles, Heel Caps, Purses, 
Luggage, Puppy Damage, Zippers

352-341-1444

Sale Gently Used Boots: Western, Work,
Snake Proof, New Work Boots, Leather Belts

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 9am-3pm
Serving America’s Horse Country

Join forces with the only residential property owners’ advocacy group  
that is looking out for the residents. Join the POA today! Sign up online  

by scanning the QR code at right, or go to POA4us.org/join-poa.  
Only $15/year per household.
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Financial Solutions For 
Aging In Place
Servicing Communities 55 & Over
Does your �nancial plan include this 
potentially valuable asset?

Your home can be an important part 
of your retirement strategy!

Daniel Mudd
Reverse Mortgage Specialist | NMLS 224034
Mobile: (630) 235-7700
Dmudd@onetrusthomeloans.com

Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection and Innovation under California Residential Mortgage Lending Act, Branch License # 4131248 CalCon Mutual Mortgage LLC, dba OneTrust Home Loans is an Equal 
Housing Lender NMLS #46375; 3838 Camino del Rio N Suite 305, San Diego, CA 92108. Corporate phone (888) 488-3807. For more licensing information visit: https://onetrusthomeloans.com/licensing-information/. 
All products are not available in all states. All options are not available on all programs. All programs are subject to borrower and property quali�cations. Rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without 
notice. This is an Advertisement. For more information on Reverse Mortgages, visit: https://OneTrustHomeLoans.com/reverse-mortgage-disclosures/

To advertise, contact:  
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

REACH 70,000+

PAID FOR BY DEB BUTTERFIELD, REPUBLICAN, 
FOR SUMTER COUNTY COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 1

Elect Deb 
Butterfield
FOR SUMTER COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 1

Lifelong Republican
F.I.T. for Office! 
FAIRNESS. INTEGRITY. TRUTH.
ElectDebButterfield.com 

Early voting begins August 10.  
You may vote at any open precinct location.
Election Day is August 20. You may only vote at the 
precinct where you are a registered voter. To find 
your precinct go to SumterElections.org. Right next 
to Supervisor Keene’s photo you can log on to your 
sample ballot and see your voting location.
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Sumter County Commissioners to Reduce Millage Rate Again
While wrestling with the difficult issue of funding the now separate Sumter County Fire & EMS Department, the 
Sumter County Commissioners gave direction to Administrator Bradley Arnold to proceed with the General Fund 
budget based on a millage rate of 4.8900 which is less than the 4.8935 rolled-back rate. Mr. Arnold presented the 
budget overview at the July 16 POA General Membership Meeting, the fifth year in a row he has done so.

Mr. Arnold began by discussing the funding for the 
Sumter County Fire & EMS Department and the 
new Villages Public Safety Department Dependent 
District (VPSDDD), often a source of confusion as 
the new funding mechanisms are rolled out.

A study conducted by the Benesch Consulting Firm 
was used to determine the appropriate Municipal 
Services Benefit Unit (MSBU) for Sumter County 
Fire. The study used a methodology that combined 
benefits received from the availability of the Fire 
Department with use of its resources, including 
equipment and personnel, for non-ALS (Advanced 
Life Support) incidents to determine the relative 
special benefit received and allocate costs to each 

assessable property. The portion of the Fire/EMS 
budget associated with ALS services is excluded 
from the calculation of the MSBU Fire Assessment 
rates developed in this report. 

The proposed (and passed at the July 23 
Commission meeting) FY 24/25 Sumter County 
Fire & EMS budget MSBU residential rate is $355.58 
per year for Sumter County residents outside of 
The Villages and the MSTU (Tax Unit) Millage Rate is 
0.29. The MSTU rate is the additional rate necessary 
to fund the Advanced Life Support (ALS) services 
not covered by transport revenues. Businesses 
will be charged based on their category and square 
footage. Millage Rate continued on page 7

t is all about experience and 
sophistication. You wouldn’t do 
well on a commercial aircraft flying 
to Europe with a pilot whose total 

training was less than two weeks: but 
“reimbursed” the same paycheck. The 
same analogy applies to the use of 
radiation. 
The Robert Boissoneault Oncology 
Institute’s therapeutic radiation 
oncologists have each completed 
four or more years of cancer 
specialty training, not to mention 
decades of practical experience and 

academic positions…using the most 
sophisticated equipment with precise 
accuracy while limiting exposure 
to normal and uninvolved tissue. 
Electron energy becomes critical for 
treating most skin cancers: demand 
and accept only this technology! 
We can explain why.
The plan…choose a respected 
dermatologist who constantly relies 
on our practice to administer radiation 
when needed, forming a team for you. 
We are the only accredited American 
College of Radiology Comprehensive 

Cancer Center in The Villages. You 
deserve this accreditation.
Before you accept radiation treatment, 
come chat with us. Compare quality 
aircraft and pilots. We want you to soar 
in your flight of life.

Norman H. Anderson, MD
 CEO, Robert Boissoneault 
Oncology Institute

PATIENT-CENTERED RADIATION ONCOLOGY CLOSE TO HOME Like us on  
Facebook

The Villages 352.259.2200 / Ocala 352.732.0277 / Lecanto 352.527.0106 
Inverness 352.726.3400 / Timber Ridge 352.861.2400

Why is it best for a radiation oncology 
physician to administer my…radiation?
Similarly, why would a dermatologist be best 
to perform my…delicate skin surgery?

 RBOI.com

Mr. Arnold provided the following tables to 
show the comparison from the current $125 Fire 
Assessment Fee and the new funding for the 
VPSDDD and the Sumter County Fire Department, 
respectively. As the tables show, based on a 
$150,000 taxable value, Villages residents will pay 
an additional $154.79 and Sumter County residents 
will pay an additional $229.08. These amounts will 
change based on an individual’s taxable value. The 
combined millage rate with the MSTU and property 
tax is 5.18 for Sumter County and 4.9207 for The 
Villages residents.
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PROVEN CONSERVATIVE 

CIALIS 5mg Gen. 90 tabs $100.53 including shipping
VIAGRA 100mg Gen. $2.75 per tab minimum 30 tabs
ELIQUIS 5mg Gen. 168 tabs for $156.02
XARELTO 20mg Gen. 90 tabs for $181.64
JANUVIA 100mg Brand 84 tabs for $172.37
MYRBETRIQ 25 mg Gen. 100 tabs for $203.57

of Sumter County

CALL 352-569-1484 
FAX    352-569-1485
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512 N. Main Street, Bushnell, FL*Prices subject to change

Baker’s Golf Carts
Nothing Over $3,000
Will Pick Up When You Call 

or Arrange a Convenient Time

Pay Cash
(352) 303-5100

Example 2024 County Portion of the 
Tax Bill – $150,000 Taxable Value

Millage Rate continued from page 6 The next chart shows the continued General Fund 
expenditures for both Fire & EMS departments 
FY 24/25. The Villages District Manager, Kenny 
Blocker, made the statement in several meetings 
of the VPSDDD and gave examples of a 1.31 
reduction in the VPSDDD millage rate that was 
outside of the funding for the VPSDDD area. 
However, the chart shows these continuing 
expenses, with $12 million in funding for services 
in The Villages contained within the Sumter 
County General Fund, representing a significant 
portion of the 1.31 to which Mr. Blocker referred.

Continued General Fund 
Expenditures for Both Fire & EMS 

Departments FY 24/25

A Welcoming, Inclusive Reform Jewish Temple Serving  
Residents of the Villages Community and Surrounding Area

Join Us for Services and Events!Join Us for Services and Events!                                                                   
Weekly Friday Night Services
Holiday Observances
Spiritual Study and Activities
Sisterhood & Brotherhood
Community Outreach
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Lessons

www.tscfl.org ~ communications@tscfl.org ~ 352-748-1800

Rabbi Zev Sonnenstein,  
Spiritual Leader 
Located Adjacent to The Villages, 
Golf Cart Accessible

TEMPLE SHALOM OF CENTRAL FLORIDA

Millage Rate continued on page 9
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w w w . k e y f o o d d e a l s . c o m
 701 East FL-50

Clermont, FL 34711
(352) 432-5577

18986 U.S. Hwy. 441 
Mount Dora, FL 32757 

(352) 639-2600

1929 Southwest College Rd. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(352) 789-6240

Sale Dates Valid From  8/09/24 to 8/15/24

519 S. Orange Blossom Trail
Apopka, FL 32703

(407) 886-5334

Limits may apply

 

Our Delicious  
Chicken Sandwich

  $799 Ea.

Ground Chicken 
98% Lean 

$249 Lb.

Panamei Swai Fillet 
16 Oz.

$499 Pkg.

Fresh  
Papaya

$129 Lb.

Lunch & Dinner Plates 
Variety to Choose

From $899 To $1699 Ea.

Delivery? 
Order Online 

Now

 Organically Grown  
Romaine Hearts 3 Ct. Pack.

$399 Ea.

Beef Bottom  
Round Roast 
$599 Lb.

Bone-In Pork Chops 
Combination Pack 

$249 Lb.

Goya Medium Grain 
Rice 20 Lbs. 
$999 Ea.

Variety, Freshness, & 
Savings In Every Aisle

Visit 
www.keyfooddeals.com  

to sign up for our  
Key Food weekly  

specials.

Yellow  
Yams

$369 Lb.

Fresh  
Culantro 

$0.79 Ea.

Nature's Own Honey 
Wheat Bread 20 Oz. 

Buy 1 Get  
1 Free

Large  
Tomatoes

$149 Lb.

Fresh Codfish Salad 
(Bacalao) 

$599 Lb.

Kraft BBQ Sauce 
17.5 Oz.-18 Oz. 
Limit 9 Offers
$119 Ea.

Breyers Ice Cream 
Assorted Varieties 48 Oz. 

Limit 9 Offers
$399

SUPERMARKET

Minute Maid Drinks 
Select Varieties 59 Oz.

2/$4

Whole Pork  
Spareribs Family Pack

$249 Lb.
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CRAIG ESTEP
FOR 

SUMTER COUNTY COMMISSIONER
My Loyalty is to YOU, the Citizens 

“Paid for by Craig Estep, Republican, for Sumter County Commissioner District 3.”

Millage Rate continued from page 7

Another area of interest for Villages residents is the road plan for the next five years:

FY24/25 FY25/26 FY26/27 FY27/28 FY28/29

The Villages® Companies Regional Road 
Reimbursement  12,620,330  18,503,920  8,604,011  7,910,561  13,553,272 

Villages Resurfacing Project  4,309,036  2,067,286  -    -    200,000 

Marsh Bend Trail, Central Pkwy to Corbin Trail  205,000  -    -    -    -   

Bridge Rehabilitation  215,996  -    -    -    -   

C-470 Resurfacing Outlet River to CR-485  3,748,000  -    -    -    -   

LAP C-466 at CR-475 Improvements  4,028,430  -    -    -    -   

Sidewalk Masterplan Phase III  100,000  100,000  100,000  -    -   

CR-656 Reconstruction to US301  -    -    -    -    2,987,840 

Rehabilitation of Morse Blvd Bridges  -    -    1,245,100  -    -   

C-48 East of CH-LAP  954,521  4,065,000  -    -    -   

CR-747 Improvements  500,000  500,000  -    -    4,000,000 

C-466 Resurfacing Phase I  4,166,943  -    -    -    -   

C-44A and CR-213 Sidewalk  1,153,000  -    -    -    -   

Capital Road Resurfacing  1,500,000  1,500,000  1,000,000  1,000,000  1,000,000 

US301 and C-466 Intersection Improvements  200,000  250,000  1,000,000  -    -   

C-466A Corridor Improvements  85,000  1,050,000  -    -    -   

US301 at CR-472 Traffic Signal Project  425,000  -    -    -    -   

Signalization at US301 to C-462  2,530,000  2,232,715  -    -    -   

Twisted Oaks Reimbursement C-462  1,500,000  -    -    -    -   

SR 44 and 229 Signalization Improvements  1,242,454  -    -    -    -   

C-466 at C-209 Signal Design  1,410,000  -    -    -    -   

C-470 Safety Improvements CR-527 S to CR-529  4,000,000  -    -    -    -   

(352) 396-7813
www.GroutSmithLMS.com

Still Cleaning Your 
Dirty Grout With This?

There Is 
A Better 

Way!• Tile & Grout Cleaning
• Grout Restoration
• Color Matched Caulking
• Granite Sealing
• Loose & Hollow Tile 

ReBonding
• Shower Repairs 

& Regrouting

Ask About Our 
10 Year Warranty

$99 Granite Cleaning & Sealing 
w/Any Other Service

Call & Schedule 
Your Free 
In-Home 

Demonstration

EXPIRES 8.31.24

SERVICES 
• Residential Painting
• Commercial Painting
• Epoxy Garage Finishes
• Driveway Finishes
• Pressure Washing
• Handyman Services
• Residential Cleaning
• Commercial Cleaning
• Post Construction Cleaning

352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312352-512-1312

Millage Rate continued on page 10
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Call Now: 352-441-2000

Dr. Stephen Miller & Dr. Jeffrey Norton 

Help advance medicine.
Join a Clinical Trial for Alzheimer’s.

No cost to participate and no insurance required.

We’re evaluating new investigational medications for Alzheimer’s
disease. If you have a family history of Alzheimer’s, signs of memory
loss, or a diagnosis of mild cognitive impairment or Alzheimer’s disease,
you may qualify to participate.

By joining a research study, you will:

1025 Lake Sumter Landing
The Villages, FL 32162

Golf Car Accessible

Receive personalized care and detailed 
medical insights at no cost.

Move this important research forward.

Get paid for your time.

Millage Rate continued from page 12

After the presentation Mr. Arnold received 
direction from the Florida Department of Revenue 
that the millage rate should be shown at an 
aggregated rate of 4.9630 to include the impact 
of the two MSTU rates. As such, the rate will be 
advertised as a tax increase because it is above the 
rolled- back rate of 4.8935. The rolled-back rate 
is the millage rate that would generate the same 
revenue as the previous year, regardless of what 
the rate actually is. The Truth in Millage (TRIM) 
notice that residents will receive will have the 
4.89 millage rate with the MSTU and MSBU rates 
listed separately.

The public hearing on the FY 24-25 budget will 
be held September 10 at 6 pm at Everglades 
Recreation Center. Final approval will occur at 

the September 24 meeting, at the same time and 
location. The Road Impact Fee public hearing that 
includes an increase to these fees will be heard 
at the September 17 Commission meeting at the 
same time and location. 

The Sumter County proposed 
budget documents and Sumter 
County Fire Assessment study 
can be found by scanning the 
QR code at left.

The Villages Public Safety 
Department Dependent District 
proposed FY 24-25 budget can 
be found by scanning the QR 
code at right. 

We Stage & Sell 
HOMES

Debra & Marc Davis
(352) 445-4278 

SimpleProbateSolution.com
Probate & Trust Certified Realtors® 

Broker Olympus Executive Realty, Inc.

• Estate Sale – Sell Contents of Home
• Staging & Styling Home is Included
• We Sell Homes & Complete Estates
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224 Magnolia Drive
Lady Lake, FL 32159

(866) 529-8643
www.wateroaksales.com

A Place You Can Afford for the LONG Term
At Water Oak, Order a Home From the $160s...or Move Now From the $205s!

And don’t forget our 
Water Oak Country Club 
Championship Golf Course. 
Our residents play at 
discount rates...and wrap 
up their rounds at the ‘19th 
Hole’—our full-service 
bistro restaurant/bar. They’re 
also close to shopping, 
dining and entertainment 
at the Village Squares 
...and are an hour from 
all of the attractions and 
entertainment in Orlando.

We’re surrounded 
by views of Florida’s 
rolling hill country, 
where we’re creating 
a new collection 
of homes from the 
$160s to $190s 
(there’s an option 
for a 2-car attached 
garage). 

Or if you’re already 
set to go, Water Oak 
has some quick-delivery homes at prices 
from $205,000 to $289,000, with designer 
finishes—where you could be meeting 
the neighbors and enjoying our secluded 
lifestyle right away.

When you visit Water Oak Country 
Club Estates, show your Village ID Card 
to our sales team and you’ll receive a 
gift card to the 19th Hole/Pro Shop, and 
be entered into our Villager’s Monthly 
wine basket raffle. And bring along your 
labradoodle! We have a dog park close to 
the newest homes! 

Sound too good to be true? Water 
Oak Country Club Estates is an 
age-55+ resort-style community 

in Lady Lake, ten minutes east of The 
Villages, with a quieter setting and more 
lifestyle features than many of those 
expensive neighborhoods have—at prices 
that let you settle in comfortably for the 

long term! 
Come see 

our newest 
manufactured 
home models 
by two trend-
setting builders. 
They all show 
bright, wide-
open spaces 
to match any 
stick-built home 
you’ve toured. 
And they start 
from as low as 
the $160s. 

A factory-built 
home not only 

boosts your buying power, but gives you 
better energy efficiency, too. And at Water 
Oak, you’re living in a land-leased com-
munity where you own your home and 
lease your lot—meaning you’ll never get 
a tax assessment or pay for those pricey 
bonds that nearby residents face. 

Meanwhile, you’ll enjoy front-yard 
landscape maintenance in a friendly, 
secure neighborhood behind a 24/7 
manned gate—offering 2 clubhouses 
with gorgeous pools, tennis and pickle 
ball courts, and a full range of fitness/
sports venues. — Michelle Harmon, Community Manager
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Highlights continued on page 13

In Case You Missed It…Highlights from July Meetings
Golf Operations Announces Three New Courses;  
Maintenance Showing Improvements
After months of criticism, it appears that The Villages Golf Operations and Maintenance departments 
are getting back on track. At the July meetings of the Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) and Project 
Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC), three new course openings were announced along with major 
improvements to current courses.

The three courses, shown below, are the Laurel Oak 9-hole course that will open in October; the Live 
Oak Pitch & Putt 18 hole course that will also open in October, and the Belle Aire Executive 9-hole 
course that will open in November.

The USGA agronomic guidelines that have been implemented are resulting in improvements to 
course conditions. In addition, the golf maintenance department is using new software to further 
accountability and oversight and is adjusting inventory management practices. New staffing models are 
being used to provide adequate staffing on the courses.

Four courses are currently undergoing complete renovations. The Amenity Authority Committee 
approved funding for Chula Vista and Amberwood courses, which are projected to be open by the end of 
the year. The Project Wide Advisory Committee (PWAC) approved funding to renovate the Pimlico and 
Pelican courses, which should be open in the Spring of 2025.

There is a new Executive Golf Course Conditions tab on the Quick Links menu on the Executive Golf 
portion of the District website. The POA recommends putting the link on the home page Quick Links 
menu as well.

AAC Agrees to Fencing  
along Griffin Road
Many residents attended the July meeting of the 
Amenity Authority Committee (AAC) seeking 
favorable approval for a fence along Griffin 
Road in Silver Lake. New apartments and other 
commercial buildings are under construction and 
residents have expressed concerns about safety 
and views in what was once a more rural setting.

The cost for white vinyl fencing was presented; 
however, after lengthy discussion, the AAC 
asked for other options that might better suit 
the aesthetics of the area, such as a block or 
stucco wall. District Property Management will 
come back with these options at the August AAC 
meeting.

CDD 6 Also Hears Fencing Request
Community Development District (CDD) 6 Board 
of Supervisors has also heard a request for fencing 
for a home that backs up to Cherry Hill Road, 
where the massive Hammock Oaks development 
is going in across the road. A stockade fence 
was put in more than a decade ago, and after a 
complaint was lodged last year by a resident of 
Polo Ridge, the fence was found to be a violation 
of the deed restrictions.

The CDD 6 board members were sympathetic to 
the homeowners’ concerns about replacing the 
fence and offered them two options. At their own 
expense they can either put up a 6-foot white 
vinyl fence or the traditional four board fence, 
neither of which seemed to be acceptable to the 
homeowners.

The Board granted another 3-month extension 
to the homeowner to bring the violation into 
compliance. 
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Pbreeden4sheriff@gmail.com

30+ Years of Sumter County Sheriff’s Office Experience
Lifelong Sumter County Resident

Sumter County Sheriff Budgetary Experience

Florida Sheriff’s Institute Commander Academy Graduate

PATRICK BREEDEN 
Elect

Proven experience and leadership for Sumter County
Committed to leading the Sumter County Sheriff’s Office with the resolute vision of
providing safety and service with honor and integrity to our citizens of Sumter County.

www.patrickpatbreeden.com

Sumter County 
SHERIFF

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR AND APPROVED BY PATRICK “PAT” BREEDEN, REPUBLICAN FOR SHERIFF

Bachelor of Arts, Criminal Justice Administration Endorsed by 
Sheriff Bill Farmer

for

Understands the Citizens of Sumter County’s Safety Needs

Community Watch Presents 
Efficiency Plan
AAC members have expressed concerns for the 
last two years about significant budget increases 
to the Community Watch department and have 
encouraged Chief Nehemiah Wolf to come 
up with cost-savings measures. What at first 
appeared to be savings that could make an impact, 
turned out to be a disappointment to committee 
members when they learned the projected 
$944,000 over five years, would be distributed 
among the area north of CR 466 (AAC area), 
between CR 466 and CR 44 (PWAC area), and 
south of CR 44 (Developer area). This amounted 
to an approximate $28,000 per year savings in the 
AAC budget.

There are currently twelve staffed gates north 
of CR 466, with seven staffed 24 hours and the 
others between 14-17 hours. Chief Wolf proposed 
going to an 18-hour staffing model to achieve the 
savings.

The total annual Community Watch budget for 
FY 24/25 is $3,773,853 for AAC (+17.5%) and 
$5,875,792 (+6.7%) for PWAC, for a total of 
$9,649,645. Neither the areas north of CR 466 
or from CR 466 to CR 44 have had substantial 
growth, so board and committee members are 
asking “What are the residents getting for these 
substantial increases?” Stay tuned for updates.

NMLS 2302495

Dan Kapellen
Certified Reverse Mortgage 

Specialist in The Villages

FREE 
LUNCH 

RSVP 352-462-0636  
or for more details.
RMExplained.com

Update on Reverse Mortgages
Your Questions Answered

Tues, Aug 13 & Tues, Sept 10, 12:30 p.m.
at The Standard Coffee Shop in Spanish Plaines Plaza

1552 Bella Cruz Dr, The Villages 32159

Wed., Aug 21 & Wed, Sept 18, 12:30 p.m.
at Bob Evans, Colony Plaza

360 Colony Blvd, The Villages 32162

Highlights continued on page 15
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Don’t Just Add Years to Your Life. 
Add Life to Your Years.

Schedule your appointment 
and start living your best life

(352) 329-30753429 Warm Springs Ave, The Villages, FL 32163

www.getvipcare.com

Embrace a healthier, fuller life with VIPcare. 
Primary care for 65+.

Highlights continued from page 13

Lightning continued on page 19

SECO Tries to Justify Astronomical 
Pole Rental Increases
Last month, CDD supervisors were boiling over 
the astronomical increase in pole rental fees, 
more than 600% for some CDDs. According 
to the SECO website, “Area light services are 
provided through service agreements with the 
“governing bodies” of various communities, 
such as homeowners’ associations, community 
development districts, and municipalities; the 
fees charged for light service can be found in SECO 
Energy’s Rate Tariff. These products (the fixture, 
the pole, and any necessary transformers) are 
maintained and serviced by SECO.  Maintenance 
and service-related activities include repairing, 
replacing, and storing necessary supplies to 
provide high quality area lighting service. 

Over the past few years, costs for area lighting 
have increased. Accordingly, the fees for 

maintenance and equipment of the fixtures 
increased in May, and due to the potential impact 
of the increases needed to recover SECO’s cost for 
the poles and other equipment, SECO  proposed 
delaying implementing the necessary increase 
for these services until October 2024. Upon 
further discussions with representatives from the 
governing bodies of the impacted communities, 
SECO devised and is implementing a two-year 
phase-in of the necessary increase. One half of 
the necessary increase will be implemented on 
October 1, 2024, and the remaining half will be 
implemented on October 1, 2025.”

The issue for CDDs is that there was no advanced 
warning and it appears that SECO did a poor job 
of planning for and communicating to members 
these increases, knowing that “over the past few 
years, costs for area lighting have increased.”

The other issue for CDDs is that there is absolutely 
nothing they can do about it except pay the 
increases. SECO offered a 2-year phase in and 

CDDs will use reserves to pay this year’s increase. 
But in future years, those costs will have to be 
passed on to residents. According to the SECO 
website, that could amount to a $5/month 
increase or $60/year.

The only thing residents and CDD supervisors can 
do is pay close attention when board members are 
elected. SECO is a member-owned, not-for-profit 
utility. This means that customers are all SECO 
Energy members. And that means we all get a 
vote. 

Very Resonable Rates                  Excellent References

Critter Sitter
Villages Resident 

352-750-2420

Pam Powell
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SULLIVAN
CADILLAC
At Sullivan Cadillac, we invite you to step 
behind the wheel and arrange a test drive 
for a truly remarkable experience. Sullivan 
Cadillac has been servicing The Villages® 
Community, Ocala and Gainesville area 
for over 40 years. Enjoy a comfortable, 
innovative and exceptional experience at 
Sullivan Cadillac in Ocala.

SullivanCadillac.com

(352) 702-9372

SALES
Mon-Fri 8:30am-8pm
Sat 8:30am-7pm
Sun 12pm-5pm

SERVICE
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
Sat 8am-5pm

©2023 General Motors. All Rights Reserved. Cadillac®

LOCATION
4040 SW College Rd.
Ocala, FL 34474

FOR

2 0 2 4  C A D I L L A C  X T 5  A N D  X T 6

3 .9% APR 1

48 MONTHS

PLUS $1,500
PURCHASE ALLOWANCE 2 WHEN YOU FINANCE 
THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL

FOR WELL-QUALIFIED
BUYERS

1.  Monthly payment is $22.53 for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is 20.7%. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease 
and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 11/15/23.     2. MUST FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL. Some customers may not qualify. Not 
available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 11/15/23.      ©2023 General Motors. Cadillac Financial and the Cadillac logo are trade-
marks and/or service marks of General Motors LLC, used with permission. Cadillac Financial is a division of GM Financial.

1. Monthly payment is $29.04 for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is 18%. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other 
offers. Take new retail delivery by 01/02/24. 2. MUST FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other 
offers. Take new retail delivery by 01/02/24. ©2023 General Motors. Cadillac Financial and the Cadillac logo are trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors LLC, used 
with permission. Cadillac Financial is a division of GM Financial.

2024 CADILLAC XT5 
AND XT6

FOR FOR WELL- QUALIFIED 
BUYERS

2.9% APR1

36 MONTHS

PLUS

PURCHASE ALLOWANCE 2 WHEN YOU FINANCE 
THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL

$2,000

FOR

M O S T  2 0 2 4  C A D I L L A C  M O D E L S

2 .9% APR 1

36 MONTHS

PLUS$1,000
PURCHASE ALLOWANCE 2FOR WELL-QUALIFIED

BUYERS

1. Excludes 2024 Escalade and CT5-V Blackwing. Monthly payment is $29.04 for every $1,000 financed. Average example down payment is 19.4%. Some 
customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new retail delivery by 9/3/24.     2. MUST FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC 
FINANCIAL. Excludes 2024 Escalade and CT5-V Blackwing. Some customers may not qualify. Not available with lease and some other offers. Take new 
retail delivery by 9/3/24.     © 2024 General Motors. Cadillac Financial and the Cadillac logo are trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors LLC, used 
with permission. Cadillac Financial is a division of GM Financial. All rights reserved. Cadillac® CT4® CT5® XT4® XT5® XT6® LYRIQ®

WHEN YOU FINANCE THROUGH CADILLAC FINANCIAL

SUMMER
SALES EVENT

SHINE Offers 
Medicare Help
SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs 
of Elders) volunteers are available to assist 
clients with Medicare related questions 
including Medicaid, Medicare, and Medigap 
plans, financial assistance, and scams. The 
service is free and unbiased, and reservations 
are not taken.
Counselors are scheduled at the following 
locations to assist area residents for one-on-
one counseling on the indicated days.
Eisenhower Recreation Center,  
9 am – 11:30 am, 1st & 3rd Wednesdays.
Chula Vista Recreation Center,  
3 pm – 5:30 pm, 1st & 3rd Fridays.
Lake Miona Recreation Center,  
9 am – 11:30 am,  2nd & 4th Tuesdays.
Lady Lake Library, 2:00 pm – 3:30 pm 
 2nd & 4th Wednesdays.

Also, “Understanding Medicare,” a group 
presentation geared toward those turning 
65, will be made at 1:00 on the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month at the Aviary 
Recreation Center.

For more information, go to FloridaShine.org 
or call (800) 963-5337. 

BLUE LAKE  
INSURANCE AGENCY
352-260-0418 
www.brightwaybluelake.comStephanie  

Richardson

Why should
you combine
insurance
policies with
Brightway?

✓ Save money
✓ Save time
✓ Convienence
✓ Have Confidence
✓ Peace of Mind
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$40 SYSTEM CHECK Offer expires 10/31/22.   
Call for details.  
Must present coupon.$55 Offer expires 8/31/24.   

Call for details.  
Must present coupon.

Serving Marion & Surrounding Counties since 1982! 
www.JerryMartinIrrigation.com

Marion C-7085 
Sumter C-2899 

Lake C-21151
Licensed & Insured 
Certified Backflow Tester

SYSTEM CHECK

To advertise, contact:  
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

REACH 70,000+

EXPAND CAREER & TECHNICAL
EDUCATION  (CTE)

LOWER TAXES THROUGH
INNOVATION AND EFFICIENCY

FIGHT SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
AGENDAS IN OUR SCHOOLS

PAID FOR BY LOGAN BROWN, REPUBLICAN, FOR SUMTER COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
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Lightning Update
On July 8, 2024, most of The Villages experienced one of the most 
intensive thunderstorms featuring non-stop cloud-to-ground lightning 
for an extended period of time. Miraculously, no homes were struck 
causing physical damage. This could be considered a near miss. 
But two homes in St. Charles and Sunset Pointe were not as lucky in 
another storm on July 20, each sustaining fire damage. Earlier this 
year three homes received direct lightning strikes and were rendered 
uninhabitable in Charlotte, Osceola Hills, and the Rio Grande Villas.

DIRECT LIGHTNING STRIKES
If your concern is for a direct lightning strike 
to your home, see the July POA Bulletin at 
poa4us.org starting on page 14.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
If you would like to learn more about your 
lightning risk living here in the Lightning 
Capital of the USA, consider attending the 
Study Group on Lightning’s next Power Point 
presentation called Lightning Tips for Villages 
on August 23, 4:00 PM, for the Philosophy 
Club at Lake Miona Regional Recreation 
Center. You only need a Villages ID to attend.
Option additional info or side bar article
COMMON LIGHTNING MYTHS
1.	 My next-door neighbor has lightning rods so 

their home will get struck but mine will not. 
FALSE: There is no experience or scientific 
data to support this claim. Lightning rods do 
not attract lightning they simply give lightning 
a safe path to ground.

2.	Lightning rods do not work. FALSE: They 
do work if they are designed, installed, and 
maintained according to the national standard 
on lightning. They have been used all over the 
world since their invention by Ben Franklin in 
1752. You can observe them all over Villages 
including pumping stations, all the sales 
centers, the Sharon, the Savannah Center, 
nearly every building at Sumter Landing, 
fire department headquarters, the hospitals, 
schools, many homes and most of the large 
churches and hotels in the area.

3.	Lightning only strikes the highest point or 
structures. FALSE: Lightning strikes are 
random and unpredictable acts of nature.

4.	You are safe from lightning in a vehicle with 
rubber tires. FALSE: The rubber tires have 
nothing to do with it. The all-metal body of a 
vehicle is a safe harbor from lightning but not 
golf carts, bicycles, or convertibles.

5.	Florida is the lighting capital of the world. 
FALSE: Florida is the lightning capital of the 
USA.

7 1 3 4  P O W E L L  R O A D
W I L D W O O D ,  F L  3 4 7 8 5

D I G N I T Y  M E M O R I A L  
L I F E  C E L E B R A T I O N  C E N T E R

T H E  P E R F E C T  E V E N T  V E N U E

B I R T H D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N S
A N N I V E R S A R I E S
B R U N C H
C O R P O R A T E  E V E N T S
P O P  U P  S H O P S
W E D D I N G S  &  M O R E !

    

 S T A T E - O F - T H E - A R T  F A C I L I T Y
I N D O O R  &  O U T D O O R  E V E N T  S P A C E

P E R S O N A L I Z E D  C E L E B R A T I O N S
F L E X I B L E  E V E N T  S P A C E ,  I N C L U D I N G  A
C H A P E L  F O R  Y O U R  R E L I G I O U S  E V E N T S

 

F E A T U R I N G

3 5 2 - 6 8 9 - 1 5 3 1

 C O N T A C T  
A  S T A F F

A S S O C I A T E
T O  G O  O V E R

A L L  O F   
Y O U R

O P T I O N S

INDIRECT LIGHTNING STRIKES 
Through various sources including social 
networks we understand that some 
homeowners experienced indirect lightning 
strikes damaging appliances and electronics. 
There is no way to know how many 
homeowners suffered this level of damage 
leading to the costly replacement of valued 
electronics such as TVs, computers, modems, 
microwaves, A/C, garage door operators and 
other sensitive electronic equipment.
If you have not already done so you may wish 
to consider your level of surge protection 
against an indirect lightning strike that can 
cause havoc to electronics. To protect against 
about 80% of the surges induced into your 
home consider a Type-2 surge protection 

device (SPD) such as the Eaton Ultra on your 
electric panel that is installed by a licensed 
electrician. For the other 20% of the surges 
consider a Type-1 SPD on your electric meter 
from your electric utility. These are considered 
Primary Surge Protection.
But do not stop there as you may wish to 
consider Secondary or point-of-use (technically 
Type-3) SPD for TVs, computers, modems, 
microwaves, garage door operator, etc. 
These can be obtained from electronics, 
hardware, big box stores, and on the 
internet. REMEMBER LIGHTNING LOVES 
TECHNOLOGY!
Surge Protection is a layered system required 
in order to best protect your appliances and 
electronics.

By Len Hathaway
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Provider may also contract with other plans. Other providers are available in our network. Humana is a Medicare Advantage HMO, 
PPO and PFFS organization with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in any Humana plan depends on contract renewal.  Humana Inc. 
and its subsidiaries comply with applicable Federal Civil Rights laws and do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, ancestry, marital status or religion. English: ATTENTION: 
If you do not speak English, language assistance services, free of charge, are available to you. Call 877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 
Español (Spanish): ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al  
877-320-1235 (TTY: 711). 繁體中文 (Chinese): 注意：如果您使用繁體中文 ，您可以免費 獲得語言援助服務 。請致電 877-320-1235 (TTY: 711) 。  
Y0040_GHHLNVMEN24_M

Get access to the doctors and 
hospitals you know and trust
The Villages Health accepts Humana’s Medicare Advantage plan
We work together with our Humana Community Health Medicare HMO network of providers with 
the goal to help keep The Villages® as healthy as possible. We look forward to welcoming you!

The Villages Health 
Brownwood Care Center
2910 Brownwood Blvd
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Colony Care Center
280 Farner Place
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Creekside Care Center
1050 Old Camp Road
The Villages, FL 32162

The Villages Health 
Lake Deaton Care Center
779 Kristine Way
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Mulberry Care Center
8877 SE 165 Mulberry Ln
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Pinellas Care Center
2485 Pinellas Place
The Villages, FL 32163

The Villages Health 
Santa Barbara Care Center
1575 Santa Barbara Blvd
The Villages, FL 32159

877-239-2054
(TTY: 711)
Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. ET  
¡Hablamos Español!

Humana.com/Network 
Scan to see if your doctor is in network

If you’re new to Medicare, soon to be, or 
just have questions, a licensed Humana 
sales agent can help.

23_HUM_2117_ROP_9.5x10_ROY_V2.indd   1 12/7/23   3:16 PM
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August 2024 Schedule
Instructor Phone # Day Date Day Date Location

Chet Kowalski  352-430-1833 Tue 8/6/24 Wed 8/7/24 Colony

Art Donnelly 631-792-2203 Tue 8/13/24 Fri 8/16/24 Ezell

Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 Sat 8/17/24 Sat 8/24/24 Paradise

Chet Kowalski  352-430-1833 Tue 8/27/24 Wed 8/28/24 Rohan

Jack Haughn 352-603-1420 ONE DAY Fri 8/16/24 Buffalo Crossings

AARP now offers a Free 60–90-minute Smart Driver 
Technology workshop for those thinking of either leasing, 
purchasing or just upgrading to a newer vehicle.
Local presenters would be available to attend organized social / club meetings to share this 
information. Please contact (352) 430-1833 to arrange a presentation for your Club. 
AARP Driver Safety now offers a 6 hour “Smart Driver”course for seniors; it is designed for those 
50 and older. All available courses are listed at AARP.org/findacourse or call (877) 846-3299.
In The Villages, there are at least 4 classes each month. The classes are either two days,  
9 AM to Noon or one day* 9 AM - 4 PM. Fee is $20 for AARP members, $25 for non-members. 
Select your class and call the instructor to register. Instructor will give instructions and time to arrive 
to complete registration. Volunteers Needed! Contact Chet at 352-430-1833 or 352-348-4946.

CENTER STATE SLIDING GLASS 
DOOR MAINTENANCE

• Sliding Door Roller Replacement
• Sliding Door Track Repair
• Door Cut-Downs
• Handles and Locks
• Sliding Patio Door Alignment
• Screen Door Repair & Replacement
• Window Repair WE RECOMMEND INSTALLING 

A DOUBLE-BOLT LOCK ON 
EVERY SLIDING PATIO DOOR

www.csslidingglassdoormaintenance.com
centerstatesgd@gmail.com

 FREE Estimates 863-594-4788 

We are experts in 
Sliding Glass
Door Repair. 

Veteran Owned & Operated

VOTE

Paid for by Erin Daly, nonpartisan for Fifth Circuit Judge, Group 7

Erin 
Daly

for

CIRCUIT JUDGE
www.erindaly4judge.com
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A-1 Lightning 
Protection 
Services, Inc.

S P E C I A L S  A L L  Y E A R
MARION COUNTY: 

352-465-0620352-465-0620
FAX: 

352-465-1773352-465-1773

DANNY MACK 
VICE PRESIDENT

A1LIGHTNING.COM
LPI and UL Certified 
Master Label Installers 
NFPA 780 Installers

A1_lightning@yahoo.com

making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Personalized memory care solutions. 
Focused on whole person wellness.

making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Assisted Living License #13185 www.CERTUSseniorliving.com

• Live with meaning and purpose
• Thrive with engaging interaction
• Nourish the body with MIND diet cuisine
• Foster SPINTM, social, physical, intellectual & nutritional wellness
• Care with comfort, compassion, safety, and partnership
• CERTUS Institute commitment to education and support

Innovativ
e, U

nique,

Rese
arch

-Based

Where
 liv

ing ev
ery

 moment m
atte

rs

making memory care better

4901 Lake Park Court
Mount Dora, FL 32757

Lets have the conversation!
CALL 

TODAY 352-385-1800
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Getting Bombed With Texts?
S E N I O R S  V S  C R I M E

Sumter Co. 
(352) 689-4600, X4606 

8035 E. CR 466  
(Sumter Co. Sheriff’s Annex) 

Monday – Wednesday  •  10 am – 2 pm 
Thursday  •  9 am – 1 pm

Marion Co. 
(352) 753-7775 

8230 SE 165th Mulberry Ln. 
(Marion Co. Sheriff’s Annex) 

Tuesday  •  10 am – 2 pm

Wildwood 
 (352) 775-3186 

2722 Brownwood  Blvd. 
(Wildwood Police Department Annex 

next to theater) 
Tuesday – Thursday  •  10 am – 1 pm

Fruitland Park 
(352) 674-1882 

Moyer Recreation Center 
(Fruitland Park Police Substation) 

3000 Moyer Loop 
Wednesday  •  10 am – 2 pm

Please note that the Wildwood office  
has a new phone number!

Is your phone flooded with texts about “the state of our nation?” ‘Tis the season. As we 
get closer to the 2024 presidential election, political texts are only going to get worse. We turned 

to our favorite Tech Guru, Kim Komando for some pointers on how to maintain your sanity.

Who’s allowed to text you?
Mass texting campaigns are legal if the sender 
uses an official text messaging organization. These 
orgs verify the sender is legit and complies with 
all opt-in and opt-out rules.

This means campaigns need your consent before 
they text you. They also must comply when you 
respond with “STOP” and not send you any future 
messages.

Scam-paigns
Real political organizations are good at following 
the rules. But, shocker, scammers aren’t. Once 
you block one number, they move on to the next. 
Lather, rinse, repeat.

Crooks pounce at the opportunity to blend their 
scams with legitimate political campaigns and 
hope you can’t tell the difference. They’ll use 
political-sounding messages to push malicious 
links. They might even ask you to donate to a 
bogus campaign.

Stay smart and stop them from bugging you

•	 The obvious step is to text “STOP.” But if you 
don’t remember opting into these messages, 
don’t respond. If it’s a scam text, this could 
tell the sender you’re a real person, leading to 
even more texts.

•	 Instead, report it to your cell provider by 
forwarding texts to 7726 (SPAM). If enough 
complaints come in about the same number, 
the wireless carrier will investigate and block 
future messages.

•	 Don’t donate money through a link sent in 
a text. If you’d like to donate to a political 
campaign, go directly to their official website.

iPhone:

•	 Messages from unsaved numbers will have 
an option beneath to Report Junk. Tap that, 
then tap Delete and Report Junk to delete the 
thread and send the message to Apple and 
your carrier, letting them know, too, that it’s 
junk.

•	 Block the number to prevent future messages. 
Open the message, tap the number at the top 
of your screen, and then choose Info > Block 
Caller.

•	 Turn on your spam blocker. Go to Settings > 
Messages > Filter Unknown Senders to sort 
texts from unknown contacts into a separate 
list.

•	 Stop receiving notifications from unknown 
texters. You’ll find this under Settings > 
Messages > Customize Notifications (at the 
very bottom) > toggle off Unknown Senders.

Android:

•	 Block the number. Open the message, then 
tap the number or menu at the top of the 
screen, followed by Block. Note: Your steps 
may vary based on your phone manufacturer.

•	 Turn on the spam blocker. To do this, open 
Messages > tap your profile icon > Messages 
Settings > Spam Protection.

Friends or family 
complaining about political 

texts? Pass this along. 
They’ll be glad you did.

If you have any questions about safety when 
using your phone or computer, contact one of the 
Seniors vs. Crime offices in The Villages. They can 
provide you with information on how to avoid 
being scammed on the phone or the internet.

Our services are free and no appointment is 
necessary. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
2018	 Elaine Dreidame  

POA Hall of Fame
2023	 Sal Torname 

2022	 Bill Schikora 

2021	 Bryan Lifsey

2020	 John Donahe 
	 Carolyn Reichel 
	 Jerry Vicenti 

2017	 Myron Henry

2016	 Frank E. Carr

2013	 “Class Action Five” 
	 Elaine Dreidame 
	 Bill Garner 
	 Joe Gorman 
	 Rich Lambrecht 
	 Irv Yedwab

2012	 Joe Gorman

2011	 Pete Cacioppo	 
	 Betty Cunningham

2009	 Dorothy Morehouse-Beeney 
	 Vinnie Palmisano

2008	 Ray and Lori Micucci 
	 Win Shook

2007	 Rose Harvey 
	 Dorothy Hokr

2006	 Charlie Harvey 
	 Carol Kope 
	 Frank Renner

2005	 Sadie Woollard

2004	 Russ Day 
	 Eva Hawkins 
	 William Rich, Jr. 
	 Glen Swindler 
	 Jean Tuttle

The Property Owners’ Association 
8736 SE 165th Mulberry Lane, 
PMB 111, The Villages, 32162 

2024 OFFICERS
President Cliff Wiener 418-7372
V.P. Gilbert (Gil) Windsor 571-8226
Treasurer Jerry Ferlisi 391-5261
Secretary Reb Benson 874-0179

Directors

Tita Dumagsa 391-4828
Mike Gross 450-0405
Ken Knodel 330-388-2308
Gary Search
Dan Warren 630-4491

POA STAFF
Bulletin Editor Deb Butterfield 219-508-6863
POA Email poa4you@gmail.com
POA Phone (352) 418-7372

DISCOUNT 
PARTNERS
Another benefit for POA members 
is the Discount Partner program.
Most vendors will ask 
you for your current 
POA Membership card 
to receive the offered 
discount. If you have a 
favorite business who 
is currently not offering 
a POA Discount, tell 
them about our program. 
Please say “thanks” to our 
Discount Partners for their 
participation. 
The up-to-date list of 
Discount Partners can always 
be found on our website 
poa4us.org or scan the QR 
code at right. Click ‘Discount 
Partners’ to access the list. 

To advertise, contact:  
Cliff Wiener, POA President 

(352) 418-7372 or  
1presidentpoa@poa4us.org

REACH 70,000+

Delivery Drivers Needed 
In The Following Areas
Route 1 • Piedmont, Springdale, Briar Meadow, 

Chatham, Calumet, Woodbury

Route 3 • Palo Alto, Santo Domingo, Santiago, 
Tierra del Sol, De La Vista

Route 10 • Buttonwood, Duval, St James,  
Tamrind Grove

Route 14 • LaBelle, Osceola Hills, Soaring Eagle, 
Pine Ridge, Pine Hill 

Email your name, village, and phone # 
 to poa4you@gmail.com. Put “delivery driver 

position” in the subject line. 
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#1 Independent Real Estate Company 
in The Villages & Wildwood

CALL ONE OF OUR REALTORS TODAY

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL FOR THE LATEST MARKET UPDATE

Visit us online at  
HomesByRealtyExecutives.com

This certifies that

Glenn Stein
License #BK3435176

Has successfully completed 
all requirements for the Crypto Certification Agent course.

Certificate ID: 22021220002
Date Awarded: February 21, 2022

Paige Booth
(352) 636-0007

Karla Mason
(352) 430-7725

Cissie Smith
(352) 391-0884

Jamie Rosier
(352) 247-1659

Cheryl Simmons
 (404) 272-6113

Charmaine Adams
(904) 646-8206

Jenna Wood
(352) 408-9904

Debbie & Lee 
Schoonover

(352) 661-9552

Glenn Stein
Broker/Owner

Gail Carter
(352) 516-9131

Kat McNeely
(352) 250-4842

Melissa Huennekens
(352) 817-7975

Sheila Davis
(352) 446-6942

Bob Berube
(352) 446-9969

Micki Wohl
(954) 839-5880

Cheri Probert
(352) 427-9501

Tim Davis
(352) 446-1688

Deborah Adelman
(630) 390-9272 

Donna Pattermore
(216) 548-9295

Frances Pierce
(352) 459-5601

Sunny Parsons
(352) 239-0980

Peggy Schaefer
(352) 801-0040

Amanda Fincher
(352) 497-5673

Steve Savage
(908) 675-0533

Paul Ledbetter
(352) 661-5309

Jennifer Raby
(239) 503-1763

James “Coop” Cooper
(352) 626-3151

Jamie Noll
(352) 459-5892

Nanette Elliott
(352) 551-8776

Melissa Mann
(352) 303-1567

Liss Cartagena
(352) 877-1855


